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Advertiſe ment. 


Here preſent the Eng- 
re IX liſh Reader with the 
Bl le moſs diverting as well 
as inſtructibe Book that 

— France has produced 
. many Years. It is wrote with 
4 Strength of Reaſoning, a Freedom 
f 2. — and a Vein of juſ Hu- 
mmour, which that Nation was hardly 
thought capable of : and which is 
moſt ſurpriſing, notwithſlanding the 
Suppoſed Tmpoſſibility of . ſuch an At- 
zempt, the Author has found a new 
Sett of Characters never before ro- 
preſented in Europe. He has opey- 
ed to us a Scene of Action which 
all the Curioſity of our moſt famous 
Travellers cou'd never pierce into, 
A 2 and 


Advertiſement. 


and given us ſo natural an Idea of the 
= | Manners of the Seraglio, the Thoughts 
ip and Paſſions of a number of Women 
* confined for the Pleaſures of a ſingle 
| Man, and the Notions and Caſt of 
Mind of the Eunuchs whoſe whole 
Lives are ſpent in guarding and watch- 
| ing them, that one wou'd almoſt be- 
1 live the Letters to be Genuine. 
Fever the Tranſlation of a French 
Book was neceſſary in a Country where 
that Language is ſo much underſtood 
as in England, it is this, which in 
many places is ſo obſcure, that tho" 1 
[ think I have had a tolerable experi- 
4 ence in this Tognue,. yet without much 
Thought and even ſometimes conſulting 
of Friends, I own T cou'd not have 
reach'd the Senſe. The Author, hur- 
ried away by the fire of his Wit, and 
the multitude of Thoughts crowding in 
upon him, cou'd not ſo well attend 
zo Perſpicuity of Expreſſion. But if 
We often forgive an Author his want 
of Thought when his Language is 
ſmooth, ſure we may pardon the dark- 
neſs of Style in a Work where the 
Thoughts make us ſo full amends “ 


Advertiſement. 
7 ſhall not pretend to inform the 
Public of the Name of the Author; 
| if I knew it I wou'd bury it in eternal 
Silence. He has threaten'd us with [0 
ſevere a Penalty if we enquire him out, 
namely, that of being filent from the 
moment he is 2 that the 
Horld would have no great Obligati- 
on to any body's impertinent Curioſity, 
that ſhou'd make them pay for ſo tri- 
Ving an Information with ſo invaluable a 
1 
. + the Author keeps his Promiſe of 
favouring us with more of theſe en- 
rertaining Performances, I ſhall con- 
tinue to put them in the beſt dreſs for 
my Countrymen that 1 am able. 
For the better Inſtruction of the 
Readers, I have added a 8 N. ores. 
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POSTSCRIPT 
”P O THE 
Engliſh Reader. 


HO? in forming both Tables 

of Contents I have been the 
fuller, to the-end ſome of the Au- 
thor's Alluſions might be the better 
underſtood ; yet in many places of 
this Work, beſides thoſe already 
taken notice of, I'm apt to think 
the Reader will want a few more 
helps by way of Notes. : 
For example: The firſt Letter: 
in the Second Vol. is a fine Satyr 


not only on the Gentlemen of the 


French Academy, but on all others 
who pretend to fix the Standard of 
A 


POSTSCRIPT. 
a living Language, like the mad 
Taylor who ſaid he cou'd make a 
Coat for the Moon. Thus much 
indeed is obvious to every Reader; 
as alſo, that he Code of their Dect- 
ſions, the child of forty Fathers, can be 
nothing elſe but the Great French 
Dictionary, publiſht ſome years ſince 
by that Academy. But every En- 
$14 Reader may not know that 
by the Baſtard who popt into the World 
before the other legitimate child, the 
Author means the Dictionary of 
Monſieur Furetiere, which he ſtole 
from the French Academy, and pub- 
lIifht before theirs came out. For 
which raſcally Action they expelPd 
him. And fince I'm upon this Ar- 
ticle, I ſhall beg the Reader's leave 
to go thro' with it. On occaſion 
of Furetiere's expulſion as aforeſaid, 
among other witty Conceits at that 
time there was ſtruck a fort of Me- 
dal repreſenting an Etron, anglice, 
a 8 r- verence: and round it theſe 
Words, in Latin, ab ejecto corporis 
ſanitas, Better out than in. 

Again; 
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Again; in the ſame Letter con- 
cerning the French Academy, the 
Author talks of their being griping. 
I take this to hint at Monſieur Gra- 


nier another member of that Acade- 


my, who had defrauded an Orphan 
of a large Sum of Mony; for which 
they expell'd him too. On this oc- 
—_— a Medal (or ſomething like 
it) was ſtruck, repreſenting a Spider 
hung in its own Webb, with theſe 


words round it, in {zaliau, Lavora 


4 impiccarſi, Takes pains to be 

ang'd. SR 
The reſt muſt be deferr'd till 

another Opportunity, 


Perſian 
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Perſian Letters. 


Shall write no Epiſtle 
Dedicatory, nor de- 
8 25 mand Protection -_ 
this Book. It will b 

RB NLDA + ev . . 

3 read, if it is good; if 
bad, I care not whether it be read 


E 


I have begun with theſe Let- 
ters, to try the Taſte of the Publick. 
I have many more in my Cabinet, 
which may be publiſh'd in time. 

But it 1s upon Condition that T 
am not found out; for as ſoon as 

Name is known, I am filent 
for ever. I know a Lady who 
walks very well, and yet limps if 
any one looks on her. The faults 


of the Work may ſatisfy the Cri- 


ticks, 


2 Perſian Letters. 


ticks, without expoſing thoſe of 
my Perſon to them. Beſides; were it 
told who Jam, every one would cry, 
Tiis like him: His Book is his true 
Character: He might have em- 
ploy'd his Time better: It does 
not become a Man of Gravity. 
The Criticks never miſs theſe Re- 
flections, becauſe little or no Wit 
is required in hitting upon them. 
The Perſians who wrote theſe 
Letters, lodg'd at my Houſe. We 
liv'd together; and as they look'd 
upon me as one of another World, 
they conceal'd nothing from me. In- 
deed *twas hardly poſſible for men 
at ſuch a diſtance from Home to 
have Secrets that could affect me, 
and accordingly they communicated | 
to. me the greateſt Part of their 
Letters I took Copies of em, 
and laid my Hands on ſome which 
.they wou'd willingly have, kept 
from me, as expoſing a little too 
much the Perſfan Vanity and Jea- 
r gh 115 
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Peerſlan Letters. 8 3 
Thus I am a Tranſlator only. 
My greateſt Trouble was to make 


this Work as conformable as I 


cou'd to our Manners. I have en- 
deavour'd to eaſe the Reader as 
much as poſſible with reſpect to the 
Aſiatic Style, and have left out a- 
bundance of ſublime Expreſſions, 
which would have carry'd him in- 
to the Clouds, and tir'd him with 
their Sublimity, 1 | 

This however is not all I have 
done for him. I have curtail'd the 
long Compliments, of which the 
Orientals are more prodigal than 
even we our ſelves 5 and 80 left 


out moſt of thoſe minute Paſſages, 


which cannot well bear the Light, 
and ought always to be buried be- 

tween Friends. 
If moſt of thoſe that have pub- 
liſn'd Collections of Letters had 
done the ſame thing, there would 
ſcarce have been enough left to 

trouble the Preſs witn. 
I can't help obſerving, that I have 
farptiz'd to find theſe 


4 Perſian Letterr. 
Perſians as well inform'd as my ſelf 
of the Manners and Cuſtoms of our 
Nation. Even the niceſt Circum- 
ſtances have not eſcap'd them; as 
they have done many Germans who 
have travell'd chro' France. I im- 
pute it to their long Abode among 
us, without reckoning that it 18 
caſier for an Aſfiatic to learn the 
French Manners in one Year, than 
for a French Man to learn thoſe of 
Aſa in four; becauſe the former 
diſcover as much as the latter 
ceal themſelves. 
Cuſtom permits every Tranſlator, 
nay every barbarous Commentator, 
to adorn the Head of his Verſion, . 
or his Gloſſary, with the Pa - 
rick of the Original, and to ſet 
forth its Utility, Merit and Ex- 
cellence. I have done no ſuch thing. 
The Reaſons are eafily gueſs'd at. 
One of the beſt is, that it would 
be very tedious, in a Place of it 
ſelf generally very inſipid; I mean, 
A Preface. 0 
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Juden 2% bis Promd Ruſlan, 
9 at Iſpahan. | 


E ſtay'd but one Day # * 
Com when we had paid 
sour Devotions at the 
Tomb of the Virgin 
who brought forth 
twelve Prophets, we proceeded on 
our Journey, and arriv'd yeſterday at 
Zauris, being the twenty fifth of 
our Departure from Iſpaban. 
Rita and J are perhaps the two 
firſt Peuſians that ever left their own 
Country out of a defire of Know- 
=: ” and renounc'd the ſweets 
quility, for the laborious 
fearch of? Witdofn. 
We were born in a flouriſhing 
Kingdom; but we did not believe 
there was nothing to be learnt _ 
55 
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6 Perſian Letters. 


of its Limits; or that there was no 
Light but the Oriental, by which 


we could be illuminated. 


Tell me what they ſay of our Tra» 
vels. Don't flatter me. I do not ex- 
pect manyApprobators. Direct to me 


at Erzeron, where I ſhall ſtay ſome 


time. Adieu, dear Ruſtan; and 
be aſſur'd that wherever I am, thou 
wilt always have a faithful Friend. 


Tauris, 15th. of the Moon- £3 
Saphar, 1711. 125 8 


* * 


LETTER II. 
Usbek to the Chief Black Eu- 
much at his Serail in Iſpahan. 


HOU bet the faithful Guar- 
dian of the faireſt Women 
I have truſted with 


thee the deareſt things in the 
World. Thou haſt in thy Hands 
the Keys of thoſe fatal Doors, that 


are never open'd but to me. 


WB 


Perſian Letters. 7 


ZWhilſt thou watcheſt over the 
Treaſure of my Heart, it is at reſt, 
and in an entire Security. Thou 
gart upon Guard in the Silence of 
the Night, and the Tumult of the 
1 Day. Thy indefatigable Cares ſup- 
port thy Virtue when it ſtaggers. 
lf the Women thou guardeſt wou'd 
go away, thou depriv'ſt them of all 
1, hope of doing it. Thou art the 
XZ Flail of Vice, and the Pillar of Fi- 
WF delity. 274 

XZ Thou command'ſt them, and 
chou art obey'd. Thou doſt what- 


= 
Wt), 


ever they will of thee, and the 
do implicitely whatever thou will'f 
of them, according to the Laws of 
the Serail. Thou makeſt it thy Glory 
to render them the meaneſt Servi- 
ces, and with Reſpe& and Fear 
ſubmitteſt to their lawful Orders. 
Thou ſerveſt them as the Slave of 1 
ſcheir Slaves; and as Maſter in thy | 
turn, commandeſt them as ſove- 
reignly as I do my ſelf, when 
| thou art apprehenſive of any Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Laws of Chaſtity 
8 and Modeſty. 
Vor. I. © Re- 


3 Perſian Letters. 
Remember that I rais'd thee 
from nothing; and, from the loweſt 


of my Slaves, lifted thee to the 


Office thou art now poſleſs'd of; 


tte Charge of the Delights of my 


Soul. Behave thy ſelf with the 
moſt profound Submiſſion towards 
thoſe that divide my Love: but at 
the ſame time make em ſenſible of 
their extreme Dependance. Pro- 
vide for them all innocent Plea- 
ſures. Deceive their Diſquiets; 
amuſe them with Muſick, Dances, 
and delicious Liquors. Perſwade 
them to meet often. If they would 
go into the Country, carry them 
Thither: But take care that no 
Man comes near them. Exhort 
them to Cleanlineſs, the Image of 
the Purity of the Soul. Talk fre- 
uently of me to them. I long to 
ce them in that charming Place 
of which themſelves are the -great- 
eſt Ornament. 


 Saphar, 1711, | 


Lev 
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LITT Ul 
Zachi fo Usbek, at Tauris | 


E order'd the iet Eunuch 


to carry us into the Coun- 
try He will tell thee that no Ac- 
cident befell us. When we were to 
croſs the River, and quit our Lit- 
ters; we, according to Cuſtom, 
put our © {elves into . Caſes: Two 
Slaves carry'd us on their Shoulders, 
and we eſcap'd the Eyes of a 
Men. 
How can I live, dear Usbek 

thy Serail at 1ſpaban; 4 Vu 
Places where- I eternally — to 
mind my paſt Pleaſures; hw my 
Deſires — day ſuffer freſh Vi- 
olence? I wander from one Apart - 
ment to another, always {ca 

but I never find thee. Inſtead of 


thae, I meet a cruel Remembrance 


my loſt Happineſs. Sometimes 

Oy in the Place, where J firſt re- 
ceiv'd thee in my Arms: ſome- 
„ times 
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10 Perſian Letters. 


times in that where thou decidedſt 


the famous Diſpute among thy 
Wives. Each of us pretended to be 


ſuperior to the other in Beauty. 
We preſented our ſelves before thee, 
after having put our Inventions 
to the Rack, to dreſs our ſelves 
out to the beſt Advantage. 
With Pleaſure didſt thou behold 
the Wonders of our Art. Thou 


admiredſt the Ardency of our Paſ- * 
ſion, and the Extent of our Imagi- 


nation to pleaſe thee; but ſoon 
didſt thou give up all thoſe borrow'd 
Charms, and fix thy Eyes on the 
Graces of Nature. Thou deſtroy'dſt 
all our Work. We muſt ſtrip our 
ſelves of thoſe Ornaments that in- 


commoded rather than ſerv'd us. 


We muſt appear before thee in our 
native Simplicity. What car'd I for 
Modeſty! I was infpir'd with an 


Ambition to conquer. Oh happy 
 Usbek, what Worlds of Charms 
were then in thy View? We ſaw 


thy Eyes a long while roving from 
Enchantment to Enchantment. A 
long 


Ca, 
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Perſian Letters. 11 
long while thy Soul remain'd in 
doubt, where to fix. Every new 
Grace demanded a Tribute. We 
were in an Inſtant cover'd with thy 
Kiſſes. Thy curious Glances reach'd 
the moſt ſecret Places. A thouſand 
different Poſtures are preſented to 
thy View. Thou command'ſt us 
with Pleaſure, and with Tranſport 
we obey. I own, Usbek, a Paſſion 
ſtronger than Ambition inſpir'd me 
with the Hopes of pleaſing thee. 
I inſenſiby perceiv'd that thy Heart 
was mine. 'Thou took'ſt me. Thou 
left'ſt me. Again thou took'ſt me, 
and I knew how to keep thee. 
Mine was the Triumph, and Deſ- 
pair my Rivals. It ſeem'd as if there 
were only we two in the World, 
and nothing elſe in it worth our 
Care. Wou'd to Heaven my Rivals 
had had the Courage to ſtay and 


ſee what Tokens of Love I receiv'd 


from thee. Had they been W itneſ- 
ſes of my Raptures, they wou'd 
have ſeen the Difference between 
my Love and theirs; they wou'd 

My have 
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12 Perſian Letters. 
have ſeen, that though they might 


diſpute Charms with me, they | 


cou'd never pretend to be ſo ſenſible 
of the Joy as I was But where 
am I? whither does this vain Re- 
lation lead me? Tis a Misfortune 
not to have been beloy'd; but tis 
an Affront to be belov'd no more. 
Thou leav'ft us, Usbek, to go ram- 
bling in barbarous Climates. How 
then! Doſt thou think 'tis nothin 

to be belov'd; Ah Usbek, thou do 

not know what thou loſeſt. I ſigh, 


but my Sighs are not heard; I 


weep, and thou doſt not fee my 


Tears. Love ſeems to live in this 
Serail, and thou art fo inſenſible 


as to fly from it. Ah my dear U/- 
bek, how happy wou'dſt thou be, 
didſt thou know thy own Happi- 
neſs ! 


From the Serail at Fatme, the 21/8 
G the Moon Mahartam, 1711. 
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LEBTT ER IV. 
Zephis 20 Usbek, ar Erzeron. 


THE black Monſter has at laſt 
refoly'd to throw me into De- 
fpair. He wou'd by force take from 
me my Slave Zelida. Zelida, who 
has ſery'd me with ſo much Aﬀecti- 
on, and has ſo nice a Hand in 
whatever relates to Ornaments and 
Graces. He was not ſatisfy'd with 
the Grief that attended this Sepa- 
ration, he wou'd have it accompa- 
ny'd with Diſhonour. The Traytor 


Vou' d inſinuate that there was ſome- 


thing criminal in the Confidence E 
plac'd in her; and becauſe he was 
tir'd with ſtaying behind a Door, 
where I had poſted him, he pre- 
ſum'd to fuppofe he heard or ftw 
what I never did ſo much as ima- 
gine. I am very unfortunate. Nei- 
ther my Retirement nor my Vir- 
tue can defend me from extrava- 


gant Suppoſitions. A vile Slave at- 


4 tacks 
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tacks me in thy very Heart, and I 
muſt defend my felt. No: I value 
my ſelf too much, to deſcend ro 
Juſtifications. I will have no Gua- 

rantee for my Conduct, but thy ſelf, 

but thy Love and mine, and if I 
muſt tell thee ſo, dear Usbek, my 

Tears. 1 1 


From i he Serail at Fatme the 29th of 
the Moen Maharram, 1711. 


LETTERV. 
Ruſtan zo Usbek, at Erzeron 


THOU art the Subject of all 
the Diſcourſe of 7/pahan. They 
talk of nothing but thy leaving it. 
Some attribute it to Levity of Mind; 
others to Chagreen. Thy Friends 


4 only defend thee, and they con- 
5 vince no Body. They cannot com- 
3 rehend that thou canſt quit ty 
I Wives, thy Relations, thy Friends, 
. to viſit Climates unknown to the 


Perſians. 


=- 


Perſian Letters. 15 


Per ſians. Rica's Mother is incon- 
ſoleable, and demands of thee her 
XZ Son, whom ſhe ſays thou haſt ſto- 


len from her. For my part, dear 


XZ Usek, I am naturally diſpos'd to 
2X approve of whatever thou doſt, but 


I cannot forgive thy Abſence; and 


thy Reaſons for it have no weight 
with my Friendſhip. Adieu. Love 


7:2 

3 

1 2 
Me always. | 
_:. 

re 0 

A 


I Iſpahan, 28th of the Moon 


Rebiab 1, 1711. 
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LETTER VI. 


Usbek zo his Friend Neſſir, 


at Iſpahan. 


Y A Day's Journey from Erivan 


we left the Territories of 


XZ Perfia, and enter'd the Turkiſh Do- 
minions. Twelve Days after that 


we arriv'd at Erzeron, where we 


ſtay'd three or four Months. 
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I muſt own to thee, Neſir, 
felt a ſecret Grief when TI loſt ſight 7 
of Porſia, and found my ſelf in the 
midſt of perfidious O/matlins. Ac- 
eording as I advance in the Coun- 
try ot theſe Infidels, I grow my 
felf more and more an Infidel. 
My Country, my Family, my 
Friends are ever in my Thoughts; 
my Tenderneſs awakes; a certain 
Uneaſineſs ſeizes me, and ſhews 


that I have undertaken too much 


for my Repole. | 


But what troubles me moſt is. 
my Wives. I cannot think of them, 


without the moſt tormenting Care. 
Not that J love them, Nefir. E 
am on that account in a State of 
Inſenſibility. I have no Deſires. 
Living in ſo numerous a Serail, I 
vented Love, and deſtroy'd him 


< 


by himſelf. But as inſenſible as I 
am of Deſire, I am not ſo of Jea- 


4 louſy 3 I conſider them as a Com- 


pany: of Women left almoſt to 
themſelves, with a parcel of ſorry | 
Fellows to take Charge of them. 1 

1 1 
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Perſian Letters. 17 
fhould hardly think my ſelf ſafe, 


| I were my Slaves faithful. But what 


will come of it, if they ſhould not be 
ſo? What melancholy News may 


IJ receive in the remote Countries, 
thro' which 1 am about to travel? 
"Tis a Misfortune, for which my 
Friends cannot find any Relief. A 
Serail is a Place, the Secrets of 
which they ought not to be ac- 


uainted with. And what cou'd 
they do? Had not T better let 
things paſs with Impunity, than 


make a Noiſe of them with Cor- 
rection? Dear Neſir, I reſt all my 


Cares in thy Boſom, and 'tis all the 
Comfor t J have in my preſent Con- 


Erxrzeron, 10th of the Moon 


Rebiab 2, 1711. 


— 
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Lerres VII. 
Fatme ro Usbek, at Erzeron. 


IS two Months, dear Usbek, 

fince thou left'ſt me, and yet 
I can ſcarce think thou art gone; 
ſo full is my Heart of Trouble, 
and ſo little capable of Reaſon. 1 
run about the Serail as if thou 
wert ſtill there, and I cannot fatis- 


fy my ſelf to the contrary. What 
vVouldſt thou have become of a Wo- 


man who loves thee, and was ac- 
cuſtom'd to thy Embraces ; whoſe 


only fn ppg was to give thee 


new Proofs of her Tenderneſs? 


Free by the advantage of her Birth, 
a Slave by the violence of her 


Love. 


When I marry'd thee, my Eyes 
had never ſeen the Face of a Man, 
and never have they to this day 
ſeen any one but * thee; for I do 


— m — * 


* The Women in Perſia are ſhut up more 
cleſely than the Turkiſh or Indian Women. 
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Perſian Letters. 19 
not reckon thoſe frightful Creatures, 


the Eunuchs, to be Men; and 'tis 


their leaſt Imperfection, that they 


are not ſo. When I compare thy 


Beauty with their Deformity, I 


cannot help thinking my ſelf hap- 
py. My Imagination cannot fur- 


niſh me with an Idea more raviſh- 
ing, than the Charms of thy en- 
chanting Perſon. I ſwear to thee, 


= Uzek, if I were allow'd to leave 


this Place, to which the ae 


of my Condition confines me; if 
3 could get away from thoſe that are 


on the Watch all a-round me; if I 
were to chuſe among all the Men 
that live in this Capitol of Nations, 


I ſwear to thee, Usbek, thou only 
ſhould'ſt be my Choice. There 
cannot be a Man in the World who 


deſerves to be beloy'd, but thee. 
Don't think that thy Abſence 
has made me neglect a Beauty which 
is dear to thee. Tho' no Body is 
to have a Sight of me; tho? all the 
Omaments of Dreſs which I make 
uſe of are uſeleſs to thy Happineſs, 
I ſtrive to entertain my ſelf in a Ha- 
. 85 bit 


zo Perſian Lettere. 
bit of pleaſing. I never go to Bed 
without being perfum'd with the 
moſt delicious Eſſences. I remem- 
ber the happy time when thou 
eam'ſt to my Arms. A flattering. 
Dream ſeduces me, and ſhews me 
the dear Object of my Love; and 
as my Imagination is delighted with 
its Hopes, ſo it is loſt in its Deſires. 
Somerimes I hope thouwilt be tir'd 
with the Fatigues of Travelling, 
and return to thy Serail. N 8b 
aſſes. away with ſuch pleaſing 
reams, which awake or aſleep are 
alike vain. I ſeek thee by my Side, 
and thou: ſeem'ſt to fly from me. 
The Fire that devours me, diſ- 
fipates theſe Enchantments it ſelf, 
and recalls my wandring Spirits. I 
find my ſelf then fo animated —— - 
Thou wilt not believe it, Usbek. . 
but tis impoſſible to live in this 
Condition. The Fire burns in my 
Veins. Why can't I expreſs to 
thee what I feel ſo ſenſibly ! In that 
Moment, Usbek, I wou'd give the 
Empire of the World for one Kiſs 
of thee, How unhappy is the Wo- 
= man, 


"3 
1 
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man, whofe Deſires are ſo violent, 
XZ to be deprived of him who can on- 
up ſatisfy them; who, deliver'd up 
to her ſelf, and having nothing to 
divert her, muſt live in a conſtant 
courſe of Sighs, and the Fury of a 
rovok'd Paſſion; who, far from 
being happy her ſelf, has not the 
Advantage of ſerving to make ano- 
ther ſo. Uſeleſs Ornament of a 
Serail, kept for the Honour and 
not for the. Happineſs. of her Hus- 
band. 5 
You. Men are very cruel; you 
are pleas'd that we have Deſires 
which we cannot ſatisfie, and you 
treat us as tho? we had none; tho“ 
you would be very ſorry if we had- 
not. You believe they will be en- 
flam'd at fight of you, after the 
longeſt Mortifications. A. Man 
eannort eaſily make himſelf be be- 
lov'd 3. and the quicker way is to 
obtain from our Complexion, what | 
you dare not hope from your Me- 


it. 


22. Perſian Letters. 


Adieu, my dear Usek, Adieu. 
Aſſure thy ſelf that I live only to a- 
dore thee; my Soul is full of thee; 
and thy Abſenct, inſtead of making 
me forget thee, would encreaſe my 


Love, if it was poſſible for it to 


be more violent. 


From the Serail at Iſpahan 
the 12th of the Moon Ne- 
biab 1, 1711. 


LETTER VIII. 


Usbek to his Friend Ruſtan, 
at Iſpahan. 


1 Receiv'd yours at Erzeron, where 


I ftill remain. I did not doubt 


but my Departure would make a 
Noiſe, nor am I in pain about it. 


What wouldſt thou have me 
purſue; the Prudence of my Ene- 
mies, or my own? 3 

I was very young when I came 
firſt to Court. I may preſume to 


lays 
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Perſian Letters. 23 


ſay, my Heart was not corrupted 
there. I form'd a great Deſign to 
my ſelf, and durſt even there be 
Virtuous. Aſſoon as I knew Vice 


I fled it; but drew nearer it after- 


wards, to pull off its Mask. I car- 


ry'd Truth as far as the foot of the 
Throne. I talkt a Language till 
then unknown. I put Flattery out 
of countenance, and at the ſame 
time ſurpriz'd both the Adorers and 
the Idol. Me | 
But when I found my Sincerity 
had made me Enemies, that the 
Miniſters were jealous of me, and 
I was not at all in fayour with the 
Prince; that in a corrupt Court I 
could not ſupport my ſelf by ſolid 
Virtue, I reſolv'd to quit it. I 
feign'd a great attachment to the 
Sciences; and by feigning it ſome 


time, did indeed acquire it. I no 


more concern'd my ſelf with Af- 
fairs, but retir'd to a Country- 
Houſe. This Retirement had its 
Inconveniencies. I was ſtill ex- 
pos'd to the Malice of my n 

an 
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and had hardly any way left to de- 


fend my ſelf againſt it. Some ſe- 
cret Advice oblig'd me to look to 


my ſelf; I could think of no bet- 
ter Security than Exile; and my 
Retirement from Court furniſh'd 


me with a plaufible Pretence for it. 
I waited on the King, and teld 


him the Defire J had to be inſtru- 3 


&ed in the Sciences of the Weſt. 3 


I infinuated to him, that my Travels 
might be uſeful ra the Publick. 1 
found Favour in his fight. I depar- |: 
ted, and deprived my | ies of a 
Victim. 
This, Nuſtan, was the true Mo- 
tive of my Travels. Let Iſpabun 
talk, defend me not but to ſuch as 
love me; leave my Enemies to their 
malicious Interpretations. I ſhould 
be too happy if it was the only E- 
vil that could befall me. 
They talk of me at this time, 
perhaps hereafter I ſhall be too 


much forgotten, and that m 
Friends No, Ruftan, I will 


not give way to this melancholy 
Thought. 


Thought. I ſhall always be dear 
to them, and depend upon their Fi- 
delity, as I do on thine. 1 


Erzeron, the 20th of the Moon 
| Gemmadi 2. 1711. 


1 LETTER IX. 
de Chief Eunuch to Ibbi, at 
1 __ - Exzeron.- 


T HOU followeft thy ancient 
Maftet in his Travels. Thou 
paſſeſt thro' Provinces and King- 
doms. No Chagrins can make a- 
ny Impreſſion upon thee. Every 
moment preſents thee with ſome- 
thing new. Whatever thou ſeeſt 
diverts thee, and makes thy Time 
paſs away imperceptibly. 
Tis not the ſame with me, who 
am ſhut up in a terrible Priſon, al- 
ways ſurrounded with the ſame Ob- 
jects, and tormented with the ſame 
Cares; under the weight of — 
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and fifty Years Diſquiets, I groan, 
and am ready to ſink. I can truly 
ſay, that in the whole courſe of a 
long Lite, I have not known one 
chearful Day, nor one Moment's 
Eaſe. When my Maſter came to 
the cruel Reſolution to truſt his 

Women with me, and ſeduced me 
by a thouſand Promiſes and Threats, 
to part with my ſelf for ever; be- 
ing weary of painful Service, I re- 
ſolv'd to facrifice my Paſſions to m 

Repoſe and my Fortune. Wrete 


as I was ! I forefaw what I ſhou'd 
not ſuffer, but not what I ſhou'd. 


I flatter'd my ſelf with the Gain, 


but did not conſider the Loſs. 1 


hop'd to be deliver'd from the Aſ- 


faults of Love, by an Impotence of 


ſatisfying it. Alas! the Effect of 


the Paſhons is extinguiſh'd in 


me, Without 3 the 
Cauſe; and very far from relieving 


me, mine were continually enrag'd 


by the Objects with which I was 


environ'd. I enter'd the Serail, 
where every thing inſpir'd me with 
Regret 
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Regret for the Loſs I had ſuſtain'd. 
Every minute offer'd new Excite- 
ments to Deſire. The natural Gra- 
ces which charm'd my Eyes, at 
the ſame time prey'd upon my 


| Heart. The Beauties that were 


expos'd to me, made me look on 


the Man that poſleſt them with the 


moſt wracking Envy. In this 
Thought, I could not lead a Lady 
to my Maſter's Bed, I could not 
ſerve her in her Undreſs, but as 
ſoon as I return'd to my Chamber 
my Heart was ſeiz'd with Rage, 
and my Soul with horrid De- 
ſpair. . 


I was my ſelf my only Confident. 
Conſum'd with Sorrow and Care, 


my Life was my greateſt Burthen ; 


and I was forc'd to look, as ſeverely 
as I cou'd, on thoſe very Women 
whom I dcfir'd to gaze on with 
the moſt tender Glances. I ſhou'd 
have been ruin'd, had they obſery'd 
me. What Advantage wou'd they 
not have taken of it? 

1 


Such was my miſerable Youth. 
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what I had done, and that that Day 


away. I am old, and on that ac- 


certain occaſions, where my Duty 
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I remember when I once waited i 
ON A Lady at her Bath, I Was ſo ; 1 
tranſported, that I was no more my 
own Maſter, and had the Boldneſs 
to lay my Hand on a moſt formida- 
ble Place. I preſently thought of 


would be my laſt. However I had 
the good luck to eſcape the thou- 
fand Deaths which threaten'd me; 
but the Beauty, who was the Cauſe 
and the Witneſs of my Weakneſs, 
made me pay dear for her Silence, 
and often oblig'd me afterwards to 
make Compliances, every one of 
which put my Life in danger. 

At laſt, the Fire of Youth is paſt 


count in a State of Tranquility. I 
look on the Women with Indiffe- 
rence, and return upon them the 
ſame Contempt, and the ſame Tor- 
ments, which they have made me 
ſuffer. Ialways call to mind that I 
was born to command them; and 
methinks I become a Man again on 


autho- 
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| | authorizes. me to do it ſtill, I hate 


them, fince I ceas'd to love them, 
and Reaſon has remoy'd the Veil 
which conceal'd their Weakneſſes. 


XZ Tho' I guard them for another, I 


have a ſecret Pleaſure in being o- 
bey'd by them; and when I deprive 
them of what they would have, it 
ſeems as if it was on my own ac- 
count, and I have an indirect Satis- 
faction in it. I am like a little Em- 
peror in the Serail; and my Ambi- 
tion, the only Paſſion that is left 
me, receives a little Contentment 
in that. I pride in the Dependance 


they have —_ me, and in being 


always neceffary to them. I Wil- 


lingly take upon me the Hatred of 
ah 


eſe Women, which fixes me 


the faſter in my Office; nor do 


they find an Ingrate in me. I am 


always a Spy upon their moſt in- 


nocent Pleaſures; and ſtand always 


before them like an immoveable 
Barrier. They form Projects, and 


Jon a ſudden put a ſtop to them. T 
am prepare d with Repulſes, and 


have 


7 
84 
2 1 
1 
8 30 
* 
47 
341 
f 
. + 
3 
"230 
£54) 
<8 
—_ 
1 
#38 
* 4] 
1 
* 
{41 
* 
3 
? ; 
74] 
5 
375] 
1 
ä 
"7 | 
2 
2 
2 
F 
7 , 
" 
wy 1 
' 1 
* 
bis 
22% , 
i#Y 
4 
7 * 
Rs 
T8 
” "79 
+ 
"In 
. 
| 
. 
4 
15 
x 1 
1 ” 
5 H 
1 
#7 
+ 
by 
=, 
33 
2 
12 | 4 
bt 
4. 
vg 


\ 
Ga oe TT 
S_ > 2 


* 
r 
et 


F 
Oy ns OERS OA 


TY c * 7 


N * — — 
n n 


— 


8 * 
ee 


— * 
Cy 
—.— 


2 2 
Wo a 2 
nag ay. 


1 
J/ͤͤ — es EL. 8 
-4 T7 om" 
8 1 


"5 
— — 


. — gs Ae Wen Et * 

He an E — r 

4. - — 2 r. Naa * 1 x G r . 
7 Cs e r * 8 (i 8 


ho pn 
a ? n 170 
A 


0 Perſian Letters. 
have Scruples always at hand, when- 
ever they propoſe any thing. I am 


continually talking to them of Du- 


ty, Virtue, Chaſtity, Modeſty; and 
eternally teazing them with the 
Weakneſs of their Sex, and the Au- 
thority I have over them. I then 
complain of the Obligation I lye 
under, to uſe ſuch Severity; and 
ſeem as if I would have them be- 
lieve J had no other Motive than 
their Intereſt, and an extream De- 
fire to ſerve thñem. 8 1 

Notwithſtanding all this, I too 
have my Diſguſts as well as they; 


and, in my turn, meet with an infi- 


nite variety of Vexations. Theſe 
2 Creatures are every day 
projecting how to be quit with 
me; and ſo they are ſometimes, with 
' a vengeance. The turns of Rule 
between us, are like the ebbings 
and flowings of the Sea. They 
charge me daily with the molt 
mortifying Services. They affect a 
Scorn which 1s without Example. 


And, without any reſpe& to my 


Years, 
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| Years, they frequently call me up 
ten times a-night, and tliat for the 
leaſt Trifles. I'm wearied to death 
with their repeated Orders, Com- 
mands, Employments, and Caprices. 
They relieve one another to keep 
me in Exerciſe, and one wou'd 
think there's a Succeſſion of 
W himſeys among them. Some- 
times they pleaſe themſelves with 


giving me the Alarm; and oblige 


| me to redouble my Cares, by falfe 


Inſinuations againſt one another. 


Sometimes they let me know, that 
a young Man has been ſeen lurking 
about the Walls. At other times, 
that a Noiſe has been heard, or a 


Letter been deliver'd. All this 


gives me Diſquiet; and they do but 
laugh at it. It tickles them to ſee 
how I am vex'd at it. Sometimes 
they'll tye me behind a Door, and 
keep me there Night and Day. 
They are very skilful in coun- 
terfeiting Diſeaſes, Swoonings, 
Frights. They never want a Pre- 
tence to gain their Point of me. 
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At ſuch times I'm bound to a Wind 


Obedience, and a :Complaifance 3 


without limits. For a Man in my 


Office to refuſe them on theſe oc- | 
caſions, wou'd be a thing never | 
heard of; and if I ſhould diſpute i 
their Orders, *twould be a ſufficient | 
warrant for them to chaſtiſe me. 


J had rather, dear Abi, loſe my 


Life, than be humbled after that | 


baſe manner. 4 | 
This is not all. T am never ſure 


of my Maſter's Fayour a moment, 


having ſo many. Enemies in his 


Heart always contriving how to 
ruin me. And theſe Enemies have 
certain Moments in which I can't be 
heard; Moments in which he can 
refuſe them nothing, and in which IÞ 


mult needs be always in the wrong. 
I lead Women enrag'd to the Bed 


of my Maſter. Do you think they'll 
do me any Service, and that my] 


Side will be the ſtrongeſt? May 
not I well be afraid of their Tears, 


their Sighs, their Embraces, and 
even their Pleaſures. They are on 
1 
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the Scene of their Triumphs, and 


F their Charms become terrible to me. 


Preſent Services in a minute efface 
all my paſt ones; and who can an- 
ſwer for a Mafter who is no longer 
himſelf? ns” 
How often have 1 lain down in 
Favour, and riſen in Diſgrace? 
What had I done the day that 1 


Y was ſo baſely-laſh'd round the Se- 


rail? I left a Woman in my Ma- 
ſter's Arms: As ſoon as ſhe ſaw he 


vas inflam'd, ſhe pour'd out a tor- 
rent of Tears, : She complain'd, and 


manag'd her Complaints ſo well, 
that they grew upon her as faſt as 
Love grew upon him. How cou'd 
I have defended my ſelf in ſo criti- 
cal a minute? I was undone when 
J leaſt thought of it. I was the 
Victim of an amorous Negotiation, 
and a Treaty form'd by Sighs. 
Such, dear Ibhi, is the cruel Con- 
dition in which IJ have always 


— 
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Graces as long as thou liv'ſt. 


From the Serail at Takes; the laſt 
ef 4 the Moon Ps 1711. 


2 — 


LETTER X. 


Mirza to his Friend Win 
at Erzeron. 


ca cou'd give me Comfort in thine. 


5 the Soul of our Society; and how 


„ had is it to break thoſe Ties that 
{i | were faſten'd by Friendſhip and | 


Reaſon? We diſpute here very 


Subj ect. Yeſterday the Queſtion 


i wes, whether Pleaſure 18 Happineſs, Z 


[i | and 


i much, and Morals are 3 y the | 


How happy art thou, whoſe Du- * 
ty is confin'd only to the Perſon 3 
of Usbek. Tis eaſie for thee to 
pleaſe him, and preſerve his good 4 


Fs HOU wert the only Man that : 
could make me amends for Ri- 
ca's Abſence, and no body but Ri- 


Thou art wanting, Usbek; thou wert 
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n and Felicity conſiſts in the Satiſ- 
faction of the Senſes, or the Pra- 


2 0 


2 thee ſay, that Men were born to 
be virtuous; and that Juſtice is a 
Quality as neceſſary to them as 
3 Exiſtence; pr'ythee 4" 24D to me 
what thou mean'ſt by it 
I have diſcourſt with the Mol- 
FF Zacks, who torment me with Paſſa- 
: es out of the Alcoran; for I do 
not talk to them as a true Believer, 
but as a Man, a Citizen, a Father 
of a F l 
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Usbek to Mirza at ſpahan. 


THOU doſt renounce thy own 


Theu deſcendeſt to conſult me: 


'Fhou believeſt me capable of in- 
ſtructing thee. Dear Mirza, there 


Etice of Virtue? I kao often heard 


Reaſon, to make a Tryal of mine. 


is ſomething that flatters me, more 
"03 than 
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than the good Opinion thou haſt 
eonceiv'd of me, and that is thy 
Friendſhip which procur'd it. 
To diſcharge what thou re- 
quireſt of me, I don't think there's 
need of making uſe of very ab- 
fracted Reaſons. There are certain: | 
Truths which *tis not enough to 
convince Men of, they muſt alſo: 
be made ſenſible of them. Such 
are the Truths of Morals. Perhaps 
this Piece of Hiſtory will touch thee, 
more than a Philofophical Theſis. 
"There 10 A People among the: 
Arabians call'd Troglodites,, who» 
deſcend from the ancient Troglodites, 
who according to Hiſtoriens were 
more like Beaſts than Men. Theſe 
were not {ſo deform'd indeed, they 
were not hairy like Bears, they 
did not hiſs, t they had two Eyes; 
bur they were * wicked and wild 
that they had no Principle of Equity 
or Juſtice among them. 
They had a King of a foreign 
Origine, who to correct the Wick - 
edneſs 
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edneſs of their Nature treated them 
ſeverely; but they roſe againſt him, 
killed him, and rooted out all the 
„„ EE TT 
This Blow being ſtruck, they 


K 


aſſembled together to ſettle a Go- 


vernment, and after much Debate 
they created Magiftrates; but they 
were ſcarce choſen before they be- 
came inſupportable, and they maſſa- 
JJ f 
Deliver'd of this new Yoke, 
they follow'd nothing but the Di- 
Fates of their ſavage Natures. 
'Fhev all agreed they would have 
no Governor; that every one ſhould 
purſue his own Intereſts, without 
conſulting thoſe of other Men. 


This unanimous Reſolution was ex- 


by 


tremely grateful to all the Trog/odites. 
They cry'd, Why ſhould I work my 
{elf ro death for Perſons whom I'm 
not at all concern'd for? F'll mind 
my ſelf only. I'II live happy. What 
1s't to me whether others are ſo or 
not? What I want I'll have; and 
TT aw 7 it 
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if I have it, I ſhan't matter how | 
miſerable all the other Troglodites are. 
»Twas then Seed Time; and e- 
very one ſaid, I'll till my Ground 
only for juſt ſo much Corn as. 1s 
neceſſary for my own Subſiſtance. 
More than I need my ſelf, is ſu- 
perfluous. I'll not labour for no- 
thing. | 0 

| The Lands of this little King- 
dom were not all alike fruitful. | 
Some were dry, ſome were moun- [1 
tainous; and the lower Grounds il. 
were water'd with ſeveral Springs. 
There happen'd a. great Drouth 
8 1 
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this Year, inſomuch that the Up- 
lands fail'd entirely, whereas the 
Low-Lands water'd with the 
Springs were very fruitful. Thus 
the Inhabitants of the Mountains f 
periſh'd for want of Bread: Thoſe MW. 
of the Low Country being ſo hard- 
| 
; 


hearted as to deny them a Portion 

of their Harveſt. ONS 
The next Year was a wet Sea- 
ſon. The Up-lands abounded with 
Corn, and the Lower were drown'd.. 
Half 
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Half of the Nation again cry'd out 
Famine ; but the Mountainers were 
as hard-hearted as the Inhabitants 
of the Low-Lands had been. 

One of the principal Men in the 


: Country had a very handſome Wife. 


His Neighbour fell in Love with 


: her, and took her from him. This 


occaſion'd a great Quarrel, and af- 
ter much Scolding and many Blows, 
they agreed to refer the . to 
a Troglodite, who, while the Repub- 


lick laſted, had ſome Credit <mong 
them. They went to him, an 
were going to tell him their Caſe; 
but he cut them ſhort : What mat- 
ter's it to me, ſaid he, which of 
you has the Woman? I mult look 


after my Ground, and not waſte my 


| Time upon your Affairs, to the 


Detriment of my own. Pray leave 
me, and don't diſturb me with 
our Differences. At theſe words 


e went about his buſineſs. The 
| Raviſher, who was the ſtronger 


Man of the two, ſwore he wou'd 
rather loſe his Life than part with' 
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the Woman; and the Husband was 
forc'd to return home, curſing the 
Injuſtice of his Neighbour, and 
the Moroſeneſs of the Judge. As 
he was going to his Houſe, he met 
with a young handſome Woman 
coming from the Well. He had 
no Woman of his own. This plea- | 
ſed him; and he was much more 
pleas'd when he underſtood 'twas 
the Wife of the Man whom he 
had choſen to be the Judge be- 
tween him and the Raviſher, and 
who had made ſo light of the Caſe. 
He took her, and carry'd her home 
with him. 
There was a Man who had 
2 Field pretty fertile, which he 
cultivated with Care. TWO of 
his Neighbours join'd together, 
drove him out of his Houle, and 
oſſeſt themſelves of his Field. 
They enter! d into a League to de- 
fend themſelves againſt all thoſe 
that ſhould endeavour to diſpoſſeſs 
them, and maintain d themſelves 
in it ſeyeral. Months: But one of 
5 them 


them being weary of enjoying in 
Partnerſnip what he might have 


all to himſelf, kill'd the other, 


andibecame ſole Maſter of the Field. 
His Empire was of ſhort duration. 
Two Troglodites came and fell up- 


on him; he was too weak for 


them both, and they murder'd him, 
as he had dane his Partne. 
A Troglodite, who was almoſt. 


naked, law ſome Cloth to be ſold. 


He demanded the Price. Says the 


Draper to himſelf, I ought not in- 


deed to have more for my Cloth than 


would purchaſe two Buſhels of 


Wheat, but I'll have as much as 


hall buy me eight Buſhels. The 


Man wanted the Cloth, and muſt 
pay what the Draper demanded. 


per; I {hall have Bread enough now. 


How is that, reply'd his Cuttomer ? 


Do you want Corn? I have ſome 


to ſell; but perhaps the Price will 
ſtartle you, for you know Wheat 


is very dear, and the Famine ſpreads 
almoſt every where; but give me 


4 Perſian Letters. 
my Money back, and you ſhall 
have a Buſhel; and you ſhan't have 
it cheaper, tho' you die of Hunger. | 
A mortal Diſtemper in the mean 
while rag'd in the Country, An 
able Phyſician arriv'd there out of 
a W one. His Reme- 
dies were ſo effectual, that they | 
cur'd all who took them. When | 
the Sickneſs was over, he went to | 
thoſe that he had cur'd, to be paid 
for the Cure. But he met with De- 
nials only. He return'd home worn 
out with the Fatigue of his Jour- 
ney, and ſoon after underſtood that 
the ſame Diſtemper had again ta- 
ken the Troglodites, and rag'd worſe 
than ever among that ungrateful 
People. 1 came to him this 
time, and he ſaid to them, Go, un- 
juſt Men as you are; there is a 
Poiſon in your Souls more mortal 
than the Sickneſs you would be 


pf  -eur'd of. You don't deſerve a 
* .  dwelling-place upon Earth. You 
if know not what Humanity is, and 
9 are ignorant of the Rules of Equi- 
a 5 9 
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ty. I thould think I offended the 
e Gods who would puniſh you, if I 
r. FF oppos'd the Juſtice of their wrath, 
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] Usbek zo the /ame, at Iſpahan. 


i — HOU haſt ſcen, dear Mirza; 
1 how the Tyoglodites periſh'd 
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by their own Wickedneſs, and 
were the Victims of their own In- 
juſtice. Of ſo many Families as 
| 1 were in the Nation, two only 
verre left, who eſcap'd in the ge- 
neral Deſtruction. Theſe two men 
= were very ſingular. They had ſome 
knowledge of Humanity and Ju- 
ſtice. They lov'd Virtue, and were 
united as much by the Rectitude of 
their own Minds, as by the Cor- 
ruption of their Countrymens, 
They were Witneſſes of the com- 
h mon. 
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mon Deſolation, and no farther 
concern'd in it than they were led 
by Pity. The Deſtruction of their 
Neighbours - was a Motive of far- 
ther Union. They labour'd with 
unuſual Sollicitude * the common 
Intereſt. They had no Differences 
but ſuch as are the effect of a ſweet 
and _ bree + They liv'd 
a happy eaceful Life in a bye 
Part o — ountry, ſeparate from 
the reſt of the 292 who 
were not worthy of them. The 
Soil ſeem'd to produce of it elf, 
ſo bleft was the Labour of their 
pure Hands. 

They lov'd their Wixes, and were 
tenderly belov'd by them. They 
were wholly intent upon educa- 
ting their Children to Virtue. 
They continually repreſented to 
them the Calamities of their Coun- 
trymen, and often ſet that mo- 
ving Example before their Eyes. 
They above all things inſtill'd in- 
to them this Principle, that every 


private Man's Intereſt is * 


F 


— Iersel of the Com- 


munity. To divide it, is Ruin. 
That Virtue is not a thing Which 


ſhould be troubleſome to us, nor 
ought the Exerciſe of it to give ws 
Pain; and that Juſtice to anther, 
is Charity to ↄur ſelyes. 

They had ſoon the Conſolation c 
of virtuous Fathers; Which is, to 
have Children like themſelves. 


The young People who grew ud 


under them, encreasd by happy 


Marriages. The Number aug- 


mented. Union Was preſervid. Vir- 
tue, inſtead of being weaken d, was 
fortify'd in a Multtade, and ſpread 


every Where by Example. 
Who can defcribe-now ke. -Hap- 
pineſs of. the — 80 guſt 
a People muſt needs be dear to 


the Gods. As ſoon as ahey open d 


their Eyes to know them, they 
learnt to fear them; Religion re- 
fin d their Morals, and civil 'd:the 
_ rudeneſs of Nature. 
They inſtituted [Feaſts to he 
Honour of the. Gods. The young 
en 
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Men and Maidens adorn'd with 
Flowers, celebrated the Rites with 
Dances, and the ſoft Notes of 
Sylvan Muſick. Banquets ſucceed- 
ed, and their Joy was as frugal as 
it was univerſal. - Plain N ature 
ſpoke in theſe Aſſemblies. Here 
it was that Hearts were given and 
taken. Here the Bluſhes of mo- 
deſt Virgins betray'd thoſe Senti- 
ments, which were confirm'd by 
the Conſent of Fathers; and here 
tender Mothers pleas'd themſelves 
with the agreeable foreſight of 
their Daughters future Happineſs, 
in the Love and Fidelity of their 
 Husbands. The Bleſſings of Hea- 
ven were implor'd in Temples. 
Thoſe Bleſſings did not conſiſt. in 
Riches, and a burthenſome Abun- 

dance. Such Wiſhes were un- 

worthy the happy Troglodites. They 
pray'd for them, for others. For 

themſelves, their Father's Health, 

their Brother's Friendſhip, their 

Wive's Love, their Children's Af- 

fection and Obedience, were the 
Ny only 
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W only Subjects of their Prayers. The 


Maidens brought thither the dear 
Sacrifice of their Heart, and de- 
manded nothing of the Gods but 
that they might render a Troglodite 


happy 


in the Evenin 


g, when the Flocks 
quitted the Fields, and the tir'd 


Oxen brought home the Plough; 
theſe innocent People met, and o- 
ver a light Repaſt ſung the Crimes 
and Puniſhment of the ancient 
Troglodites ; and how Virtue and 
Felicity ſprung up with: the rifing . 


Generation. 
HGreatneſs of the Gods, their Fa- 


hey 


then ſung the 


vours to Men who addreſs them 


ſelves to th 


em, and their inevitable 


Wrath againſt thoſe that do not 


fear them. 


FThey 


deſcrib'd the 


Sweets of a Country Life, and the 
Pleaſures of a State, always adorn'd 


with Innocence: After which the 


gave themſelves up to thoſe ſoft 
Slumbers that are never diſturb'd 


by Care and Sorrow. 


Nature 


48 Perſian Letters. : 
Nature contributes to their Pe- 
fires, as much as to their Neceſſi- 
ties. Covetoufneſs is a ſtranger in 
the bleſſed Clime. They make 
Preſents, and the Giver always thinks Þ 
he has the advantage. The Nati- 
on of the Troglodites look on them- 
ſelves as one Family only. Their 
Flocks and Herds were almoft always 
confounded, and the only trouble 
which they commonly ſpar'd them- 
ſelves was that of dividing them. 
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Erzeron, the 6th of the Moon 
Gemmadi 1, 1711. 


LETTER XII, 


1 Cannot talk enough to thee of the 
1 Virtue of the Troglodites. One 
of them ſaid once, My Father is to 
riſe to-morrow betimes to go to 


wr —_— ; I'll be up two hours be- 
him, 


Wo tore and when he comes to 
i his- 
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his Field he ſhall find it ready 
plough'd to his hand. 
| Said another to himſelf, wy Si- 
ſter ſeems to have a kindneſs for 
ſuch a young Trog/edite, a Kinſman 
Jof ours; I'IT talk to my Father, and 
get him to conſent to the Marri- 
age. 
"on ts was told, Some Robbers 
have ſtoln your Kine: I am ſorry 
for't, ſays he; there was a white Hei- 
fer, which I deſign'd for a Sacrifice 
to the Gods. 
= Another was heard to fay, I 
muſt go to the Temple, and return 
Thanks to the Gods for the Reco- 
very of my Brother, who is ſo dear 
to my Father and me. 3 
There's a Field bordering on my 
Father's, and thoſe that work there 
ram! rant the Heats of the Sun 
I muſt plant ſome Trees there, that 
thoſe poor Men may repoſc them- 
ſelves lometimes under their ſhade. 
Several Troglodites being on 
a time met together, an old Man 
talk'd to a young one whom he 
| ſuſpecteal 
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5 ſuſpected to have done an ill Action, | 


and reproached him for' doing it. 
don't 


Family. 


A Troglolite was told, Stran- | 
gers have plunder'd your Houſe 
and carry'd every thing away with 
them; If it is not unjuſt, replies he, 
IT wiſh the Gods may give them 


longer Uſe of it than I have had. 
So much Proſperity was not look'd 
upon withour Envy. The Neigh- 
bouring People aſſembled, and un- 
der a vain Pretext reſolved to take 
from them their Sheep and Cattel. 
When the Troglodites heard of it, 
they ſent Ambaſſadors to them, 
who ſpoke to this Effect. 

W hat have the Troglodites done 
to you? Have they robb'd you of 
your Cattel or 3 Have they 
waſted your Fields? No, we are 
Juſt ; we fear the Gods. What 
then would 4; have of us? Is it 
Wool to make you Cloaths? Wil! 
you haye the Milk of our Cows, 

or 


The — ung Troglodites ſaid, We] 2 
elieve he is guilty of it; but 
if he is, may he dye the laſt of his 


We Dy 
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or the Fruits of our Land? Lay 


% 3 _ 22 Arms; come to us, and 
ve all have all of them. But 
ut! — fem by all that is ſacred, if 
ni vou enter our Country as Enemies, 
| we'll look upon you as an unjuſt 
n. People, and treat you as we would 
6 wild Beaſts. 

4 Their Words were with 
2 Contempt. Theſe Savages enter'd 
the Lands of the Tyoglodites, whom 
. they took to have no other Defence 
4 than their Innocence. 

But they were well prepared to 
„defend themſelves; they plac'd 


” WY their Wives and Children in the 
K midſt of them. They were ſur- 
piriz'd at the Injuſtice, and not at 

# the Number of their Enemies. 
An unuſual Warmth ſeiz'd their 
Breaſts. One wou'd die for his Fa- 
ther ; another for his Wife and 


| Children ; 3 this for his Brethren, 
/ that for his Friends : All of them 
for the Troglodite N ation. The 
; Poſt of him 4 234 expired, was ſoon 
| fll'd by another, who, beſides the 


com- 
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common Cauſe, had the Death of 
a private Perſon to revenge. 


Such was the Combat of Injuftice : 
and Virtuc. Thoſe baſe Wretches 
who ſought only Booty, were not 
aſham'd to fly, and gave way to the 
Virtue of the Troglodites, even 


without being touch'd with it. 


Erzeron, the ↄth of the Moon 
Gemmadi 2, 1711, 


LETTER XIV. 
Usbek to the ſame. 


8 the Tyoglodites daily encreas'd 
A in numbers, they thought it 
Proper for * to _ ſe a King. 
agreed that t to 
= the Crown on te . 
"Was _ and caſt their E 
on ͤ one o was gqually venerable 
for his Age and his Virtue. He 
Vou'd not afhit at the Aſſembly. 


He ſhut himfelf up in his Houle. 
His 


2 
Lo 5 


_. 


OF 35> 
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fNdUlis Heart was overcome with Hea- 

= vinels. 

= When Deputics came to him to 
inform him of the Choice, God 
I forbid, cries he, I ſhow'd do fo 
much Injury to the Troglodites, as 
to think there is no Perſon among 
them more juſt than I am. You 
tender me the Crown, and if you 
inſiſt upon it, I muſt accept of it. 
But aſſure your felves I ſhall dye 
with Grief for having ſeen the 


fee them in Subjection. At theſe 
words, he burſt _ e. Tears; 
Unhappy Day, cry'd he, Why did 
I five l long ? He then added, in 


OY faded 


glodites, what it is. Your Vir- 
tue begins to be too heavy for 
you. In the condition you at this 
time are, you muſt be virtuous in 
2 of your ſelves. You can't 
ſubſiſt without it, but would fall 
into the Miſeries of your Fore-fa- 


k A £55 k £© £ SY” a bh 


thers. This Yoke feems hard to 


you. You had rather ſubmit to a 
Prince, 


SI ONE 


Troglodites born free, and now to 


a ſeverer Tone, I ſee, oh ye Tro- 
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Prince, and obey his Laws, leſs ri- 
gorous than your Morals. You 
know you may then ſatisfie your 
Ambition, acquire Riches, and lan- 
guiſh in vile Luxury; and provided 
you avoid committing e Crimes, 
you will have no need of Virtue. 
He ſtopp'd a moment, and his 
Tears flow'd faſter than ever. Ah! 
what wou'd you have me do ? How 
can I lay my Commands on a Tro- 
glodite ? Wou'd you that he thou'd 
do a virtuous Action becauſe I com- 
mand it? Would he not do it of 
himſelf, and from an Inſtinct of 
nature only ? Oh Troglodites, I'm 
almoſt at the endof my Days. M 
Blood is frozen in my Veins. I ſhall 
ſoon ſee again your pious Anceſtors. 
Why would you have me afflict 
them, why wou'd you oblige me 
to tell them, that I left you under 
any other Y oke than that of Virtue? 


Erzeron, the 10th of the Moon 
Gcmmadl 2, 1711, 


LET- 
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LETTER XV. 


[| Usbek 70 Mollack Mehemet 
= Ali, Guardian of the Three 
Tombs. 


"HY doſt thou = in the 
Tombs, divine Mollack? 
Thou art more made for the So- 


ſelf without doubt for fear of dark- 
ning the Sun. Thou haſt no Spots, 


like that Star; but, like him, thou 4 


art hid in Clouds. 

Thy Science is an Abyſs more 
profound than the Ocean; thy 
Wit more piercing than Zufager, 
that Sword of Hali, which had 
two Points. Thou know'ſt what 

E paſſes in the nine Choirs of the 

| Celeſtial Powers. Thou readeſt 
the Alcorau on the Breaſt of our 
divine Prophet; and when thou 
findeſt any ane, Paſſage, an An 
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el by his order diſplays his rapid 
3 and . from 5 
Throne to reveal to thee the Se- 
cret. | | 
By thy. means, I may have an in- 
timate Correſpondence ' with the 
Cherubims ; for, in fine, thou thir- 
teenth Iman, art not thou the 
Center where Heaven and Earth 
meet, and the Point of Commu- 
nication between the Abyſs and the 
Empyrean ? „5 
Im in the middle of a profane 
People, ſuffer me te puriſie my ſelf 
with thee, fuffer me to turn my Vi- 
ſage towards the ſaered Place which 
thou inhabiteſt. Difſtinguiſh me 
from the Wicked, as the white 
'Fhread at the riſing of Aurora is 
diftinguiſh'd from the black. Aſſiſt 
me with thy Counſels, take care of 
my Soul, make- it drunk with the 
Spirit of the Prophers, feed it with 
the Science of Paradiſe, and ſuffer 
me to hy its Wounds at thy- Feet. 
Direct thy holy Letters to me at 
N - Evae* 


Sa 9 mp 
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Eræerum, where 1 thall Kay fome 
Months. 


Erzeron, beth of the Alben 
Gennadi 2, 1711. 


1 te. 


3 
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LerrER XVI. 
Usbek go the /ame, 


"Cannot calm 27 Impatience, di- 
vine Mollacł; 

thy ſublime Anfwer. I have Doubts, 

and they muſt be Katie d. I find 


my Reaſon goes a- ſtray. thou 
bring it back into the right Path. 


Enlighten me, thou Source of 
Light. Fulminate with thy hea» 


venly Pen, the Difficulties Jam a- 


bout to propoſe to thee. Make 
me pity my ſelf, and bluſh at the 
Queſtion I'm going to ask. 

Why is it that our Legiſlator 


forbids us the uſe of Swine's Fleſh, 


and all Meats which he calls un- 
elean ? Why are we forbidden to 
1 touch 


cannot wait for 
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touch a Corpſe, and commanded to 
waſh our Bodies inceſſantly to pu- 
rifie our Souls? Methinks things 
are not, in themſelves, either pure 
or impure. I can't conceive any 
Quality inherent to the Subject, 
which can render them ſuch. Dir: 
ſeems filthy to us, only becauſe it 
offends our ſight, or ſome other 
ſenſe ; but is no more ſo in it ſelf, 
than Gold or Jewels. The Idea of 
filthineſs, - contracted by touching a 
Corpſe, comes only from a certain 
natural Repugnance which we have 
to it. If the Bodies of ſuch as do 
not waſh them, don't offend either 
the ſmell or the fight ; how 
cou'd one imagine them to be im- 
—purct: if Y 
The Senſes, divine Mollack, 
Judge 1 to be the ſole 
Judges of the purity or impurity of 
things. But — Objects Ba ne nf. 
fect all Men after the ſame manner; 
ſo that which gives an agreeablc 
Senſation to one, may produce a 
diſtaſteful one in another; from 
| 4 whence 
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whence it follows, that the Teſti- 
mony of Senſe can't ſerve for a Rule 
here, unleſs we ſay that every one 


may decide the point according to 


his fancy; and diftinguiſh, as far as it 


relates to himſelf, things pure, from 


ſuch as are not ſo. 
Would not this, ſacred Mollacł, 
overturn all the Diſtinctions eſta» 


blliched by our Holy Prophet, toge- 


ther with the fundamental Points of 
that Law, which was written with 
the Finger of an Angel? 


Erzeron, the 20th of the Moon 
Semmadi 2, 1711. 


1 * _ _ + * 8 — ONE VR D 


Si + Wh 
Mehemet Ali, Servant of the 


Prophets, to Usbek 4 


Erze ron. 


* O U always propoſe Queſtions 


to us that haye been anſwered 
a thouſand times already by our 


Holy Prophet. Why do not you 
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reſolved. | 


Aby1s ;: and. the 
feet kicks 


— Rane retro 
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Ihis word is more in uſe among the Turks, 


— — 
— — 


read the Traditions of the Dost. 
ers? Why do you not drink at that 
pure ſtream of all Wiſdom? You 
wou'd there find all your doubts 


Wretch, always perplexed with 
the vile * of Earth, thou haſt 
never with a fixed look behold thoſe 
of Heaven; and thou revereft the 
condition of the Mollabs, without 
daring. either to embrace or fol- 
low it. LY 

Profane Mortals that ye are, who 
never dive- into the Secrets of the 
Eternal; your Lights are no bet- 
ter than the thick darkneſs of the 
reaſonings of your 
Soul are like the duſt which your 
s up when. the Sun is in 
its meridian” heighth in the ſcor- 
ching month of Chahban.. 

Neither does the Zenith of your 
Minds riſe up even to the Nadir 
of that of the meaneſt of the 
* ſmaums : Your vain Philoſophy 


7 © © Pa ml. ak wann 


tht. ihe... a ** — —agM . 2 Aa 
N Tal * * 


4 


than among the Perſians. 
. is 
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is that flaſh of lightning which is 
the forerunner of Tempeſt and 
Darkneſs; you are in the midſt of 


the ſtorm, and are toſt about with 
every blaſt of wind. 


ke is a very eaſie matter to ſolve 


your difficulry : We need only re- 
late to you what happened one 
day to our Holy Prophet, when 


being rempted by the Chriſtians, 


and tried by the Jews, he n 
confounded both. | 
The Jew Avdias Theſalon * asked 


him why God had forbidden the 
uſe of fivine's-feſh : Not without 


reaſon, anſwered the Prophet: it 


is an unclean beat, and I will con- 


vince you thereof. He moulded 
the ſhape of a Man with ſome dirt 
in his hand; he threw it to the 
round, and cried, Ariſe. Imme- 
iately a man aroſe, and ſaid, I 


am Japhet the Son of Noah. Was 


* hair as White when thou de- 


— — _ 


El 1 Tradir'en, | 
D 4 parted'ſt 
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parted'ſt this life, ſaid the Holy 


Prophet, as it is now? No, replied 
he: but when thou awakened'ſt 
me, I thought the day of Judg- 
ment had been come, and the dread 
of that was ſo great upon me, that 
my hair ſuddenly changed to white. 
Well, ſaid the Sent of God, re- 
late to me the whole Hiſtory of 
Neahb's Ark. Japhet obey'd, and 
gave a particular account of eyery 
thing that paſs'd the firſt months: 
53 and then proceeded as follows. 
17 We flung the ordure of all 
only the Animals to one fide of the Ark, 
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wif which made it lean ſo much that 
9 75 way, that we were all in a fad 
* fright about it, eſpecially our wives, 
70 who ſquawled moſt heartily. Our 
"bg Father Noah, going to take coun- 
4 ſel with the Lord, he commanded 
yl him to take the Elephant, and iWl © 
4G 75 . gs 11 
79 ſet him with his head toward the 11 
7 fide that leaned. That great Ani- . 
e | 


mal was ſo plentiful in his Evacua- | 
tions, that 3 ſprung from them 0 
a Hog. Doſt thou not believe, 
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Usbek, that from that day we have 
abſtained from this Beaſt, and loox - 
ed upon it as Unclean? 
But as the Hog every day wal- 
lowed in the Dung, and ſtirred it 
about, there aroſe ſuch a ſtench in 
the Ark, that he himſelf cou'd not 
forbear ſneezing ; and out of his 
| noſe fell a Rat, which went about 
gnawing and nibbling of every thing 
that came in his way : which grew 
ſo inſupportable to Noah, that he 
thought it neceſſary to conſult God 
once more. He ordered him to 
give the Lyon a great knock of the 
torehead, who thereupon ſneezed 
too, and from his noſe leaped a 
Cat. Doſt thou not think theſe 
Animals are unclean alſo ? Anſwer 
me. N | 
When therefore. thou doſt not 
perceive the reaſon of the impu- 
rity. of certain things, it is becauſe 
thou art ignorant of many others, 
and art not informed of what hath: 
paſt between God, the Angels and 
Men. Thou knoweſt nothing of 
, r 
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the W wma { Thou haſt 
not read 

ven: what has been revealed to 
thee is but a very ſmall part of the 
Divine Library; and even thoſe 


who, like us, are admitted ſomething 
further into it in this life, are ſtill 1 in 
obſcurity and darkneſs. Adieu. Ma- 


bomet be in thy Heart. 


Com, the laft of the Moon 
Chahban, 1711. | 
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LETTER XVIII. 


Usbek zo his Friend Rafi, 
at Ipahan. 


7E ſojourn'd but eight days 
at Tocat : after a march of five 
and thirty days, we are now arri- 
ved at Smirna. All the way from 
Tocat. to Smirna we do not meet 
with one ſingle Town worth no- 
tice. I beheld with amazement 
the weakneſs of the Empire of the 
* that huge diſtemper'd 5 
y 


e Books penned in Hea-- 
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dy does not ſupport it ſelf by a mild 


and temperate regimen; but by vi- 


olent remedies, Which are eee . 


OO nd exhaufting it 
ngth 


The Baſhaws, who obtain their 


employments only by means of their 


money Yr enter upon their Provin- 


ces naked, and Fall to plundering 
of them as if her were e 
Places. An inſolent Soldiery i 


ſubject to nothing but his pan hg 
the Towns are - diſmantled; the 


Cities deſert; the Countries deſo- 
late; the manure of the Fields and 
Traffic entirely neglectedt. 


* 


Impunity reigns in this ſevere 


ae e the Chriſtians, who 
cultivate the Lands; the "Jews, 
who collect the Tributes ;z are ex- 
poſed to a thoufand violences. 


5 


{ 


The property in the- —— => | 


uncertain, .and - conſequently. 


deſire of improving them 1 1 
ed: no Title, no Poſſeſſion will 


hold againſt the 3 of the 
Governour.: - s 


Theſe 


1 
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'Theſe Barbarians have ſo fan 
deſerted all the Arts that they have 
neglected - even the Art Military: 

while the Nations of Europe grow 
more and more knowing every 
day,. they remain in their ancient 
ignorance z. and ſeldom mind to 
take advantage of their new inven- 
tions, till they have been ſoundly 
drubbed by means of them a thou- 
ſand times. | 7 i 

They have no experience at Sea, 
no expertneſs at handling the tac- 
kle: they ſay, a poor handful of 
Chriſtians that iſſue from a Rock * 
make all the Otrtomans tremble, and 
harraſs the whole Empire. 

Uncapable of Trade themſelves, 
they bear with N. to ſee the 
Europeans always laborious and en- 
Fl terprizing, carrying it on for them :. 

We they fancy they are mighty graci- 
il ous. to. thoſe ſtrangers in allowing 
i them to br ing them Riches. 

| In all the vaſt extent of Coun- 


4 try which Lhave. traverſed, I found 
0 1 Ae probably means ihe Knights of Malta. 
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only Smirna that could be recko- 
ned a rich or potent City: it is the 
Europeans that make it ſo; and it 
is no fault of the Turks that it is 
not like all the reſt. | 
From hence, my dear Nuſtan, 
you may form a juſt notion of this 
Empire, which in leſs than two 
Ages will be the Stage of ſome 
Conqueror's Triumphs. 


Smirna, 24 of the Moon 
Rahmazan, 1711. 


L nigh TER XIX. 


Usbek zo Zachi his Wife, at 
the Seraglio of Iſpahan. 


* O U have offended me, Zachi; 
| and EF feel Emotions in my 

heart which you ought to tremble 
at, if my remote abſence did not 
allow you time to change your 
conduct, and appeaſe the violent 
jealouſie with. which I am tortured. 
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I am informed you were caught 
alone with Nazir the white Eu- 
nuch, whoſe life ſhall be accoun- 
table for his infidelity and treache - 

Ho could you forget that it 
is not lawful for you to receive a 


white Eunuch into your chamber, 
while you have black ones appoint - 
ed for your ſervice? It will be in 


vain to tell me that Eunuchs are 
not Men, and that your virtue ſets 
you above all thoughts that might 
ariſe in you from the incompleat- 
neſs of your reſemblance. This is 


ſufficient neither for vou nor for 


me: for you, becauſe you do a 
thing forbidden by the Laws of the 
Seraglio: for me, in that you rob 
me of my houour, by expoſing 
our ſelf to the looks; to the 
doks! perhaps to the attempts 


of a Villain that may have pollu- 
ted you by his crimes, and yer 
more by his regrets and the de- 


ſpair of his impotence. 
You will perhaps alledge that 
you have ever been faithful to me. 

Was. 
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Was it in your power to be other 
wife ? How cow d you deeeive the vi- 
gilance of thofe black Eunuchs that 
are ſo ſcandaliz'd at the life you lead? 
How cou'd you break thoſe Doors 
and Bolts with which you are ſe- 
cured ? You boaſt of a Virtue - 
which is not free: and perhaps 
your impure. wiſhes have a thott- - 
fand times robbed you of the me- 
rit and value of the fidelity you 
are ſo proud of. | 
I will grant you have not been 
guilty of all that I have reaſon to 
iſpect; that the Traytor durft not 
touch you with his facrilegious - 
hands; that you refufed to laviſh. 
to his ſight the delights of His 
Maſter; that covered with your 
habit you left that weak barrier 
between him and you; nay that he 
himſelf, ftruck with a holy reſpect, 
dent his eyes to earth; and faint- 
ing in his rafhnefs, trembled at the 
thoughts of the Punifhments he 
was bringing on himſelf : tho! all 
this were true, it is no kfs fo that 
you 
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you have done a thing contrary to 
your duty: and if you have viola- 
ted that gratis, without compleat- 
ing your diſorderly wiſhes, what 
wou'd you have done to fatisfic 
them? What wou' d you do if you 
cou'd get out of that Sacred Place, 
which ſeems a melancholly Priſon 
to you, tho* to your Companions 
it is a happy Mhlum againſt the at- 
tacks of Vice, a Holy Temple where 
your Sex loſes its weakneſs, and 
comes to be invincible in ſpite of 
all the diſadvantages of Nature ? 
What weu'd you do if you were 
left to your own care, and had no- 
thing to defend you but your Love 
to me which is grievouſly wound- 
ed, and your Duty which you have 
ſo unworthily betray'd.? How Bleſ- 
ſed are the Manners of the Coun- 
try where. you live, which takes 
care to guard. you from the. at- 
tempts of the vileſt Slaves! You 
- ought. to return me a thouſand 
thanks for the confinement I oblige 
you. to liye in, fince to that only 

"FUR. 
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it e, that you deſerve to Live 
at all. He e e 
Lou cannot endure the Chief of 
the Eunuchs, becauſe he always 
keeps a watchful eye upon your con- 
duct, and gives you prudent Coun- 
ſels: his aun, you ſay, is ſo 
frightful that you cannot bear to 
look at him; as if handſome ob- 
jects were proper in ſuch a poſt as 
his: what afflicts you is the not 
having your white Eunuch, who 
diſhonours you, in his room. 

But what has your chief Slave 
done? She has told you that the 
familiarities you take with that 
young Huſly Zelide are not decent; 
there's the cauſe of your averſion 
to her. „ 

I ought, Zachi, to be a ſtern 
Judge; but inſtead of that I ama 
kind Husband, that wiſhes to find 
you innocent. The Love I have 
for my new wife Roxana, has leſ- 
fened none of the tenderneſs I 
3 to have for you who are no 
leſs handſome: I ſhare my love be- 


Wee 
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tween you two; and Roxana has 
no — over you, but the ad- 

dition which Virtue gives to Beauty. 


Smirna, 12th of the Maon 
Zilcade, 1712. 
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Usbek 79 the Chief of the 
= #bete Zun uche. 
OU ought to tremble as you 

open this Letter, or you 
thou'd rather. have trembled when 
you allowed: of the treachery of 

Nadir You that in a cold hnguith- 

ing old Age may not without guilt 

ift your eyes upon the dreadful ob- 
jects of my love; you who are ne- 
ver allowed to ſet a ſacrilegious 
foot over the threſhold of the rre- 
mendous place which ſhuts them up 
from all human eyes; you ſuffer 
thoſe whoſe government you arc 

intruſted with, to do OI” 

| p | ur 


durſt not preſume to do your ſelf; 
not diſcerning the thun which 
is juſt ready to fall upon them and 
3 what are you but wretched 
tools which I can break at plea - 
ſure; who ex iſt but jutt as long as 
you 2 z who were born only to 
live under my Laws, or to die at 
my nod; who breathe no longer 


than my happineſs, my love or e- 


ven my jealouſie have occaſion for 


ſuch wretches; in ſhort who have 


no choice but duty; no Soul but 


my Will; no Hope, but my Plea- 
ſane: 35; 15 


I know that ſome of my wives 
are impatient under the ſevere laws. 
z the continual Pre 
lack Eunuch grows 


of their 
ſence of a 
irkſome to them ; they are weary 
of thoſe hideous objects which are 
given them to reſtrain all their 
thoughts to their Husbands : 1 


know all this of Them; bur You,. 
who are accomplices in theſe irre- 
gularities, Lou ſhallbe fo puniſhed 
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as to ſtrike a terror into all that 
dare abuſe my confidence. 

I ſwear by all the Prophets in 
Heaven, and by Hali the greateſt 
of them all, that if you are negli- 
gent of your Duty, I will account 
your lives but as the lives of thoſe 
inſects which I tread under my feet. 


Smirna, the 2th of the Moon 
Zilcade, 1712, 


, 
—_— — 


— 1 


LZTTERA XXI. 


Usbek 70 bis Friend Ibben, 


E are now arrived at 75 * 
 , VY horn after 40 days fail. It 
is a new Town, a ftanding mark of 
the great Genius of the Dukes of 
Tuſcany, who of a marſhy Village 
have made the moſt flouriſhing Ci- 
ty in Italy. 
The Women here enjoy very 
great liberties: they may ſee the 
N men 


E 
: 
1 
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men thro' certain windows which 
are called jealouſies they may go 


abroad every day guarded only by an 
old Woman or two: they wear but 


one Veil *: their Brothers-in-law, 


their Uncles, their Nephews may 
viſit them, and the Husband is ſel- 
dom alarmed at it. 

It is a ſtrange fight to a Maho- 
metan when he firſt takes a view 
of a Chriſtian City. I do not ſpeak 
of things that at firſt ſtrike all be- 
holders, ſuch as the difference of 
Buildings, of Habits, of the chief 
Cuſtoms : there is in the leaſt tri- 
fles ſomething ſingular which I 
feel but cannot expreſs. . 
To morrow Rica and I depart 
for Marſellies; our abode there will 
not be long: our deſign is to go 
directly to Paris, which is the ſeat 
of the Empire of Europe. Tra- 
vellers always love great Cities, 
which are a ſort of common Coun- 
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try for all Strangers. Parewel ; be 


affured I ſhall always love thee. 


| Leghorn, 12th of the Moon 


Saphar, 1712, 


as 8 8 » - 
— 
— — — 


[x Tr XXII. 
Rica 20 Ibben, ar Smirna. 


I/ E have been this month at 
Paris, and have hardly been 
out of motion an hour: it is no 
ſmall hurry a man maſt be in be- 
fore he can get a lodging, find all 
the People he has directions to, and 
provide himſelf with all the Ne- 
ceſſaries which he muſt have about 
him immediately. - _ 
Paris is as large as Ipaban the 
Houſes are fo high that you wou'd 
ſwear they were all built for Aftro- 
logers. Thou wilt eaſily judge that 
a City built in the air and that has 


| fix or ſeven houſes one at the top 


of the other, muſt be extremely 
„ * 
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populous, and that when all the 
folks are come down into the ſtreet 

there muſt be a bleſſed crowd and 


r wh 

Thou wilt hardly believe it; for this 1 
month that J have been here I have . 
not yet ſeen any body walk: there $120 


is no le under the ſun that get 
ſo a work out of their — 
as the French they run; they fly: the 
flow carriages of 4ja, the regul 
ſtep of our Camels, wou'd lay them 
to fleep. As for me, who am not 
uſed to this fport, and who often 
go on foot my old pace, I am ſome- 
times made as mad as a Chriſtian: for 
not to inſiſt upon my being all 
| ſplaſhed from head to foot, I can 
never forgive the punches of el- 
bows which I receive regularly and 
| periodically : one man that comes 
E behind me and out-walks me, gives 
me a whisk half round, and another 
that croſſes me on tother fide, 
twirls me again in a moment into 
my right place again; ſo that in a 
hundred paces I am more 
| | a 
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and bruiſed than if I had walked 


thirty mile. | | 1 

Do not imagine I can as yet 
give thee any thorow deſcription 
of the Manners and Cuſtoms of 
theſe Europeans I have but a ſlight 


notion of them my ſelf, having yet 


had but juſt time to Wonder. 

The King of France is the moſt 
potent Prince in Europe he has no 
Gold Mines like his Neighbour the 
King of Spain; but he has more 


Wealth than him, as he raiſes it out 


of the vanity of his Subjects, 
which is more inexhauſtible than 
any Mine : he has undertaken and 
maintained great Wars upon no o- 


ther Fund but the Sale of Titles of 


Honour : and by a Prodigy of hu- 


mane Pride, his Troops were paid, 


his Places fortified and his Fleets 


equipped. 


Beſides, this Prince is a great 
Magician: he exerciſes dominion 


even over the minds of his Subjects: 


he makes them think juſt as he 
wou'd have them: If he has but 
one 


„ ag Ee ea Rane FO 
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one million of Crowns in his Trea- 


ſury, and ſtands in need of two, he 
only bids them believe that one 
Crown is Two, and they believe it. 
If he has a difficult War to ſup- 
port and has no Money at all, he 
only puts it into their heads that 

paper 1s money, and they are pre- 

{ently convinced that it is ſo: nay 


he often makes them believe that 


he cures them of all diſtempers by 
touching them, ſo great is the in- 
fluence and power which he har 
over their Minds. 

What I tell thee of this prince 
need not ſurprize thee: there is a- 
nother Magician ſtronger than 
him, who is maſter of his mind no 
leſs than he is of the minds of the 
others. This Magician is called the 


| Pope at one time he makes him 


believe that three are but one; 
that the bread he cats is not bread, 
or that the wine he drinks is not 
wine, and a thouſand ſtrange things 
of that nature. | 
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- And to keep him always in breath, 
and for fear he ſhou'd loſe his fa- 
culty of Belieying; he from time, 

to time gives him certain Articles 
of Faith to exerciſe himſelf upon. 

About two years ago he ſent him 
a long Scroll which he called Coy- 
flitusion; and wou'd needs oblige 
this Prince and all his Subjects to 
believe every thing therein con- 
tained, upon heavy Penalties. The 
Prince he prevailed upon; he 
ſwallowed it at once, and ſet his 
Subjects an example: but ſome of 
them proved — and declared 

they wou' d believe nothing at all 
of what was contained in that ſame 
Scroll: the women were the mo- 

thers of this rebellion which, divides 
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ans ſay was brought down from 
Heaven; properly ſpeaking, it is 
their Alcoran. The women, pro- 
voked at the affront done to _ 

" 7 7 ger 
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dex in this order, ſet up their 


throats one and all againſt the 


Conſtitution: they gat the men on 
their ſides, who are not very zea- 
lous for any particular Priviſege in 


this reſpeck. And yet we muſt 
confeſs this Mufti does not reaſon 


amiſs; and, by the Great Hali, I 
believe he is inſtructed in the 


Prineiples of our Holy Law: for 
ſinee the Women are of a- creation 


inferior to ours, and our Prophets 
radiſe, why ſhou'd they trouble 


b 


their heads about reading a Book | 


which was wrote only to ſhew the 
way to that place of Happineſs? 

I have heard ſome things related 
of this King which ſound-miracu- 
lous ; and I doubt not but theu 
wilt be very backward to believe 


them. 


They ſay; that while he was 
making war with his Neighbours; 
who were all in league againſt him, 
he had an infinite number of invi- 
ſible enemies about him in the very 

e heart 
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heart of his own Kingdom : they 
add, that he ſought them out for 
above thirty years, and that yet 
notwithſtanding the indefatigable 
ains of ſome Derviſes who have 
bis ear, he cou'd never find ſo 
much as one of them; they live 
with him ; they are at his Court, 
in his Capital, in his Troops, in 
his Tribunals : and yet they ſay he 
Will have the vexation to die with- 
out diſcovering them: one wou'd 
think they exiſt in general, but arc 
no longer any thing in particular; 
a Body, but no Members. Doubt - 
leſs Heaven intends to puniſh this 
Prince for not having been mode- 
rate enough towards the Enemies 
he conquered, by raiſing up inviſi- 
ble ones againſt him, whoſe Genius 
and Deſtiny are above his own. 

I ſhall continue to write to thee, 
and ſhall inform thee of things quite 
foreign from the Perſian character 
and way of thinking: it is indeed 
the ſame Earth we tread upon: 
bur the men of the Country wor: 
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I live, and thoſe of the Country 
where thou art, are men of a quite 
different mould. | 


* paris, the 4th of the Moon | 
Rebiab 2, 1712. 


A 1 * en" — FY , - xs LY Ea * 2 


LETTEX XXIII. 
Usbek zo Ibben, at Smirna. 


. JF Have received a Letter from thy 
1 Nephew Rhedi: he ſends me 
f word he is leaving Smirna, with 
deſign to viſit Ealy; and that the 
ſole bent of his Voyage is to gather 
inſtruction, and thereby make him; 
felf more worthy of thee; I con- 
gratulate thee upon having a Ne- 
phew who ſhall in time be the 
comfort of thy Old Age. 
Rica writes thee a long Letters 
he tells me that he ſends thee a full 
account of this Country: his live- 
ly genius catches every thing im- 
R RY” me- 
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mediately „8 for me, who think 
more flowly, I can yet ſay little to 
thee about it. 

Thou art the ſubje& of our moſt 


tender converſations: we are never 
weary of recalling to mind the 


handſome reception thou gaveſt us 
at Smirna, and the Services thy 
Friendſhip is continually doing for 
us. Generous len, mayeſt thou 
always meet with Friends as full 
of gratitude and fidelity as we are. 
Heaven grant that I may quick- 
ly ſee thee again, and enjoy once 
more thoſe happy days which ſlide 
away ſo plealantly between two 


Friends! Adieu. 


Paris, the 4th of the Moon 
Rebiab 2, 1712, 
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LITE XXIV. 


Usbek to Roxana, at the Sera- 
glio of Iſpahan. 


| 1 age happy are you, Roxana, 


1 in being in the ſweet Coun- 
try of Perſia, and not in theſe 1757 
ſonous-Climates, where Mode 

and, Virtue are unknown ! How 
happy are You ! You live in my 


 Seraglio as in the Habitation of In- 
'nocence, ſafe from the Attempts of 
all Mankind: with pleaſure you re- 
flect that it js out o _ power to 


man pollute 


go aſtray: never did m. ( 
you with his wanton looks : Your 


ther- in- aw Himiſelf, even in the 


berry of kek never faw your 
charming mouth: you never fai- 


hide it. Happy Roxana! Whe 


led to p it on a Holy Covering to 
ever you went into the Country, 


you always have had Euniichs to 


to thoſe raſh mortals that did not 
„„ 


march before you and give death 
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fly your ſight: even I my ſelf, on 
whom Heaven beſtowed you to 
make me happy, how much pains 
did it coſt me to make my ſelf ma- 
ſter of that treaſure which you 
3 with ſo much conſtancy ! 
What torment was it to me in the 
firſt days of our Marriage not to 
ſee you! What impatience, when 
I had feen you! yet you wou'd not 
fatisfie it; nay, you cnflamed it by 
obſtinate refuſals of frightened vir- 
tue: you confounded me in the 
number of thoſe -men whom you 
always hide yourſelf from. Do you 
remember that day when I loſt you 
3 your Slaves who concealed 
you from my ſtrict enquiry? Do 
you call to mind that other, when 
finding your tears of no effect, you 
employed your mother's authority 
to reſtrain the fury of my Love? 
Do you remember, when all other 
helps failed you, the aſſiſtance you 
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borrow'd from your courage ? You 

drew your poignard and threatened | 

to ſacrifice a husband that loved 
| | * 
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you, if he continued to exactfrom you 
what you valued above your husband 
himſelf! Two months paſt in this 
ſtruggle between Love and Virtue: 
You carried your chaſte ſcruples 
too far: you did not yield even 
when you were conquered: you 
defended an expiring viginity to 
the utmoſt extremity: you looked 
upon me as an Enemy, that had 
done you an injury, and not as a 
Husband that had been fond of 
ou: it was above three months 
efore you could look at me with- 
out bluſhing: your perpetual con- 
fuſion ſeemed to upbraid me with 
the advantage I had taken; nor 
was my poſſeſſion quiet: you rob- 
bed me of. as many of thoſe charms 
and beauties as ever you cou'd; 
and I was drunk with the greateſt 
lang s before I had obtained the 
If you had been educated in this 
Country, you wou'd not have been 
under ſo much confuſion : the wo- 
men here have loſt all ſhame: they 
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appear before che men witk their 
faces uncovered, as if they challen- 
ged them to their defeat: they 
meet their eyes: they ſee them in 
their Moſques, their public Walks, 
and even in their own apartments; 
the cuſtom of being attended by 
Eunuchs is unknown to them: in- 
ſtead of that noble ſimplieity and 
lovely baſhfulneſs which reigns a- 
mong us, we here ſee a brutiſh im- 
pudence which it is impoſſible to 
accuſtom one ſelf to. * RY 
Fes, Roxana, if you were here you 
wou'd be perfectly enraged with the 
horrid Shameleſsneſs your Sex is 
fallen into': you' wou'd fly the 
abominable place, and pant after 
that ſweet Retirement where you 
flud nothing but Innocenee; whent | 
you are ſurèe of your ſelf ; where no 
Danger alarms you; in a word, 
where you can love me without 
ſtaring that you ſhall ever depart 
from the Loye-you owe me. 

 - When you heighten the loveli- 
neſs of your completion a 


ut w, hirſhall we ok 
Ft W orhe 


: th © 
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Zneſt colours; when you erfiim me 
your whole Body with the. mob 
99 


precious offices 3 when you 


your {elf with your richeſt orna- 
ments; when you ſtrive to 12 2 
guiſh y TW ur ſelf above your C 1 
ace 1 the  Eracefulneſs of t E 
ance ti 17 of voice; when 
you, 3 in 05 gentle contention 
v1 ity, of beau; 
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Not, Roxana, that I believe 


they carry their immodeſty ſo far 
as ſuch conduct might make one 
imagine; or that they proceed to 
that horrible exceſs of debauchery 


_ dreadful to name, an abſolute Vi- 
olation of the Conjugal Faith: 


there are very few women ſo aban- 
don'd as to carry their Guilt to that 
Heighth : they all wear in their. 
hearts an impreſſion of virtue ori- 
ginally ſtampt upon them by their 

irth, which education may a little 
deface but never wholly obliterate : 
they may excuſe themſelves from 
the exterior duties which modeſty 


requires; but when it comes to the 
lt 


puſh, nature ſtarts back. So 


when we lock you up ſo cautiouſly ; 
when we keep you under the guard 


of fo many flaves; when we check 

our defires from flying out too 
Ar : it is not that we apprehend 
the laſt infidelity from you: but it 
is becauſe we know your purity 


cannot be too great, and that the 


leaſt ſtain pollutes it. , 
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I pity you, Roxana: your Cha- 
ſtity ſo long proved, deſerved a 
Husband thar hou'd never have left 
you, and that might himſelf have 
quelled thoſe deſires which your 
Virtue alone can now ſubdue. 


Paris, the 7th of the Moon 
Regeb, 1711. 


— — 


1 XXV. 
Usbek 70 Neſſir, ar Iſpahan. " 


7 E are now at Paris, the 
proud Rival of. the City of 
i e 
When I departed from Smirna, 
I defired my Friend 7bbex to fend 
thee a Box wherein were ſome Pre- 
ſents for thee: thou wilt receive 
this Letter by the ſame conveyance. 
Tho? at ſo remote a diſtance from 
him as five or fix hundred Leagues, 
I write to him and hear from him 
M Iſtahan. ROWE 1% 2 | 


<" 
7 


— F ²ĩ ˙— p ai. . Cot 
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as eafily as if he were at Ipahan 
and I at Com. I ſend my Letters to 

Marſeilles ; from whence Ships are 
continually going to Smirna.; from 
thence he- ſends thoſe that are di- 
rected for Perſia by the Armenian 
Caravans, which ſet out daily for 
T1ſpaban. EE Fa. 

Rica enjoys a perfect State of 
health: the ſtrength of his Conſti- 
tution, his Youth and his natural 
Gaiety ſecure him againſt all dan- 
For my part, I am not ſo well; 
both my body and. mind are deject- 
ed; I give my ſelf up to reHleions 
that grow every day more and more 


melancholly: my decaying health 


furns me towards my Country; and 
makes thele Regions yet more fo- 
reign to me. 


1 7 


100. 


ut, my. dear Neſir, I conjure 


* « 


thee let not my wives be made ac- 
22 Vith gy. co dition; f 


ney love me, I wou'd ſpare 0 
Tears; and 1 they do not, I wou'd 
not add to their Boldneſs. 1 


* 1 1 


220222 
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If my Eunuths thought = m 
danger, if they cou d hy W 
for an impunity for their bale E 
platfance, they wou'd quickly ceafe 
to be deaf to the Fattering voice-of 
that deceitful Sex, which melts the 
Rocks and works upon eg in- 
* pat 
Adieu, Neffir. 1 take pleaſure in 
giving thee proves of iP co 
ence | 


* 5 
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tho' it is — day at Paris. 
About Evening all the People 
get togetHer to go and act a Rind 

_ of Mimickry, which F heard them 
call a Play: "the chief part of tlie 


berformanse is upon a ſcaffold, 
which 
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which they call the Stage: on 


both ſides of it are little Neſts 
which they call Boxes, where men 
and women act ſilent Scenes toge- 
ther almoſt like thoſe which we 
have in Perſia. 1 |; 
Sometimes you ſee an amorous 
Lady that looks languiſhing,.upon 
account of her neglected paſſion: 


then another with [parkyog eyes 
b y de- 


and a paſſionate look perfec 


vours her Lover with her regards, 


which he returns as ardently: all 
the paſſions are painted in their fa- 
ces, and expreſſed with an eloquence 
which is the more lively for being 
dumb. There the Actors ſhew but 
half their bodies, and generally 


wear a muff out of modeſty to con- 
ceal their Arms. Underneath is a 


great company of people ſtandin 
who laugh at thoſe who are alof 


upon the Stage, and theſe latter 


laugh at thoſe below in their turn. 


But thoſe that take moſt pains 


are ſome young folks who are hi- 
red in their youth on purpoſe to 
5 bear 


1 
| 
| 
| 
a 
U 
V 
/ 
V 
d 


t! 
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bear the fatigue : they are obliged 


to be every where; they 20, by 


paſſages which none but themſelves 
are acquainted with; they run up 
with amazing dexerity from ſto- 

to ſtory; they are above, be- 


low, in all the boxes; they in a 


manner dive; you. loſe fight of 
them; in a moment, whip, there 
they are again : oftentimes they quit 
the place of the Scene and go actin 
another : there are others who tho? 


they are forced to uſe a ſmall crutch, 


walk and go about like the reft. 
At laſt you come to. ſome Rooms 
where they play a private Come- 
dy: they begin with low Bows; 


they proceed to embraces : they ſay 


the ſlighteſt acquaintance gives one 
man a title to ſqueeze another's 
breath out of his body : the place 


ſeems to inſpire tenderneſs: and 


indeed they ſay the Princeſſes that 
reign there are not cruelz and ex- 
cepting two or three hours in a 


day in which they are ſtern enough, 


they are very tractable at all other 


times, 


2 = 
8 
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after the ſame manner in another 


ard Speak in the other. Bie of 
Thy friends carried me t'other day 
tits the place Where one of the 
chief Actreſſes was undreſſing: we 


ber from her. 


W550 0 erg: About [ſeth or 3 
Ponths tg 4 Was in The tiring room 
Where you "ſaw mie yeſterday: as 1 
Was dreſſing ty ſeif for a Priefit(s 


kimes, and the other is a kind bf 


Arunkennels which they ate eaſily 
cured of. 


All that 1 have been giving thee 
an account of, is tranſacted much 


place called the Opera-: the whole 
difference is, that in one they Sing, 


To well acquiitited, that next 
ay J received the following 1 Let. 


81 R. Fea 
7 am the moſt unhappy „ Woh ' 
on the face of the 9975 I ous 
Ways the 10 Murtubus Attreſs in A 


of Diana, a young Abbé came in, 

without reſpect 10 my white Ha- 
2 17 Veil, 'or m y — robbꝰd 
e 
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ne of my iunorence in vain 1 now 
euag gerate the ſacrifice I made to 
bim; he only laughs at me, and a- 
vers he had to do only with a very 
prop ophane woman : mum while I am ſo 
big that J dare not come upon the 
Stage auy more; for I have u 

inconceivable Jelicaty in point of 4 

nour, and will that a Si 
who has any ſenſe of reputation will 


much ſooner part with her virtue than 


her modeſiy: with this delicacy of 
mine you may be ſure the young Ab- 
be would never have ſucceeded if 10 
had not promiſed me marriage : 

motive ſo honourulle male me 475 
penſe with the little common formali- 
ties, and begin where I 'ought to 9 5 
ended : but fince his treacher ery ba 

-diſhonotired ine, I am reſobvell 'to Ive 
10 longer ut the Opera, 'where, be- 
tween yon and i they hardly give me 
enough to live upun; n 2b '1 
ad dance in years, and go vackward 
in beauty, 'my Salary, tho fi The 


ay 1 to lefſen every any. T1 
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dants, that they infinitely eſteem 4 
good Dancer in your Country, and 
that if I were at Iſpahan, my For- 
zune wou d be made out of hand. If 
you wou'd grant me your protection, 
and carry me with you into that Coun- 
try, you wou'd do a piece of ſervice 
o a woman, who by her virtue and 
good conduct wou'd not appear un- 
worthy your goodneſs. TI am, &c. 


Paris, 12th of the Moon 
Chalval, 1712. 
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= Las rrun XXVII. 
Rica 0 Ibben, at Smirna. 


TEE Pope is the Head of the 
1 Chriſtians: this is an old Idol, 


whom they worſhip upon preſcri- 


5 He was anciently formida- 
le even to Princes themſelves; for 
he depoſed them as eaſily, as our 
magnificent Sultans depoſe the 
Kings of Irimetta and Georgia: but 
| | no 
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no body fears bim now. He calls 
himſelf the Succeſſor of one of the 
firſt Chriſtians, named St. Peter: 


and it was certainly a very rich Suc-. 


ceſſion which he left him; for he 
is maſter of immenſe treaſure, and. 
has a very great country under his 
dominion. 3 
The Biſhops are Lawyers, who 
are ſubordinate to him, and have 
two very different functions under 
his Authority. When they are aſ- 
ſembled together, they make Ar- 
ticles of Faith as well as himſelf: 


When they are ſeparate, they have 


nothing to do but to give People 
Diſpenſations from obeying the 
Law. For thou muſt know, the 
Chriſtian Religion is encumbered 


with a vaſt many very difficult Pra- 
ctices; and as it was not thought 


half ſo eaſie to fulfill thoſe Duties, 


as to have Biſhops that ſhou'd give 


permiſſion to let them alone; they 


choſe this latter courſe for the pub- 
lic benefit. 'So that if they do not 
care for keeping the Rhamazanz. 
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Oath, or ſo, they go to the Biſhop, 


grants them a Diſpenſation. 


who ſtart a thouſand new queſtionꝭ 


they are 


there never was a Kingdom that 
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if they have no ſtomach for the 
dern ies of Marriage ; if they 
wou'd break a Vow ; if they wou'd 
marry contray to the regulations 
of the Law; nay, ſometimes, if 
they have a fancy not to keep an 


or the Pope, who immediately 


The Biſhops do not make arti- 
cles of Faith of their own mere 
motion: there is an infinite number 
of Doctors, moiſt of them Derviſes, 


in Religion among themſelves: 

Jo diſpute a long while 

with one another; and the war 

holds till a Deciſion comes and puts 
an end to it. 1 

And accordingly I can aſſure thee 


had ſo many Civil Wars in it as 

that of Chriſt. 1 
Thoſe who publiſſ any ne Pro- 
poſitian, are at firſt called Heretics. 
Every Hereſy has its name, which is 
a ſort of a nick-name for all con- 
; 1 
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cexved.in it.: but any of them. may 


ch ule: whether the will be Here- 


ties or no? for it is but diyiding the 
difference, ee ac- 
cuſe them of Hereſy a diſtinction; 
and let this diſtinction be what it 
will, intelligible, or not intelligi- 
ble, it makes a man as white as, 
ſnow, and he may call himſelf Or- 


thodox, 33 

This that I tell you will hold. 
good as to France and Germany; for 
] have heard that in Spain and Italy 
there is a ſet of Derviſes that won't 
be jeſted with, but will burn a man 
as they wou'd burn ſtraw, When 
any man falls into the hands of, 
thoſe folks, happy is his Lot if he 
has always ſaid his Prayers with. 
little wooden, beads in his hand; or 
bas always carried about him two 
ieces of Cloth tied to two Rib- 


ons; or has eyer been in a Pro- 


vince called Galicia: without theſe 
things the poor 2208.18 im a pititul., 
dt he is an, Orthodox Chriſtian, 


tis 
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tis ten to one they don't agree up- 
on the terms; but burn him for a 
Heretic: in vain he offers his di- 
ſtinction: they won't trouble their 
heads about diſtinctions: and he is 
Aſhes before they will ever examine 
whether there is any thing in it or 
no. 3 
Other Judges uſually preſume 
the perſon accuſed to be innocent: 
theſe always take it for granted, 
that he is guilty: and whenever 
there is wed 
lay it down to themſelves for a Rule 
to incline to Severity : probably 
this may ariſe from the ill opinion 
they have of mankind ; but on the 
other hand, they have ſo good a 
one of them, that they never think 
them capable of telling a Lye; for 
they will receive the Evidence of 
mortal enemies, women of bad 
repute, and fellows of infamouspro- 
feſſions. In their Sentence, they 
pay a {mall compliment to thoſe 


whom they dreſs in a fiery ſhirt ; 


they tell them they are very ſorry 
. 10 


oubt in the caſe, they 
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to ſee them in ſuch a ſcurvy dreſs; 
that for their 74 they are merci- 

ful and abhor blood, and are griev- 
ed at heart that they have con- 
demned them: but to comfort 
themſelves, poor men, they con- 
fiſcate all the effects of the miſera- 


fers. 
Happy the Land which is inha- 


phets : thefe mournful Spectacles 
are there unknown *: the holy Re- 
ligion brought down to them by 
Angels, defends it ſelf by the mere 


of theſe violent Methods for its ſup- 
port. . 


Paris, the 12th of the Moon 
Chalyal, 1712. 
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* ThePerſians are ef the moſt Tolerating Spi- 
rit of any of the Mahometans, 


ble wretches, to their own cof- 


bited by the Children of the Pro- 


force of Truth, and has no need 
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LETTER XXVIIL 


Rica 70 the ſame, at Smirna. 


HE Inhabitants of Paris have 

1 a Spirit of Curioſity in them, 
that is perfectly extravagant. When 
J arrived here, I was ſtared at as if 
I had drop'd from Heaven: old 
and young, women and chil 
_ dren, all muſt have a fight of me: 
if F went abroad, every body got 
to their windows: if I walk'd in 
the Tuilleries, immediately a Circle 
was form'd round me: the women 
-made a Rambow about me, varied 
with a thouſand colours. If I went 
to the public Shews, preſently a 
hundred Spying-glaſſes were le- 
vell'd at my ſtrange figure: in 
ſhort, never was man ſo much ſeen 
as I was. I ſometimes {ſmiled to hear 
people that had hardly ever ftirred 
out of their chamber, whifper to 
one another; It muſt be confeſſed, 


His Air is truly Per/ian. And, which 
5 
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{elf multiplied in every Shop, upon 
every Chimney ; ſo fearful were 
they that they ſhou'd not ſee me e- 
nough. 
hurthenſome. I did not imagine 
or ſo extraordinary: and tho? I have 


never dreamt I ſhou'd have diſturb- 
ed the peace of a great City where 


reſolve to lay aſide my Per ſian ha- 


bit, and put on an European dreſs, 


to find whether any thing ſo admi- 
rable wou'd remain in my counte- 


nance. This tryal brought me to 


a true knowledge of my ſelf: when 
{tript of my foreign ornaments, I 
ſaw my ſelf prized at my true rate: 
| had great reaſon to be angry with 
my Tailor for making me lole, in a 
moment, all the public eſteem and 
conſideration : for I at once ſunk in- 
to a moſt terrible Nothingneſs: [ 


is moſt wonderful, J found Pictures 
of me wherever I went. I ſaw my 


Yet all theſe Honours are but 
my ſelf to be any thing ſo curious, 


4 very good opinion of my ſelf, I 


no body knew me. This made me 


F 2 ſome» 
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ſometimes ſat an hour together in 
company, without opening m 

mouth, or being ſo much as look'd 
at: but. if any body by chance dropt 
a word that I was a Perſian, in an 
inſtant there was a buz about my 


cars: Ha, ha! the Gentleman a Per- 


fan! Strange! That any bod 
ae de a Perſian! 4 


Paris, the 6th of the Moan 
Chalval, 1712, 


—_— — 


LETTER XXIX. 
Rhedi to Usbek, at Paris. 


Am now at Fenice, my dear Us- 
A be; one may have ſeen all the 
Cities in the World, and yet be 
Aurprized at the fight of Venice: 
it will always be matter of wonder 
to ſee a great Town, lofty Spires, 
and Moiques riſing out of the Wa- 
ter, aid ro find a People without 

6 number 
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number in a place where there 
ought to be nothing but Flithes. 

Bur this profane City is deſtitute 
of the ml precious Treaſure in 
the world; I mean, freſh running 
Water; it is impothble here to ac- 
complith one ſingle ablution Jaw- 
fully. It is held in abomination by 
our holy Prophet; and he never 
looks down upon it from his lofty 
ſeat in Heaven, without rage. 

Were it not for this, my dear 
Usbek, I ſhould be charmed to live 
in a City where my mind improves 
every day: I inform my ſelf in the 
ſecrets of Trade, in the Intereſts of 
Princes, in the form of their Go- 
vernment : I do not neglect even 
the European Superſtitions ; I ap- 
ply my ſelf to Phyfic, Natural Phi- 
loſophy, Aſtronomy : I ſtudy the 
Arts: in a word, I diſpell the Clouds 
which darkened my ſight in the: 
Country of my Birth. 


Venice, 16th of the Mcon 
Caalyal, 1712, 


Tx: LET. 
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LETTER XXX. 


aa 7 


F Went Yother day to ſee a Houſe 


where about three hundred Peo- 
ple are maintained poorly enough: 
i had ſoon ſatisfied my curioſity ; 
for neither the Church, nor the 
Buildings, deſerve much notice. 


The poor folks in this houſe were 


merry enough : ſeveral of them 


Were playing at Cards, or other 


Games, which I knew nothing of. 
As I went out, one of the men was 
going out too, and hearing me ask 
which was the way to the Marais, 
which is the furtheſt part of all Pa- 
ris; J am going thither, ſays he, and 
will conduct you: follow. me. He 
led me to my heart's content, extri- 
cated me out of all crowds, and fa- 
ved me dextrouſly from Carts and 
Coaches: we were juſt come to the 
end of our journey, when being curi- 
ous to know what my Guide was: My 

good 
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good Friend, ſaid I to him, may not 
I know who you arc? I am a 
blind man, Sir, anſwered he. 
What, ſaid I, Blind? And why 
did not you defire the honeit man 


that was playing at cards with 


you, to be our guide? He is blind 
too, replied he: for theſe four 
hundred years there have been three 
hundred blind folks of us in that 


Houle where you found me: but F 


mult leave you; this is the ſtreet 
you enquired for: I muſt mix 


with the crowd. and enter into 


that Church, where I dare ſwear 


J thall hinder other people more 


than they will me. 


Paris, the 17th of the Moon 
Chalval, 1712. 
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Lervres XXXI. 
Usbek to Rhedi, ar Venice. 


A 7 Ine is fo dear at Paris by 


means of the Duties it is 
charg'd with, that one wou'd 
think the deſign was to make the 
people obey the precept of the Di- 


vine Alcoran, which forbids the 


ulc of it; | | 


When I meditate upon the fatal 


effects of that liquor, I cannot help 
looking upon it as the moſt dread- 
ful preſent that ever Nature made 
to Man. If any thing ever ſtain- 
ed the lives and reputations of our 
Monarchs, it was their intempe- 


rance: it is the moſt envenomed 


ipring of all their Injuſtice and 
Cruelty. I will ſpeak it to the 
thame of mankind : the Law for- 
bids our Princes the uſe of wine, 
and they drink it to an exceſs that 
degrades them even from their- 
bumanity. On the contrary, the 

Fn EN | Chri- 
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Chriſtian Princes are allowed it, 
and it is never obſerved to lead 
them into any irregularities. The 
Mind of Man is made up of con- 
tradictions: in the licentiouſneſs of 
a debauch they rebel againſt all 
Precepts with a kind of Fury; 
and the Law deſigned to make us 
juſt often ſerves only to make us 
more criminal. | | 
But when J diſapprove the uſe 
of this liquor, en: deprives man 
of his Reaſon; I do not in like 
manner condemn thoſe beverages 
which chear and comfort it. Ir is 
the Wiſdom of the Orientals to 
ſeek remedies- againſt melancholly 
as much as againſt the moſt dan- 
gerous-diſtempers. . When any miſ- 


fortune befalls an European, he has 


no other refuge but to read a Phi- 
loſopher call'd Seneca: but the A- 


fiatics, much more prudent, and in 
this particular better Phyſieians, 


uſe liquors capable of making the 


heart of man glad, and charming 
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away the remembrance of his af. 
 Hictions. „ 

Nothing can He more gloomy 
than the conlolations drawn from 
the neceflity of Evil, the ineffeQu- 
alneſs of remedies, the irreverſible- 
neſs of Fate, the Decrees of Pro- 
vidence, and the wretchedneſs of 
the State of Man : it 1s ridiculons 
to go about to ſoften the misfor- 
tune by the conſideration that man 
is born to miſery: it is much bet- 
ter to lift the mind out of its re- 
flex ions, and to manage the man ra- 
ther as a creature endued with 
Senſation chan with Reaſon. 

The Soul while united with the 
Body is continually tyrannized over 
by it : if the motion of the blood 
is too flow ; if the ſpirits are not 
enough puriſied; if they are not in 
ſufficient 133 we fall into de- 
jection and forrow : but if we take 
ſome beverage capable of altering 
this diſpoſition of the Body; out 
Soul again becomes capable of re- 
ceiving gay impreſſions, and takes 
A, 
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a ſecret delight in perceiving its 
Machine reſume freſh life and mo- 
tion. T 


Paris, the 25th of the Moon 
Zilcade, 1713, 
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LETTER XXXII. 
Rica 20 Ibben, ar Smirna. 


5 E women of Per ſia are finer 
A women than thoſe of France; 
but thoſe of France are prettier: 
it is impoſſible not to love the for- 
mer and not to be delighted with 
the latter: the firſt have more of 
tenderneſs and modeſty, the ſe- 
cond more of gayety and ſpright- 
Imeſs. | 1 DO 
What makes the blood ſo rich. 


and florid in Perſia is the regular 


life the women lead; they neither 
game nor fit up a- nights; they 
drink no wine, and never are ex- 
pos d. to the weather: I muſt con- 
| | tels,- 
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feſs, the Seraglio is calculated ra- 
ther for health. than pleaſure: it is 
a flat, uniform, ſtill life, without any 
ſpirit in it to quicken it; every 
thing there ſavours of ſubordination 
and duty; Delight itſelf is there 
grave, and Joy ſevere, and are hard- 
ly ever taſted otherwiſe than as to- 
kens of authority and dependance. 
Neither have the men in Perſia 
the. ſame gayety as the French have: 
they diſcover none of that freedom 
of mind, that ſatisfied air, which 
are here found in all degrees and 
conditions of Life, OE IE 
It is much worſe in Tyrkey. 
There you may find families where- 
in from father to ſon no one has 
laugh'd ſince the foundation of the: 
monarchy. N 
This gravity of the Afiatics pro- 
ceeds from the little: converſation 
they have. with each other: they. 
never tice. one another, but when 
forc'd to it by. ſome ceremony : 
Eriendſhip,. that pleaſing engage-- 
ment of. the. heart which here 
35 makes 
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makes up the ſweetneſs of life, is 
to them almoſt unknown; they 
retire into their houſes, where they 
always find a certain company that 
waits for them; ſo that every in- 
dividual family ſtands, as it were, 
an iſland by it ſelf. 
Diſcourſing one day upon this 
ſubject with a man of this coun- 
try, ſays he to me: What I think 
moſt. amiſs in your manners, is your 
being obliged to. live as you. do 
with flaves. whoſe minds and in- 
clinations always have. a reliſh of 
the meanneſs of their condition. 
Theſe raſcally ſort of people weak= 
en in you. the ſentiments - of vir= 
tue which you derive from nature, 
and hinder their growth from your: 
very infancy that they. beſet you. 
Shake but off. yeur. prejudices, 
and what can you expect from an 
education that is received from the 
hands of a wretch who places his 
whole merit in being Gaoler to 
another man's wives, and is proud 
ol the vileſt employment that man- 
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16 Perſian Letters. 
kind is capable of? who is deſpi- 
cable for that very fidelity which 
is his only virtue; being prompt- 
ed thereto by Envy, Jealouſy, and 
Deſpair; who burning with deſire 
to reyenge himſelf of both Sexes, 
being the out- caſt of both, is con- 
tent to be ryranniz'd over by the 
ſtrongeſt, provided that he may 
but afflict the weakeſt; who deri- 
ving from his imperfection, his ug- 
lineſs, and deformity, the whole lu- 
{tre of his condition, is only eſteem'd 
becauſe he is unworthy to be ſo; 
who, in ſhort,. rivetted for ever to 
the gate where his ſtation 1s, har- 
der than the very hinges and bolts 
that faſten it, values himſelf upon 
a fifty years exerciſe of that ſcan- 
dalous office, where taking charge 
of his maſter's jealouſy, he lets 
loſe his utmoſt barbarity. 


Paris, the 14th of the Moon, 
Zilhage, 1712. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


Usbek to Gemchid his Couſin - 
A Derviſe of the ſhining 


Monaſtery of Tauris. 


Hat thinkeſt thou of the 


Chriſtians, ſublime Der- 
viſe? Believeſt thou that at the day 
of Judgment they ſhall be like the 


Infidel Turks,. who ſhall ſerve the 
Jews for Aſſes, and ſhall be rid by 


'em a good round trot: to hell? I 
am well aſſur'd they ſhall not go to 
the abode of the Prophets; and 


that the Great Haly was not ſent 
for their ſakes. But becauſe they 


have not been ſo. happy as to find 


Moſques in their country, doſt thou 
think that they will be condemn'd 
to eternal puniſhments, and that 


God will chaſtiſe them for not 
practiſing a Religion which he did 
not make known to them? I tell 
thee I haye often. examin'd _— 

hri- 
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Chriſtians; I have queſtioned them, 
to ſee if they had any notion of the 
Great Haly who was the faireſt of 
men, and I have found that they 
never ſo much as heard of him. 
They do not in the leaſt reſem- 
ble thoſe Infidels whom our holy 
Prophets put to the (word becauſe 
they refuſed to believe in the mira- 
cles of Heaven: they are rather like 
thoſe unhappy ones who dwelt in 
the wirke Jas neſs of Idolatry, be- 
fore the divine Light ſhone forth 
on the-countenance. of our Great 
Prophet. | | | 
Again; if you ſift narrowly into 
their Religion, you will find a 
{ſprinkling of our doctrines. I have 
often admired the ſecret ways of 
Providence, who ſeems thereby in- 
clin'd to prepare them for the gene- 
ral converſion. I have heard talk of a 
book written by their Doctors, en- 
titled Polygamy. Triumphant; where- 
in it is proved that the Chriſtians 
are enjoyned Polygamy: their Bap- 
tiſm is an image of our legal — 
| lutions 39 


Fa | 
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lutions; and the Chriſtians are only 
miſtaken in the efficacy they aſcribe 
to the firſt ablution, which they be- 
lieve ought to ſuffice for all the 
reſt: their Prieſts and their Monks 


pray as we do ſeven times a day: 


they hope to enjoy a Paradiſe, 
where they ſhall taſte a thouſand 
delights, by means of the Reſur- 
rection of Bodies: they have, 
like us, ſett Faſts, mortifications 
with which they hope to work 
upon the divine Mercy : they wor- 
nas good Angels, and are afraid of 
bad ones; they have a holy credu- 
lity for miracles, which God works 
by the miniſtry of his ſervants: 
they own, as we do, the inſufficien- 
cy of their own merits, and that 
they ſtand in need of an Interceſſor 
with God. Tho' I don't find Ma- 
homet among them, I every where 
meet with Mahometiſm. Do all 
they can, 'Truth will prevail, and 
break thro? the cloud that ſurrounds 
her. A day will come when the 


Eternal will ſee nothing upon the 
T2 Earth. 
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Earth but true Believers: Time, 
which conſumes every thing, will 
even deſtroy Error it ſelf: All Mien 
will be aſtoniſn'd to behold them- 
ſelves under the ſame Banner: eve- 
ry thing will be at end, not except- 
ing the Law it ſelf: the divine 
books will be taken up from Earth 
and conveyed among the Celeſtial 
Archives. 


Paris, the 20th of the Moon 
Zilhage, 1713. 


e y 


Laren AXXIV... 
Usbek to Rhedi, at Venice. 


Paris: There are multitudes 
of age Houfes where they di- 
ſtribute it. In ſome of theſe hou- 
ſes they talk news, in others they 
play at draughts: there's one of 
them where the Coffee is prepar'd 
in ſuch a manner as to infuſe wit 
* | | into. 


( "On is very much in uſe at 
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Into thoſe that drink it; at leaſt 
there is not one but believes he 


has four times more wit when he 


goes out than when he came in. 
But what I can't approve of, is 
that theſe Wits are of no manner 


of uſe to their Country, and do no- 


thing bur amuſe their Talents upon 


boyiſh ſubjects: for example, when 


firſt I came to Paris, I found them 
very hot upon one of the {lende- 


reſt ſubjects that could be imagin'd ; 


it was concerning the reputation of 


an old Greek Poet, the place of 


whoſe birth, as well as the time of 
his death, has been unknown for 
above two thouſand years. 
Both parties own'd that he wa 
an excellent Poet : the only queſti- 
on was, whether he had more or 


leſs merit aſcribed to him than he 


deſerv'd. Each was for ſettling the 


Rates; but amongſt theſe Aſſizers 
of reputation, ſome made better 


weight than the others; the diſ- 


e was very ſharp ; they ſo cor-- 


put 
dially abus d each other, and were 
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ſo very bitter in their rallery, that 
1 15 tel wonder'd at the Manner 
of their diſputing than at the Mat- 
ter of the diſpute. If any one, ſaid 
I to my ſelf, were ſo fool-hardy in 
the prefence of one of theſe de- 
fenders of the Greek Poets, to fall 
foul on the reputation of ſome ho- 
neſt Citizen, how would he be 
reprimanded! ſure this nice zeal for 
the reputation of the Dead would 
be hot indeed for that of the Li- 
ving ! Be that as it will, added I, 
God keep me from ever bringing 
upon my head the enmity of the 
Cenſors of this Poet; who, tho 
he has been in his grave theſe two 
thouſand years, can't yet eſcape ſo 
implacable a hatred. They do but 
beat the Air now: what would 
they do, were they animated by 
the preſence of an Enemy ? 

Theſe I have been beaking of 
diſpute in the vulgar tongue, and 
are to be diſtinguithed from ano- 
ther ſort of Diſputants, who make 
ule of a barbarous Language, which 


ſeems. 
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ſeems to add ſomething to the rage 
and obſtinacy of the Combatants. 
There are certain parts of the 
Town where this ſort of people 
are at it, helter skelter, night and 
day; they feed upon Diſtinctions; 


they ſubſiſt upon Obſcure Reaſo- 


nings and Falſe Conſequences: This 
trade, which one would think 
would hardly find a Man in bread, 


does not fail to turn to account : 


we have ſeen a whole Nation, ex- 


pell'd out of their own Country, 
croſs the Seas to come and ſettle 
in France, bringing nothing along 
with them to ward off the neceſſities 


of life, but a formidable Talent for 


diſputation. Adieu. 


— 


Paris, the laſt of the Moc 
Zilhage, 5713. 
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LETT ENR XXXV. 
Usbek 70 Ibben, ar Smirna. 


HE King of France is old: 

we have not in our hiſtories 

one example of a Perſian Monarch 
that has reign'd near ſo long. 'He 
is {aid to poſſeſs to a very high de- 
gree the talent of cauſing Fivaſels 
to be obey'd: he governs with the 
fame Genius his Family, his Courr, 
his Kingdom: He has been often 
heard to ſay, that of all the go- 
vernments in the world, that of 
the Turks, or that of our auguſt 
Sultan, would pleaſe him beſt; ſo 
great a value does he ſet upon the 

Oriental Politicks. | 

I have ſtudyed his character, and 
have found therein contradictions 
which it is impoſſible for me to 
reconcile: for example, he has a 
Miniſter not above eighteen years 
old; and a Miſtreſs that is turn'd 
of fourſcore: He doats on his Re- 
ligion, 
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ligion, and yet can't endure ſuch as 
aſſert that it ought to be rigidly 


practiſed: 'Tho' he ſhuns the tu- 


mult of Cities, and communicates 
himſelf but little, yet is he taken 


up from morning till night voy 
10n 


means how he may give occa 
to be talked of: he loves trophies 
and victories; but is as fearful of 
ſeeing a good General at the head 
of his own Troops, as he wou'd 
have reaſon to dread one at the 
head of his Enemies: No Prince 
but-bimſelf,, as I find, was ever at 


the fame time richer than a Prince 


cou'd wifh to be; and poorer than 


a private perſon could poſſibly bear 


to be. 

He loves to gratify ſuch as ferve 
him: but then he as liberally re- 
wards the Aſſiduities, or rather the 
Idleneſs of his Courtiers, as the la- 
borious Campaigns of his Captains: 


He oftentimes prefers a Man that 


undreſſes him, or gives him a nap- 
kin when he fits down to Table, 


before another who takes him 


Towns 
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"Towns or wins him Battles. He 
thinks that the Supream Grandeur 
-oughr not to be confin'din the diſtri- 
bution of favours : and without ex- 
amining whether the Perſon whom 
he beſtows his Bounty upon, 1s 
really a Man of Merit; he thinks 
his choice of him makes him ſo: 
and accordingly he has been known 
to beſtow a ſmall penſion upon a 
Man that fled from the Enemy two 
Leagues; and a fine Government 
upon another that fled four. 

He is magnificent, principally 
in his Buildings: there are more 
Statues in the gardens of his Pa- 
lace, than there are Inhabitants in 
a large City: His Guard is as ſtrong 
as that of the Prince before whom 
all the thrones of the Earth truckle, 
and are reduced to duſt: His Ar- 
mies are as numerous, his Supplies 


as endleſs, and his Exchequer as in- 
exhauſtible. 


Paris, the 7th of the Moon 
Maharram, 1713. 


LE. 
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Rica 20 Ibben at Smirna. 


T is a great queſtion among 

Men, whether it is better to de- 
prive Women of Liberty, or to 
allow it them. In my mind, there 
is much to be ſaid on both ſides. 
If the Europeans will have it to 
be ungenerous to make thoſe un- 
happy whom we love; our Aa- 
tices anſwer, that it is an argu- 
ment of a poor Spirit for Men to 
renounce the Empire which Na- 
ture has beſtow'd on them over the 
Women. If we are told that a 
great number of Women ſhut up 
are very troubleſome; they anſwer, 
that ten Women that are obedient, 
are leſs troubleſome than One that is 
not. Now if in their turn they object 
that the Europeans can't be happy 
with Women that are not faith» 
ful to them: their anſwer is, that 
this fame Fidelity, ſo much boaſt- 

VOI. I. G 1 


N 
* 

9 
va 
} L 

5 
7 

4 

RE 

5 iy * 
8 
4 tg 

13% 

. 
1 
45% 
118% 

* 1 

10 
44:4 
$49 1 
"i; 
+383 

N 

11 

E 4 -0 
1 

© 

M20. 

. FM. 
: # 5 
. 
N. , 
87 

495 

1 

p & 

1 2 

4. 7 
4s % 
W, 

- 7,188 
575 — 
. 
2:2 g 
1 + 4 

df * 

1 * 

44 

- 4 2 7 

1 44 
1 
1 

c4 1 4, o 

_ 1448 

vez 5 

1 * 

"oi 72 

19 

of ** . 

A i 
1 

160 ; 
—_— 
. 

4 ? {| 
4 

1 ö 

— br 

- 4 8 1 
wy 

«(wad 0 
* 

1 

* 8 
4 

1 
4; 

bo A 
9 ' 

* 1 
1 

391 44 

me 

Fl . 7 

1 
1 

+ 

1 1 

I. 1 [ 

= 

7 p 
18 } 
1 195 
*3 * 
: - 
: *: 2 
2 1 
We x4 

; (1 
[i 
4.36 

its "172" 
141 1 4 
ty 

4 

e 
1 
_— 
4 -+*:i 

e 
+. 
tf 

. , "= 

11438 *3þ 
Pa 1 
2 
. 

1 

128 4 

+28 

3.1 4 

7k { 

: 11 2 >. 


— 
A r — 
er" 
Ee 
ERS 
8 2 
9 2 4 


— „„ „c 2 — Ra... 
— 
An — 2 wy — — 
2 5 2 
" — 4a 2 
8 , 


128 Perſian Letters. 


ed of, does not hinder the diſguſt 
which always follows a gratified 
Paſſion; that our Women are too 
much ours; that ſo calm a Poſſeſ- 
ſion leaves us nothing to wiſh or 
to fear; that a little Coquettry is 
as it were the Salt which not only 
gives the reliſh, but preyents cor- 
ruption. Perhaps a wiſer Man than 
my ſelf would be at a loſs how to 
decide this queſtion : for if the 4- 
fiaticks do very well to look out for 
means to calm their Inquietudes; 
the Europeans are as much in the 
right, to have no Inquietudes at all. 
After all, fay they, though we 
were unhappy in quality of Hu 
bands, we ſhould ſtill find mean 
to make our ſelves amends, in qui 
lity of Lovers. 

No Man can with reaſon com- 
plain of the Infidelity of his Wife, 
unleſs there were but three Per 
ſons in the World; they will be 

quits, ſo long as there are four. 

There is another great Queſtion, 
namely, whether by the Lay o 
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Nature the Women are ſubject to 


very gallant Philoſopher to me the 
other day, Nature never dictated 
any ſuch Law: the Empire we 
aſſume over them is down-right 
Tyranny: which they let us ex- 
erciſe, only becauſe they have 
more Good- nature than we, and 
confequently more Humanity and 
Reaſon: theſe very advantages, 
which doubtleſs ought to give them 
the Superiority had we been ra- 
tional, have loſt it them, becauſe 
we are otherwiſe, 
| Now if it be true that the 
| power we have over the Wo- 
men, is merely tyrannical ; it is no 
leſs true that they have over us an 
Empire natural; that of Beauty, 
which nothing can reſiſt. Our 
Authority extends not to all Coun- 
tries; whereas that of Beauty is 
univerſal: wherefore then do we 
claim a preheminence? Is it becauſe 


herein is a manifeſt Injuſtice; we 
93 employ 


the Men. No certainly, ſaid a 


we are ſtronger than they? but 


10 Perſian Letters. 


employ all manner of means to 
break their Spirits: they would p- 
be equally vigorous, were their 46 
Education equal to ours: try them od 
in the Talents, which education Th 
has not enervated; and you will WM , 
ſee whether they are weaker than W 
Us. 

This muſt be confeſt, tho? it is 
contrary to our cuſtom ; amongſt 
the moſt civiliz'd Nations, Wo- 
men always had the authority o- 
ver their Husbands: It was eſta- 
bliſhed by a Law among the E- 
£yptians, in honour of Js, and a. 
mong the Babylonians, in honour 
of Semiramis. It is ſaid of the Kc 
mans, that they commanded all Na- 
tions, but obey'd their Wives. ! 
take no notice of the Sarmatiaus 
who were really Slaves to the Sex; 
they were too much Barbarians to 
be quoted for an Example. 
Thou ſeeſt, my dear /bbey, that 
J have imbib'd the taſte of this 
Country, wherein they love to 
maintain extraordinary Opinion: 

50 
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and to reduce every thing to a 
Paradox. The Prophet has deci- 
ded the queſtion, and has adjuſt- 
ed the rights of both Sexes: the 
Wives ought to honour their Huſ- 
bands, and the Husbands their 
Wives; but the former have the 


| advantage to be one degree above 
the latter. 


paris, 4026 of the Moon 
Gemmadi 2, 1713. 
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* Hadgi 1bbt 70 be jew Den 
Joſhua, 4 Mahometan Praſe- 
lte, at Smirna. 


T ſeems to me, Ben Joſbua, 
that the Birth of berlin wi 
Perſonages 1 is always uſhered in wit 
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* Hadgi is one that has FOR in Pilgrimage 
at Mecca, 
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ſome ſtupendous ſigns and appear- 
ances; as if Nature ſuffer'd a ſort 
of Criſis, and the Celeſtial power 
cou'd not bring forth without the 


pangs of Child-birth. 

lothing is ſo marvellous as the 
Birth of Mahomet. God who by 
the decrees of his Providence had 
reſoly'd from the very beginning 
to ſend to mankind this mighty 
Prophet, to chain up Satan; cre- 
ated a Light two thouſand years 
before Adam, which paſſing from 
Ele& to Elect, from one Anceſtor 
to another Anceſtor of Mahomet, 
authentick teſtimony of his being 
ſprung. from the Patriarchs. 

It was therefore for the ſake of 
this ſame Prophet,. that God 
Willed not that any Child ſhould 
be conceiv'd, til the nature of 
Woman ſhould ceaſe to be un- 
clean; and the Virile Inſtrument 
were deliver'd up to. Circumciſi- 
. 

Je came into the world Cir- 

| | cumciz'd; 
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cumciz d; and; Joy. was ſeen, upon 
his Countenance at the very inſtant: 
of his birth: thrice did the Earth 
tremble as if ſhe. her ſelf had been 
in labour: all, the Idols fell flat 
on their faces: the Thrones of 
Kings were overturnd: Lucifer 
was thrown down. to the bottom, 
of the Sea, and ſwam therein for 
forty, days before he emerg'd from 
the deep. Abyſs: after Which he 
fled- to mount Cabes, from. whence 
with a terrible voice he call'd up- 
on the Angels. HT 


That very night did 2-4 (oc. a 
„ between Man and 


Woman, which neither of them 
could paſs over: the Art of the 
Magicians and Necromancers found 
it {elf bereft of virtue: a Voice 
was heard. from Heaven. ſaying 
theſe words; I have ſent to the 
world my faithful Friend. 

According to the teſtimony of 
{ben Aben the Arabian Hiſtorian, 
the generations of Birds, Clouds, 

Winds, and all the ſquadrons of 
G 4. Angels 
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Angels aſſembled themſelves to 
breed up this Child, and there was 
great contention among them who 
mould have the honour of it. The 
Birds faid, warbling, that they ought 
to have the foſtering of him; becauſe 
they could more eaſily bring toge- 
ther the various fruits of diffe- 
rent climates. The Winds mur- 
mur'd and ſaid, it rather belongs 
to us, becauſe we can convey to 
him the moſt agreeable Odours 
from all parts. No, ſaid the 
Clouds, the care of him ought to 
be commu. <a ne. becauſe we 
will every inſtant impart to him 


the refreſhing coolneſs of the Wa- 
ters. Upon which the Angels 
cry'd out, indignant: what will 
there remain for us to do? But a 
Voice was heard from Heaven, 
which put an end to all- diſputes: 
He ſhall not be taken out of the 
hands of Mortals ; becauſe happy 
the breaſts that ſhall give him 
ſuck; the hands that ſhall touch 
Him; the roof he ſhall dwell ac 

| N der, 
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der, and the bed he ſhalt repoſe 


have an heart of ſteel not to be- 
lieve his holy Law. 


been deſtroy'd 2. 


Paris, 20th of the Mon 
Rhegeb, 1713. | 


* 


LxXTTIX XXXVIII. 
Usbek 70 Ibben, at Stnirna;- 


A S ſoon” as a great Man is 
dead, they meet here in a 
Moſque, and make his funeral O- 
ration; that is, a Diſcourſe in his 
praiſe: with which, after all, a man 
would be puzzled to decide exactly 

whether 


| After ſo many flagrant teſtimo- 
mals, my dear Joſbua, a man mult: 


What cou'd: 
Heaven do more to prove his di- 
vine Miſſion, unleſs Nature it ſelf 
had been overturn'd; and mankind 
who were to be convinc'd, had 
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136 Perſian Letters. 
whether the deceas'd had, a 
great deal of Merit, or none. at 
all. ras | 

I would: have theſe: funeral O- 
ſtentations baniſh'd': men ſhould'be 
bewail'd at their Birth, and not 
at their Death. What avail the 
ceremonies and mournful forma- 


lities about a ſick man in his laſt 


moments; his Family weeping, 
his Friends grieving, but only to 
oy the loſs he is going to 
ſuffer, and make him the loather 
to depart? nh 

We are ſo blind that we know 
not when we are to mourn, or 
when we are to 1cjoice : we have 


hardly ever any thing beſides 


fictitious Sadneſs, or fictitious 
Mirth. V 

When I ſee the Mogul every 
year fooliſhly put himſelf into a 
ballance, and cauſe himſelf to be 


weigh'd like an Ox; when I fee 
his People rejoicing at their Prin- 


cc's being grown mor corpulent, 
that is to ſay leſs. capable of go- 
verning 


ing the extrayagance of the Mind 
of Man. Fr 


Paris, 20th of the Moon 
Rhegeb, 1713. 


E - 
- 


LETTER . 


De Chief of the black Eu- 
auchs to Usbek. 


T SMAEL, one of the black 
Eunuchs, magnificent Lord, is 
juſt now dead, and I thought it in- 
cumbent upon me to fill up his 
place. Eunuchs being at preſent 
extreamly ſcarce, I had thoughts 


of making uſe of a black Slave which 


thou haſt in the Country: but as. 
| yet I have not been able to prevail, 
upon him to ſuffer himſelf to be 
conſecrated into this. employment. 


Conſidering with my ſelf, that in 


the main it was for his own good, 
{ reſoly'd t'other day to ule a lit- 


Perſian Letters, 137 
verning them; I can't help pity- 
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138 Perſtan Letters. 
tle rigour towards him; and ſo, in 
conjunction with the- Intendant of 
thy Gardens, I ordered him, in his 
awn:deſpite, to be put into a con- 
dition & rendring to thee Services 
with which thy Heart is moſt de- 
lighted, and to live as I- do within 
theſe tremendous Walls, which he 
dares- not ſo much as loek upon. 
But. he ſet up his throat as if 
we had been a going to skin him; 
and. was. ſo very mutineus, and 
made ſuch reſiſtance, that he got 
away from us, and eſcap'd the fa- 
tal knife. I have juſt now been 
tnform'd, that he intends te write 
to thee, to ask thy Excuſe; affir- 
ming that F conceiv'd this deſign 
purely to revenge my ſelf on him, for 
his ſaying certain ſharp. things con- 
cerning me. I ſwear by the hundred | 
thouſand Prophets, that I acted up- | 
on no other motive; than the ad- 
vancement of- thy ſervice, the 
only. thing that J value, and. be- 
eee which I extend not my 
View,, nor. have Eyes for any o- 
| cher: 
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cher object. I proſtrate my ſelf at 
thy. e | 


From the Seraglio of Fatme, 
th of the Moon Mahar-- 
ram, 1713, 


OS * 


6—ͤ— 
— 


LETTER XL. 


Pharan 20 Usbek, his Sove- 
reign Lord. 


7 Er't thou here, magnificent 
Lord, I ſhou'd appear be- 
fore thee, all paper'd over with 
_ Petitions andRepreſentations,and all 
little enough to contain an account 
of the outrages I have; ſuffered ſince 
thy departure, from the hands of 
the chief blaek Eunuch, the wick 
edeſt of men 1 
Under cotour of ſome Ralleries, 
which he pretends I utter'd con- 
cerning the unhappineſs of his con- 
dition, he pours upon my head the 
whole ſtock of his inexpreſſible Re- 
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140 Perſian Tetter . 
venge; he has inflam'd againſt me 
the cruel Intendant of thy Gardens, 
who ſince thy departure impoſes 
on me moſt unſufferable tasks, un- 
der which I have a thouſand times 
been upon the brink of expiring, 
yet. without abating, in the leaſt of 
my ardour to ſerve thee. How ma- 
ny times have I ſaid within my ſelf; 
I have a Maſter who 1s all over 
goodneſs, and yet there breaths not 
a more unhappy Slave than I! * 
I confeſs to thee, magnificent 
Lord, I did net think my milery to 
be capable of any addition: but this 
curſed Eunuch was reſolved to fill 
up the meaſure of his villany. Some 
days ago, of his own. private au- 
thority, he markt me out for a 

| keeper of thy ſacred Women; that 
is, he deſtinꝰd me to an Execution 
which would be, to one in my caſe, 
2 thouſand times worſe than death 
it ſelf. Thoſe who at their birth _ 
have been ſo unfortunate as to re- 
ceive from their cruel Parents ſuch 
treatment, have this my ++ 
, & 
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Perſian Letters. 14 
that they- never knew what it was 
to be otherwiſe ; but for me to be 
degraded and ſtript of Manhood, 


I'm ſure I ſhow'd dye of Grief, if 1 
over- lived the Pain. 


J embrace ww Feet, ſublime - 


Lord, in the moſt profound humi- 
liry ; grant me to feel the effects of 
that Virtue which is ſo much re- 
ſpected: and let it not be ſaid that 
by thy command there is in the 
world one unhappy man the more. 


From the Gardens at Fatme, | 
7th of the Moon Mahar- 
ram, 1713. 


LET YEN XLII. 


Usbek to Pharan, at the Ger- 5 


dens at Fatme.. 


R recognize theſe ſacred Chara- 
cters: m e the chief Eunuch . 
e 


Eceive j Joy into thy heart, and' 
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14 Perſian Letters. 


the Intendant of my Garden to kiſs 
the ſame : I forbid them to lay, 
hand on thee before I return: let 
them purchaſe an Eunuch to ſupply 
the place of him that is wanting : go 
on and perform thy duty, as if thou 
hadſt Me always before thine eyes: 
and know, that the greater my 
kindneſs is, the more ſeverely ſhalt 
thou be. puniſht, if thou abuſeſt it. 


4 


Paris, the 25th ef the Moon 
Rhegeb, 1713; 


th. 


a 


LETTER XLIK 
Usbek 20 Rhedi; at Venice. 


HERE are in France three ſorts 

. of Profeſſions, the Church, the 
Sword, and the Long Robe. Each 
has a ſovereign contempt for the o- 
ther two: a man, for example, that 
ought to be deſpiſed only for being 
a Fool is often deſpiſed only becauſe 
he. is a Lawyer. PP 


| bond pp | I hain, np popt hain hand 


hi. © Fa 


Eyen. 
* 
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Even the vileſt Mechanicks wilt 


diſpute for the excellency of the 


Trade they have choſen-: each ſets. 
himſelf above him that is of a dif- 
ferent Profeſſion; in proportion to 
the Idea which he has fram'd to 
himſelf of the Superiority of his 
own. 7 5 

All men, more or leſs, reſemble 


that woman of the province of E— 


rivan, who —_ received ſome 
favour from one o 
viſh'd a thouſand times, in her Bene- 


dictions of him, that Heaven would 


make him Governor of Erivan. 
X S rhar a French Ship 
putting in upon the coaſt of Guinea, 


ſome of the Crew went aſhore to 
buy Sheep. The Natives carry'd 
them to the King, who was diſpen- 
ſing juſtice: to his Subjects under a 
Tree. He was on his Throne, that is 


to ſay, a piece of Timber, as ſtate- 


ly as if he had ſat upon that of the 
great Mogul: about him ſtood three 
or four Guards arm'd with hedge- 
ſtakes: an Umbrella in the form 


our Monarchs, 
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of a Canopy skreen'd him from the 
heat of the Sun. All his own or- 
naments, as well as thoſe of the 


Queen his wife, conſiſted in their 


black Hides, and ſome few Rings. 
This Prince, whoſe vanity was 
greater than his poverty, askt thoſe 
Strangers, whether he was not 
much talkt of in France: he fan- 
cy'd his name could not but be car- 
ried from one Pole to another: and 
being quite the reverſe of that Con- 
queror, of whom it is ſaid, he had 

lenced the whole earth, this 
Prince fancied it could not be but 
the. whole Univerſe muſt (veal -f 


When the Cham of Tartary has 
dined, a Herald proclaims, that all 


the Princes of the Earth may go 
ro dinner, if they think fit: and this 


Barbarian, that lives upon milk, 


who has neither houſe nor home, 


and ſubſiſts upon nothing but rob- 


bing and cutting of throats, looks 
upon all the Kings of the as 
is 
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his Slaves, and regularly inſults oyer 
them twice a day. - 1 
Paris, the 22th of the Moon 

Rhegeb, 1713. 


— 


—_Lertun XLIII. 
Rhedi o Usbek, at, * * * 


E 


bed, I heard a violent knock- 
ing at the door; which was ſoon 


ani with whom I had contraſted 
ſome acquaintance, and who-ſcem'd 
to me to be quite out of his wits: :. 

his Apparel was a great deal more 
than modeſt: his Peruke, all awry, 
had not been ſo much as comb'd. 
out; he had not had leiſure to get his 
black Waiſtcoat mended; and for 
that day he had laid aſide the wiſe 
precautions with which he was 


wont to diſguiſe the dilapidations of 


his Equipage. 
Get 


2 morning, as I was in 
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Get up, ſays he to me, I ſhall 


have occaſion for you all this day; 
T have a thouſand Implements to 


buy, and would be glad to have you 


with me: firſt, we muſt go to the 
Street St. Honore, to ſpeak to a Scri- 


vener who has a commiſhon to ſell 


an Eſtate to- the value of five hun- 


_ dred thouſand Livres, and I am 


willing to have the refuſal of it. 
As I came hither, I ſtopt a moment 
in the fuburbs of St. Germain, 
where I hired a Houſe for two 
thouſand Crowns, and hope to get 
ak. - A. ea} ſage wood? 
near the matter, my Chap 
tags me down with him: Firſt, let 
us go and buy a Coach, and ſettle 
our Equipage : accordingly we 
bought not only a Coach, but va- 
riety of Merchandize, to the value 


of one hundred thouſand Livres, in 


leſs than an hour's time: all this 
was ſoon over, for he did not ſtand 


ſoon as I was dreſt, or pony | 
aſtily 


E — 
b / —' cond ĩ˙¼% ] . ,] ,.. 


hagling, nor counted out — 
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of money, ſo that he loſt no time. 
] began to muſe upon this; and 
when [ had examin'd into him alit- 
tle, I found in him an odd compli- 
cation of riches and poverty, fo 
that I knew not what to think : 
but at length I broke filence, and 
taking him a little aſide, Sir, ſays 
J to him, who is to pay for all this? 
my ſelf, ſays he: come along with 
me into my chamber, and I will 
ſhow you immenſe Treaſures and 
Riches, enough to raiſe the envy of 


the greateſt Monarchs, but not 


your envy, for you ſhall ſhare them 
with me. I follow him: we 
clamber up to his fifth ſtory, and 
then by a ladder we aſcend to the 
ſixth, which was a cloſet open to 
the four winds : in this cloſet I ſaw 
nothing but two or three dozen of 


earthen Baſons, fill'd with divers 
1 I roſe betimes, ſays he; 
an 


the firſt thing I did, according 

to my cuſtom this five and twenty 
years, I viſited my Work ; and found 
. that the great day was at laſt come, 
. that 
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that was to make me the richeſt 
man upon the earth. See you this 
red liquor here? It now has all 
the qualities required by the Philo- 
ſophers towards the Tranſmutation 
of metals : 1 have extracted from it 
theſe grains you ſee here: they are 
true gold with reſpect to their co- 
lour, tho' ſomewhat imperfect as to 
their weight. This ſecret, which 
Nicholas Flamel found out, but 
which Raymond Lully and mil- 
lions beſides have miſt, is fallen 
into my hands; and I am this day 
a happy Adept. God grant I make 
ſuch uſe of the treaſure he has been 
Pleaſed to communicate to me, as 
may be for his Glory! 
turn'd about, and went, or ra- 
ther fell down the ladder, tranſpor- 
ted with rage, and left this rich man 
in his rage, and left this rich man 
in his hoſpital. Adieu, my dear 
Usbek; ] will come and lee thee to- 
morrow, and if thou art inclined 
we will return together to Paris. 
Paris, the-laſt of the Moon | 
Rhegeb, 1713. 
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1 Meet here with People that diſ- 

puſe without end about Religi- 
on; dat, in my mind, the contention 
* Who ſhall leaſt follow the Pre- 
cepts of 1t. 

The are not only better Chri- 
ſtians, lit better Citizens; and this 
is what affects me very much: for 
whatever religion a man lives under, 
the obſervation of the Laws, love 
of our Neighbour, duty to our Pa- 
rents, are the chief Acts of Reli- 
gion. 

And indeed, what is the firſt ob- 
ject of a religious man, but to pleaſe 
the Deity who eſtabliſhed that reli- 
gion he makes profeſſion of? Bur 
the fureſt way to do this, is doubt- 
leſs to obſerve the rules of Society, 

and the duties of Humanity: for in 
ce religion a man lives, the 


moment that — religion at all is 


ſup- 
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ſuppos'd, it muſt alſo neceſſarily be 


{uppos'd that God loves men, be- 


cauſe he eſtabliſhes a religion to 
make them happy: that if he loves 
men, we are ſure to pleaſe him by 
loving them too; that is, by practi- 
ſing towards them all the duties 
of charity and humanity, and not 
violating the Laws under which 
eri 
We are much ſurer to pleaſe God 


this way, than by obſerving ſuch 


or ſuch a Ceremony. For Ceremo- 
nies have no degree of goodneſs in 
themſelves; they are only relative- 
8 good, and in the ſuppoſition that 

od has enjoyn'd them: but this is 
a very nice ae we may eaſily 
deceive our ſelves; for we muſt make 


choice of thoſe of one religion, a- 


mong thoſe of two thouſand. 

A certain man every day made 
this Prayer to God. Lord, I un- 
derſtand nothing of theſe diſputes 
© that are continually had, concern- 
© ing thee: I am willing to ſerve thee 
* according to Thy will; but every 

man 
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x man whom I co ſult, will have me 
« ſerve thee accor ng to His. When 
] am about to apply my ſelf torhee 


in prayer, I know not what lan- 


© guage to make uſe of, nor what po- 
< {ture to put my ſelf i in: one bids 
© me pray ſtanding, another ſays I 
* muſt do it fitting, and a third will 
have me perform it kneeling. This 
is not all; ere are, who pre- 
tend I ought to waſh me every 


morning with cold water; others 


aſſert that thou wilt look upon me 


« with abhorrence, if I cut not off 
a ſmall piece of my fleſh.” I ven 


« pen'd the other day to eat a Ra 
bet in a Catravanſary (an Inn:) 
three men that were there put 


me into a terrible fright, by tel 5 


© ling me that I had molt grievouſly 
© offended thee; one, * becauſe it 


Was an unclean creature; another, 
© + becauſe it had been ſtrangled ; 


A K 
— 


* 4 Jew. f 4 Turk, An Armenian. 


hath, : 
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© and the laſt, becauſe it was not 
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< Fiſh, A Brachman who was going 
© by, and whom I appeal'd to, ſays 
< to. me, they are all in the wrong, 
£ for to be ſure you did not kill the 
© creature with your own hands: But 
I did, ſays I. Ah! then you have 
been guilty of anabominable acti- 


< on, and God will never pardon you, 
* ſays he to me, with a ſevere Voice: L 
how do you know, but that your t 
c Father's Soul was paſſed into that x 
creature? All 3 things, Lord, d 
give me an unconceivable diſtur- al 

& bance of mind: I can't move my | 
c head but am threatned with having to 
© provoked, thee: to wrath, and yet an 
z all this while Ideſire to pleaſe thee, BI vi 
and in ſo doing to employ that life WM 51 
Lowe unto thee: Iknow not whe- ch. 
ther Ierr; but I can'thelp believing WM wi 
that the beſt way to do:this is to WI anc 


<livelike a. good Citizen in the Socie. 5 
ty wherein thou haſt placed me; and Co 
© ike a good Father in the Fami) mo 


© which thou haſt given me. Cal 
Paris, 8th of the Moon | | an 
_ Chahban, 2713. a fi 
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| * ET TEA XI. v. 
Lachi fo Usbek, af Paris. 


N Have a great piece of News to 


tell thee: T am reconciled to Ze - 


phis: the Seraglio that was divided 
into parties is now united again; 
there is nothing but thee wanting 
within theſe walls, wherein Peace 


dwells: come my dear Uxbek, come, 


and let Love triumph therein. 
L entertain'd Zephis at a banquet, 
to which thy Mother, thy Wives, 


and principal Concubines were in- 


vited: thy Aunts, and many of thy 
She-Couſins were there Hkewiſe: 
they came on horſeback, cover d 
with the dusky fhade of their V eils 

and of their Appatel.- | 
Next day we fer- out for this 
Country, where we hoped to be 
more at Liberty: we mounted our 
Camels, and went four and four in 
a neſt. It being a match made of 
k N we had not time to ſend 
H 2 about 
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about the Nei hbourhood to ac- 
quaint them with it, that they might 
keep themſelves within doors: but 


the chief Eunuch, whoſe thoughts 


are always at work, took another 
precaution; for, beſides the Cloth 
which hinder'd us from being ſeen, 
he added ſo thick a Curtain that it 
binder'd us from ſeeing. any body. 
When we came to crols the r1- 
ver, each of us according to cu- 
ſtom boxt our ſelves up, and was 
convey'd into the boat: for we 
were told the river was full of peo- 
ple. One more curious than ordi- 
nary coming too near us receiv'd a 
mortal wound, which for ever de- 
priv'd him of the light of the day. 
Another, that was bathing ſtark na- 
ked on the ſhore met with the like 


fate. And thus were theſe two un⸗ 


fortunate wretches ſacrific'd to thy 
honour and ours, by the hands of 
thy faithful Eunuchs. 

But mind what happened to us 
afterwards. We were hardly got to 
the middle of the River, when fo 


boi- 
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boiſterous a wind aroſe; and ſo 


frightful- a cloud covered the Sky, 


that the Mariners began to be in a 
conſternation. Frighted at this dan 
ger, we almoſt all of us ſwooned 
away. I remember I heard the 
voice and diſputes of our Eunuchs: 
ſome of whom were for letting us 
know our danger; and for ſetting 
us at liberty: But the head of them 
declared he wou'd rather die than 
ſuffer his maſter to be thus diſho- 


noured, and that he would ſtab him 


that ſhould preſume to make ſuch 
a bold propoſal. One of my ſhe 
Slaves, quite beſide her ſelf, came 
running to my aſſiſtance and all un- 
dreſt: But a black Eunuch laid hold 
on her roughly, and ſent her back 


to the place from whence ſhe came. 


Then I ſwooned away, and recove- 
red not my ſenſes 'till the danger 
Was Over: ET FO goth 6 TI RES 


+ 


Women that go abroad, eſpeci- 
ally on the water, have a hard 
time on't! Men are expoſed to no 
dangers but what threaten their 
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lives; but we are every inſtant in 

danger of loſing our lives, or our 

virtue. Adieu, my dear Usbek., I 
ſhall for eyer adore thee. 


From the Seraglio at Fatme, the 2d of 
the Moon Rhamazan, 1713, 


\ F * 3 * * i 


L ETTER XL. VI. 
Usbek te Rhedi, at Venice. 
T HEY who love to improve in 


1 knowledge are never idle: 
tho' I have no important affair up- 
on my hands, yet am I continually 
. I paſs my life away in 
obſervation: Foy evening com- 
mit to writing my remarks on what 
I have ſeen, and on what I have 
heard, in the day time: every thing 
engages me, every thing ſurprizes 
me: I am like a child whole ten- 
der organs receive ſtrong imprefli- 
ons from the leaſt objects. 
Tou will hardly believe me 
when 
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when I tell you we are welcome 
to all Companies and all Soci- 
ties; I believe it is much owing 
to Rica's lively wit and natural 
gayety, which makes him court all 
company, and be equally courted 
by all: Our Outlandifh Air is now 
no longer offenfive to any body; 
nay we enjoy the 3 they are 
in, to ſec us fo polite; for the 
French imagine not that our Ch- 
mate can produce fuch Men as we 
are: And yet it muſt be own'd, 
they are well worth the undecei- 
vin e a 

I have ſpent ſome days at a Coun- 


. 


try ſeat near Paris, with a man of 


note, who is overjoy'd when his 
houſe is full af company; His Wife 
is a very lovely perfon, and befides 
an unfeigned modefty, ſhe has a 
ſprightlineſs which our Ladies of 
Perſia know nothing of, by rea- 
ſon of their recluſe Pres Nie 

Being a Stranger, the beſt thing 
I could do was, according to cu- 
ſtom, to make my remarks upon 


4 that 
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that crowd of people that are in- 
ceſſantly flocking: together, whoſe 
characters ſtill preſented me with 
{ſomething new: at firſt I took no- 
tice of a man whoſe ſimplicity 
pleas'd me much; I ſtruck up with 
him and he as readily join'd com- 
pany with me, ſo that we were al- 
molt inſeparable. A 

One day as we were diſcourſing 
together in private, tho' we were 
then in the midſt of a great circle, 
yet leaving the general talkers to 
themſelves, Perhaps you will think 
me more curious than well bred, 
ſays I; but pray give me leave to ask 
you {ome queſtions, for I am quite 
weary of being thus thrown out of 
all play, and converſing with people 
I can make nothing of: my mind has 
been above two days at work, and 
there is not a ſingle man here that 
| has not put me to the torture above 
two hundred times over; and yet 
in a thouſand years I ſhould never 
be able to make a right gueſs at 
them; they are as inviſible as the 
F Fe 


== 


Wives of our grand Monarch. Tell. 


me but what po would be at, re- 
plies he to me, and I will inform 
| you in whatever you deſire to 
know; and the rather becauſe I take 
you to be a diſcreet man, and one 
that will not abuſe my Confidence. 


Who is that rſon, faid * to 


| him, that talks ſo SITS of his en- 
tertaining the Great ones, and is fo 


familiar with your Dukes, and 


ſpeaks ſo often to your Miniſters, 
who are ſaid to be difficult to come 


at? He muſt needs be a man of 


Quality, but his aſpect is ſo mean ; 
that he don't do much honour to 


men of Quality: and beſides, I don't 


find he has any manner of educa- 


tion. I'am a foreigner, but-I can'r 


help thinking there is in general a 
| certain politeneſs commog to all na- 


tions: I ſee nothing of this in him: 


are your men of Quality here worſe 


educated than others? This man is 


a farmer of the King 8 Revenues, 8 


anſwered he ſmiling: he is as much 
above others in riches, as he is be- 


HF Io 
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low all the world in birth: He 
would have the beſt Table at Pa- 
is, could he but prevail with him- 
ſelf never to dine at home : he has 
a great deal of Impertinenne, as you 
ſee; but then he excels in a 
Cook, for which he is not un- 
grateful, for you have heard him all 
this day do nothing but commend 
his Cook. — 1 | 
And who is that huge fellow 
there in black, ſays I to him, that 
the Lady has placed next to her 
ſelf? How comes he to dreſs ſo dil- i 
mally, and yet put on ſo gay a be- 
baviour and look ſo florid? He re- 
turns a gracions {mile to every 
ana, Cc is ſaid to him; his ap- 
8 is more modeſt, but yet more 
ormal, than that of your women, 
He is a Preacher, ſays he; and, which 
is yet worſe, a Director of Conſci- 
ences: for all he looks ſo, he knows 
more than the Husbands do: he 
knows the blind ſides of the wives, 
who likewiſe know that he too 1s 
net without his blind fide. 4 * 
N . * ys 


„„ „ 9 OO 0 OP ——— . 
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ſays I : he's always a talking of 
ſomething, which he calls Grace. 
Not always, replied he; when 
he whiſpers a pretty woman, he 
dwells more upon the topick of $20 
Man's fall: in publick he thun- £38 
ders; but in a corner is as gentle 528 
as a lamb. :Methinks, ſays I to 
him, that he is mightily taken no- 
tice of, and is reſpected in a more 
than ordinary manner: How comes 
he to be ſo diſtinguiſned? He is a 
neceflary Man; he is the ſweetner 
of a retired life z petty Counſels, 
officious Cares, {ct Viſits; he dif- 
ſipates a pain in the head better 
rhan any man alive; he is a moſt 
excellent man. Ee SES CRT Zo 
But if am not too troubleſome to 
you, pray tell me who 1s he that 
fits right againſt us ſo poorly ha- 
bited, that makes ſo many ugly fa- 
ces, ſpeaks a different language 
from the reſt, and has not the wit 
to talk, but talks to get wit? He is a 
Poet, anſwers he, and a groteſque 
of a man. This ſort of people 
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ſay they are born what they are; 
it is very true; and what they are 
born they will continue all their 
lives, that is to ſay, the moſt ri- 
diculous of men, for the moſt part: 
accordingly no body ſpares them: 
contempt is liberally pour'd on 
them from all hands: hunger has 
brought this man hither; and he 
is well received both by the ma- 
ſer and miſtreſs, whoſe good- na- 
ture and good breeding makes no 
diſtinction of perſons: he made 
their Epitbalamium when they were 


married; and it is the beſt thing 


he ever did: for it happens to be 
as fortunate a match as be foretold 
it wou'd be. art OILS 
Lou will hardly believe it, ad- 
ded. he, you are ſo. prepoſſeſs'd 
with your Oriental Cuſtoms ; there 
are ſuch things amongſt us as hap- 
Py. marriages, and women whoſe 

irtue alone is their : ſufficient 
guard. The Couple here before 
us enjoy a reciprocal. Peace that 
can't be diſturb'd; they are belo- 


ved 
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ved and eſteemed by every body 3 
there is but one thing amiſs; their 
natural good humour makes them 
give a free admiſſion to all ſorts 
of people z which ſometimes is the 
cauſe why there is very bad com- 
pany : not as J diſapprove of ſuch: 
we muſt live with people as we 
find them, it oftentimes happens 


that ſuch as are ſaid to be good 


company are only more. refin'd in. 
Vice; as it is with poiſons, the 
more fubrile, ' the more dangerous. 
Who is that old man, ſaid I to 
him ſoftly, that looks 1 


er; for beſides his being different- 
ly dreſt from the others, he cen- 


ſures every thing that is done in 
France, and is diſpleaſed with 
your publick management. He is 
an old Warriour, ſays he, that makes 
himſelf memorable to all his Audi- 
tors by the prolixity of his atchieve- 
ments; he won't allow that France 
ever gain'd a Battel in which he 


was not preſent; or that any Siege 
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is worth talking of, where he did 
not mount the trenches : he fan- 
cies himſelf fo neceſſary to our 
Hiſtory, that he believes it was at an 
end with the laſt action he was 
concerned in: he looks upon ſome 
wounds he received, as he would 


upon the diſſolution of the Monar- 
c 


y : and quite contrary to thoſe 
philoſophers, who ſay rhat the pre- 
ſent time alone is enjoy'd,. and that 
the paſt is nothing; he for his 


part only enjoys the paſt, and ex- 


iſts not but in the Campaigns that 

are over : he breathes in. the times 
that. are elaps'd, in like man- 
ner as Heroes are to live in thoſe 
that are to come, But wherc- 
fore, ſays I, did he quit the 
ſervice? He did not quit it, an- 
ſwers he, but the ſervice quitted 


him; he is employed in a ſmall gar- 


riſon, where he will be narrative the 
reſt of his days: but he will never 
advance further; the path of Ho- 

nour is ſhut up againſt him. Why 
ſo? ſaid I. We haye a maxim in 


7 
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France, reply d he, never to raiſe 
fficers whoſe patience has lan- 
uiſhed in ſubaltern offices; we 
ook upon them as men whole ſpi- 
rit is contracted into a narrownels 
of particulars z and who being ha- 
bituated to little things, are be- 
come incapable of greater: we are 
of opinion, that a man who at thir- 
ty years of age has not the quali- 


ties of a General, will never have 


them: that he who has not chat 
roll of his eye as to repreſent at 
once a tract of thirty leagues in all 
its different ſituations ; that pre- 


ſence of mind that enables him in / 


a victory to improve all advanta · 
ges; and in a defeat ſuggeſts all 


proper reſourſes; will never acquire 


thoſe talents as long as he lives: 
and therefore we have among us 
er employments for _ great and 
ſublime men, on whom Heaven 
has not only beſtow'd the heart 


but the genius of @ Hero; an in- 
feriour poſt for ſuch whoſe talents 


arc inferigur, 'Of this number are 
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"choſe who are grown old in an ob- 
fcure warfare ; they at "moſt ſuc- 


ceed only if deing chat Which 


they have done all their lives long; 
and we ought not to begin to load 
them extraordinarily at a time when 


they begin to grow weak. 


A moment afterwards ede ſpirit 
of curioſity ſeized me again, and I 
ſaid to him; 1 give you my word 


J will ask you no farther queſti- 
ons, if you will bear with one more: 
Who is that young man in his own 
hair, who has ſo little wit and ſo 
very much impertinence? What 
makes him talk ſo much louder than 
the reſt, and ſeem to be glad he is 
alive? He is a Favourite of For- 
tune, ſays he to me. Here ſome 
people came in, others went out; 
all got up; ſomebody came to 
ſpeak to my Gentleman, and Fre- 
main'd as wiſe as I. was before. 
But a moment afterwards this 
young man chanced to be cloſe by 
me. It is fine weather, directing 
his ſpeech to me; ſhall we take a 


turn 


— 
— 
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turn in the garden? I anſwered 
him in the civilleſt manner I could; 
and ſo we went out together. I 
come into the country, ſays he, to 
gratify the Miſtreſs of the houſe 
here, with whom I am upon no ill 
terms: there are ſome women in 
the world that are termagant or ſo; 
but what ſhould a man do? I viſit 
the handſomeſt women in Paris; 
but J don't confine my ſelf to one; 
and I often give them the ſlip; for 
between you and me I am a ſad 
Dog. Then, ſays I to him, Sir, 
you have ſome poſt or employ- 
ment that hinders you from a clo- 
ſer attendance upon them. No, 
Sir, I have nothing in the world 
to do, but to make a husband run 38 
mad, or drive a father to | deſpair : ' +BY 
love to alarm a woman that thinks WH | 
ſhe has me faſt, and reduce her 38 
within a finger's breadth of lo- 2 i" 
ſing me: there is a parcel of us _— 
young fellows who divide thus the 139 
whole Town among us, and make 
it take notice of every ſtep m 
3 | 5 AKC. 
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take. By what I find, ſays I to 
him, you make more noiſe than the 
moſt valiant Warriour; and are 
more regarded than 'the greateſt 
Magiſtate. Were you in Perſia, 
you wou'd not. enjoy all theſe ad- 
vantages z you wou'd be fitter to 
guard our women than to pleaſure 
them. Here I began to redden; 
and I believe, had I gone on a lit- 


_ tle further, I ſhou'd have affront- 


ed him. 


What ſayeſt thou of a Country 


where ſuch people as theſe are to- 
lerated; and a man who follows ſo 
vile a trade is ſuffered to live? 
wherein infidelity, treachery, rapes 
and injuſtice are the ſteps that lead 
to eminence ? where a man ſhall 
be valued becauſe he deprives a 
father of his daughter, a husband 
of his wife, and brings diſtraction 
into the happieſt and moſt ſacred 


ſocieties? 


Happy the children of Hah, 


who defend their families from in- 


famy and debauchery : the * 
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the Sun is not purer than the fire 
that burns in the heart of our wo- 


men : our daughters think not 


without trembling of the day that 
1s to deprive them of that virtue 
which makes them ſo like Angels 
and Incorporeal powers. 


O my dear native foil, whom 


the riſing Sun honours with his 
firſt regards; thou art not ſullied 
with thoſe horrible crimes which 
oblige that Planet to hide himſelf 
as ſoon as he appears in the gloo- 
my Welt, 


Paris, the 5th of the Moos | 
Rhamazan, 1713. 
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LETTER XLVIL 
Rica fo Usbeks at 2 


Ter day being i in my Cham- 
ber, in came a Derviſe very 
oddly dreſs d: his Beard reached 
down quite to his hempen _ 
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dle; he was bare-footed; his ha- 
bit was grey, coarſe, and in ſome 
parts knotted: the whole figure of 
the man was ſo whimſical, that 
my firſt thought was to ſend for a 
Painter to take a sketch of him. 
He accoſted me with a long 
compliment, wherein he gave me 
to underſtand that he was a man of 
merit, and moreover. a Capuchin: 
J have been informed, Sir, added 
he, that you are ſhortly to return 
to the Court of Perſa, where you 
hold a very eminent rank: JI come 
to beg your protection, and to de- 
ſire you to obtain us from your 
King a little habitation near Ca/- 
in for two or three Monks. My 
good Father, ſaid I, you deſign 
then to go to Perſia! I, Sir, cri- 
ed he] no marry;, I am provincial 
here, and wou'd not change! my 
condition with any Capuchin in 
the Univyerfe. '' Why whatthedeuce 
do you want of me then? Why, 
anſwered he, if we had ſuch a lit- 
habitation, our Fathers of Ita) 
1 | wou'd 


o 
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wou'd ſend two or three of their 
Monks thither,” I ſuppoſe then you 
are acquainted with thoſe Monks, 
ſaid I. No, Sir, I know nothing 
of them. Why what a plague then 
will their going into Perſia be to 
you? A wond'rous fine project 


truly, to have a brace of Capuchins 
breathe the air of Casbiu it will 
be of general uſe both to Europe 


and Ala, no doubt; it is mighty 
neceſſary our Monarchs ſhou'd loo 


after this affair. Theſe are noble 
Colonies indeed! Get you gone; 
you and the reſt of you are_not cut ; 
out for tranſplantation ; you will 
do much better to continue to 
creep about juſt where you were 


firſt ingendered. 


Paris, the 15th of the Moon 
_ . Rhamazan, 1712. 
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Lerrex XL VII. 
Mien o 


1 Have known ſome people whoſe 
- Virtue was fo natural to them 
that they were hardly ſenſible of 
it: they adhered to their duty 
without any foree upon themſelves, 
and followed it as it were by in- 


ſtinct: far from exalting their rare 
on in their difcourſe, they 
eemed not to have yet reached 


their own knowledge. Theſe are 
the men 1 love; not thoſe virtu- 
ous folks that ſeem to be amazed 
at their being fo, and look upon 


a good action as a prodigy, which 


muſt fill every body with wonder 
i hears 8 

If Modeſty be a neceſſary vir- 
tue even in thoſe whom Heaven 
has indued with the greateſt ta- 
lents; what ſhall we ſay of thoſe 


Inſects that dare to own a Pride 


wou ' d diſhonour the greateſt men 


I meet every where witk peo- 


themſelves: their converſation is 


a looking- glafs that always preſents 


you with their impertinent figure: 
they will hold you a diſcourſe a- 
bout the leaſt accidents that ever 
befell them, and think their being 


concerned in them muſt make 


them conſiderable to you: there 
is nothing but what they have 
done, ſeen, ſaid, or thought: they 
are the univerſal model; an in- 
exhauſtible ſubject of compariſon; 
a ſpring of examples never to be 
dried up. How wretchedly inſipid 
is praiſe, when, it bounds back to 
the place it comes from! 

Some days ago a man of this 
character plagued us for two hours 
together with his Merit and his 
great Talents: but as there is no 
perpetual motion in the world, he 
at laſt was ſilent. A little of the 
talk then fell to our ſhare, and we 
took hold of the opportunity. 
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One that ſeemed to be à little 


troubled” 'with the Spleen, began 


to complain of the many tireſome 
diſturbers of converſation ':' What, 
nothing but Fools that are eter- 
nally giving you their own chara- 
Eters, and bringing every thing 
home debe es ! Your obſer- 


vation is juſt, cried our talker ab- 


ruptly : ah! if men wou'd but ac 
like me; 'I never praiſe my ſelf: 
I have wealth and birth; I ſpend 
handſomely ; my friends tell me J 


do not want wit: but you never 


hear me talk of theſe things: if I 
have any good qualities, that which 
I value my felt moſt upon is my 
Modeſty. 3Cꝓꝙß DL IG9 - ; 
I cou'd not but wonder at this 
impertinent Creature; and while 
he was running on, I faid to my 
ſelf: Happy the man who has Va- 
nity enough never to ſpeak well 
of himſelf; who ſtands in awe of 


his hearers, and will not ven- 


ture to ſet up his Merit he 


ft 
pe 
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the Pride and Self-love of other 
people. . 


Paris, the 09 of the Moon 
Rhamagmn; 1773. 


Le 11 ER XLIX 


Nargum, Envoy frow Perſia 
- Muſcovy, to Usbek at 
aris. 


Iſßpabhan, that thou haſt left 
2 and art now actually at Pa- 

7is, Why muſt I owe owy infor- 
mation bord any but thy ſelf : 

The commands of the King; of 
Kings have detained me five years 
in this Country; where I have ef- 
fectect divers Important Negotia- 
tions. 

Thou knoweſt the Czar is the 
only Chriftian Prince whoſe Inte- 
reſts are mingled with thoſe of 

. * Per- 
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Perſia, becauſe he is an Enemy to 
the Turks as well as we. 4 
His Empire 1s greater than ours : 
for they reckon. it two thouſand 
leagues from Moſcow to the utmoſt 
limits of his Dominions on the ſide 
of China. a 
He is abſolute Maſter of the 
Lives and Fortunes of his Subjects, 
who are all Slaves, except four Fa- 
milies: and the Lieutenant of the 
Prophets, the King of Kings, who 
has Heaven for his footſtool, does 
not make a more dreadful uſe of 
his Power. 1 ö 
To look at the frightful Climate 

of Muſ/covy, a man wou'd never 
dream that it thou'd be a punith- 
ment to be baniſhed from it ; and 
yet whenever any Great Man i 
diſgraced he 1s ſent into Siberia. 

As the Law of our Prophet for- 
bids us to drink Wine; the Prince's 
Decree prohibits the uſe of it from 
the Muſcovites. 5 
"us TT have a way of receiving 
their Gueſts which has nothing : 

* | | | al 
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all of Perſian in it. As ſoon as 
a Stranger enters their houſe, the 
husband preſents him his wife; 
the ſtranger kiſſes her, and this 
is feckoned a compliment to the 
husband. FC 
Tho' the Fathers in the Marri- 
age Contract of their Daughters 
generally ſtipulate that their Huſ- 
band ſhall not whip them; yet you 
cannot think how much the Muf- 
covite women love to be beaten : 
they cannot be made to believe 
that they have their husband's 
heart, if he does not bang their 
bones for them: an oppoſite con- 
duct in him is an unpardonable ſiga 
of indifference. Here is a Letter 
which one of them lately wrote to 
her Mother. 5 5 


My dear Mother, 

J am the moſs unfortunate of wo- 
nen: 1 have omitted nothing to gain 
my husbaud's affection; but cannot 
do it. Yeſterday I had a thouſand 
things to do about the Houſe : I went 

"24 - - ae. 


1738 Perfian Leiters. 


: abroad, and Plaid out all the live- ling 
day of thought ar in return be 
awd mve beat ne pnrely 3 and he 
did not ſo much as give me an angry 

word. My Sifler has far differew 
treatment :; her Par Fr Piberonfſis 
ber daily. ſhe canon ok at a man, 
bur. be is preſently abont her bones: 
they love one anather ffnrerety, and 
re the mot comfortabty life in the 
oor ld. 

This 5 is that makes her ſo vnin 
bur fhe ſhalt nt deſpiſe ne hon 57 
am reſolved 1 0 40 Ay bn. 
love mo, cofft what” it will: I will 
| provoke him to fich a degree, that 
Jure he muſt giut me ſome proofs of 
his kindneſs 2 fall never be ſaid 
that I a never get one beating, 
and that I live in the honſt unmini. 
ed: upon the leafs. ſlap be gives mt 
I will ſquawl ont as load; as ever 1 
75 bawl, thut peopte muy (believe 

e ge right ; a 1. fmney 12 

hour Hadid. come to my” hrip, 1 
ay tear his eyes. out. I beg, m 


ſhow 
dear Mother, Jon. wow e # 
my 
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uy Huchaud that be uſes me ery un. 
worthily. My Father, good mau, did 
not do thus - and I remember whey 1 
was a little Girl I thought ſometimes 
he Ioved you a hitle „ 
J embrace you, my dear Mather. 


The AMuſcovites muſt not go out 
of the Kingdom, even to travel: ſo 
that being ſeparated from all other 
Nations by the Laws of the Coun- 
try, they have preſerved their an- 
cient Cuſtoms with ſo much tho 
more conſtancy, as they do not 

think it poſſible there ſnould be any 
Fonte, 32 
But the Prince now reigning 
was reſolved to alter every thing : 
= he had a ſad conflict with them a- 
| bout their Beards: the Clergy and 
Monks were no leſs zealous to pre- 
ſerve their Ignorance. £7 

He applies himſelf to make the 
Arts flouriſh among them, and 
negle&s nothing to till Eurabe ard 
Alia with the Glory of his Nation, 
Which till lately has been for- 

3 © got, 
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pot, and was hardly known to any 


ut it ſelf. - 


Reſtleſs and buſie, he travels a- | 


bout his vaſt Dominions every 
where, leaving behind him tokens 
of his natural Severity. 


He makes excurſions even " 


yond them, as if they were not 
{tufficient to contain him, and ſeeks 


in Europe other Provinces and new 


Kingdoms. 

I embrace thee, my dear Usbek : 
let me hear from thee, I conjure 
thee. 


Moſcow, * of the Moon 
CROTON 1713. 


LITTEX L. 
Rica 0 Usbek, a- 
1 Was t'other day in a Company 


where I diverted my ſelf well 
enough. There were Women of 


all Ages: one of tourſcore ; z one of 


ſixty 3 


A 


— Y 
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ſixty; one of forty, who had @ 
Neice that might be about one 
or two and twenty. A ſort of 
Inſtinct made me get near this laſt: 
She whiſpered me in my ear: 

What do you ſay to my Aunt, who 
at her years tries to make con- 
queſts, and wou'd be thought pre- 
ty? She is much in the wrong, 
ſaid I; that's a deſign only pro- 
per for you. A moment after-_ 
wards, I happened to be by her 
Aunt, who ſays to me: What do 
you think of that Woman there, 
who is at leaſt threeſcore, and yet 
ſpent above an hour this morning 
at her Toilet? T was all time loſt, 
ſays I, and not to be excuſed in 
any but a Woman of your beauty. 
J went to the miſerable creature 
of threeſcore, and piticd her m 
my heart, when ſhe whiſper'd me: 
Can any thing be ſo ridiculous? 
Look there at that woman who 
1s fourſcore years old, and yec 
wears flame colour-ribbands: She 
would fain ſeem young, and real- 
14 - "Ip 
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Fun is ſo; for this is mere 
Childhood. Heavens, faid I to my 
ſelf! Shall we never have eyes bur 
for the ridicule of other folks? 


Perhaps it is a bleſſing, ſaid I af- 
terwards, that we can gather com- 


fort from the weakneſles of others, 
However, being in 2 vein to be 

merry, Come, ay I, we have al- 
cended far enough; let us now go 
downward, and begin with the 
Ancient Gentlewoman that is at 
top. Madam, the Lady I juſt 
now ſpoke with, and you, are ſo 
very like, that one wou'd {wear 
you were two Siſters; I fancy you 
are juſt of an Age. Aye marry, 
Sir, quoth ſhe, when one dies, 


the other will quake with fear. 


J do not think there is two days 
difference between us. Havy 

done with my decrepit Dame, 

wem to her of Sixty. Madam, 
ſays I, you muſt decide a wager J 
am concern'd in: I have betted, 
that that Lady and you nr 
her the woman of Forty) are 5 
| - >The 


1 


— 
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the ſame age; Good faith, ſays ſhe, 
I don't believe there is fix months 
difference. So far, good. Pro- 
ceed. I ſtill 50 downwards, and 
came next to the woman of Forty, 
Madam, do me the favour to tell 
me whether it is not in jeſt that 
you call the young Lady there at 
t'other Table, your Neice? You 
are as young as the is: nay, ſhe has 


that is not to be found in yours; 
and the lively colour of your 
cheeks - No, hold, ſays ſhe, I 
am her Aunt, that's true: but her 
Morher was at leaft five and twen- 
ty years older than my ſelf; we 


were not by the ſame venter: I 


have heard my late Sifter ſay, that 


her Daughter and F were borh born 
in a year. I thought as much, 


Madam; and might Well wonder. 
My dear Usbek, the women when 
they find themſelves dying before- 
hand by the departure of their 
Charms, would fain ſteal back- 


Fe © 


ſomething, of a GEcay in her face, 


wards towards Youth, Why 
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thou'd we be ſurprized at their en- 
deayouring to cheat others? They 
do all they can to cheat themſelves, 
and drive out the moſt afflicting of 
all thoughts. PT 


Paris, the 3d of the Moon 
Chalyal, 1713. 


_—_ 
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LETTER LI. 
Zelis to Usbek, at Paris. 


N Ever was paſſion more violent 
than that of Coſou the white 
Eunuch, for my Slave Zelide : he 
demands her in marriage with ſo 
much fury that I cannot refuſe him. 
And why ſhou'd I oppoſe it, when 
her mother does not, and Zelide her 
{elf {ſeems content with the noti- 
on of this mock marriage, this vain 
ſhadow that 1s offered her? 

W hat will the do with this poor 
Wretch who will have nothing 
of the Husband, but his 1 j 
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who will never be warm'd out of 
his coldneſs into any thing but a 
uſeleſs deſpair; who will be con- 
tinually recalling the memory of 
what he once was, to put her in 
mind of what he now is not; who 
always ready to enjoy, and never 
enjoying, will be eternally cheat- 
ing her; and remind her inceſſant- 
ly of the wretchedneſs of her con- 
dition? ; 

Heavens, to be always in viſions: 
and fancies! To live to nothing but 
imagination! To be always on the 
verge of pleaſure, and never taſte 
it! Languiſhing in the arms of a 
Wretch, inſteal of anſwering to 
his Sighs, to anſwer only to his- 
Bewailings ?: 5 

What a contempt muſt one 
have: for a man of this ſort, made 
only to guard, and never to poſ- 
ſeſs? I want Love, but can find. 
none. 

I ſpeak to thee freely, knc wiag 
thou loveſt my plain way, and pre- 
terreſt my open confeſſions, and 


xeliſh. 
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reliſh for pleaſure, to the feigned 


modeſty of my Campanions. 


E have heard theo ſax a thouſand 
times, that the Eunuchs taſte 
a fort of wn leaſure with women, 


which is unknown to us; that Na- 
ture makes up their loſſes to them; 


that ſhe has expediontswhich repair 
the diſadvantage of their Circum- 
ſtances; that they may indeed loſe 


their Manhood, but not their Senſa- 
tion, and that in ithis ſtate, have a 
kind of third ſenſe, mhereby they only 

change one delight for another. 
II this be ſo, I ſhall think. Ze- 
lide leſs: unhappy:: it is ſome com- 


fort to live with people leſs miſe-· 


rable. 


Send me thy orders i in this mat» 


ter, and let me know whether 


thou wou'dſt have this marriage 
com pleated in the Seraglio. ATT. 


From the Seraglio of Iſpahan, 5th of 
bes Mpon Chalwal, 1713. 
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LETTER LIE. 
| Rica 7 Usbek, at * * 


1 Was this morning in my Cham 
ber, which thou knoweſt is ſe- 


parated from the next only by a 
very thin partition, ſo that you ma 

hear every thing that is ſaid in rhe 
adjoining Room. A man that was 


walking about in a great paſſion, 


ſaid to another: I can't imagine 
what's the matten; hut every thing 
goes ill with me: here tis above 
three days ſince L have ſaid any 


thing that has been to my honour, 


and I haue been confounded among 
the herd in every converſation withe. 
out having the leaſt notice taken · of 
me, or being twice ſpoken to. FE 
had got ready ſome flights to en- 
liven my diſcourſe; but they wou d 
not give me time to bring chem 
in: E had a very clever ſtory to 
tell, but every time I ſtrove to 
bring the diſcourſe te it, they 


gave 


ors 


| 4 — 
eng 
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gave me the ſlip, as if I had made it 
on purpoſe: I have ſome rare Jeſts, 
that for theſe four days have lain 
in my head till they are almoſt 
grown ſtale, and I have not once 
had an opportunity of making the 
leaſt uſe of them : if things go on 
at this rate, I fancy at laſt I ſhall 
row a Fool: my Stars ſeem re- 
tolv'd to have it ſo. Yeſterday, I 
was in great hopes of ſhining a- 
mong three or four old women, 
who certainly had no deſign to 
play tricks with me; and J had got 
4 of the prettieſt things in the 
world to ſay. I was above a quar- 
ter of an hour ſtriving to turn the 
converſation, as I wou'd have had 
it; but they never kept to any 
connection in their talk, but like 
the fatal. Siſters always cut off the 
thred of my diſcourſe. Faith, the 
reputation of. Wit is no ſmall trou- 
ble to ſupport: I can't think how 
you managed matters to attain it. 
A thought comes into my head, 
cries t other: let us labour jointly 
8 


4 


N 
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to promote each other's: wit; let 


us go partners: we*wilt tell one 
another every day beforehand What 


to ſay, and ſtand by eachother fo 
ſtoutly, that if any body offers to 
interrupt us in. the midſt of our 
ideas, we will drag him into 


us; and if he reſiſts, we will. 


_ uſe violence: we will agree what 
paſſages to approve, where to ſmile, 
when to laugh outright: you ſhall 
ſee we will give the turn to all 
_ converſations, and all the world 
{hall admire the quickneſs of our 
wit, and the briskneſs of our Re- 


partees : we will protect one another 


upon a nod: you ſhall ſhine to- day; 
to-morrow you ſhall be my Se- 


cond: I will go with you into a 
Houſe, and cry out even as I go up 


ſtairs, I muſt tell you a very plea- 
fant anſwer this Gentleman juſt 
now made to.one that we met in 
the ſtreet; and. then turning to 
8 not expect any thing 
ike it: you filenc'd him fairly. 
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and you ſhall ſay: I was by, when he 
made them; it was at 4 ſupper, 
and he did not ſtudy for them a 
moment. Nay, you and I will of- 
ten rally one another; and people 
will ſay, Sce how ſmartly they 
battle it; how briskly they de- 
fend themſelves; they don't ſpare 
one another, faith; let's hear how 
he will come off of that; to a mi- 
racle! what. preſence of mind he 
is maſter of? This is @ tight En- 
agement; but they will never 
dream, that we fought it all over 
the. night before. We muſt buy 
ſome Jeſt Books, wrote for the uſc 
of 'thoſe who have no. wit at all, 
dut wou'd ſeem; to have a great 
deal; all depends aper copying at- 
ter good originals. Pl] warrant yu 
in 11x months time, we Fold a 
converfatian of an hour long, made 
up of nothing but Jeſts: but we 
muſt take care of one thing; 
which is, to puſh, the ſucceſs of 
rhem as far as it will ge; it is not 
enough to ſay a, good thing: it 
=— ____ ought 
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ought to be publiſhed 4 it ou d 
be ſpread about every where : 
without this, it is but thrown a- 
way: and I own nothing in the 


world is ſuch; a morttfication to 42 


man, as to have a ſmart thing 
which he has ſaid, die and be bu- 
ried in oblivion in the ear of a 


Fool. Tis true, we often have 


amends made us for this, -by ha- 


ving a good deal of nonſenſe, that 


we ſay, paſs unexamined ; and this 
is all the comfort we have in thoſe 


caſes. This, my dear, is the me- 
thod we muſt take: . follow my 


directions, and in fix months you 


ſhall Hes place in the Academy : 
you ſee: 


teeth. It is obſerved that when 2 


man enters himſelf of any Society, 


he n catches what we may 
cal 


the Spirit of the Body ; you 


will find ut 


your trouble will be bur 

| ſhort ; for when once you are a 
member of that, you. may throw- 

away all your arts: you will then 

be reckaned a Wit in ſpite of your 


ſo; and I am in no pain 
a 
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for you, but how you will bear 
the heaps of Applauſe that will be 


Paris, the 6th of the Moon 
Zilcade, 1714. 


 Lerrxn LIII. 
Rica 70 Ibb&, 'ar Smirna. 


A Mong the Europeans, the firſt 
hour of marriage removes all 
difficulties; the laſt favours are al- 
ways of the ſame date with the 
nuptial benedicton: the women do 
not act like ours in Perſia, who 
diſpute the ground ſometimes for 
whole months together: they arc 
as free as ever they can: if they 
loſe nothing, it is becauſe they have 
nothing to loſe : but you are ſure 
of knowing beforehand, to their 
eternal ſhame be it ſpoken, the mo- 
ment of their defeat; and without 
conſulting the Stars, one may ex- 
actly 
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actly foretell the hour of the birth 
of their children. 
The French ſeldom talk of their 
wives; for fear they ſhou'd ſpeak 
before people that are better ac- 
quainted with them than themſelves. 

There is among them a ſet of 
very unhappy men, whom no body 
comforts; namely, the jealous hus- 
bands. There are ſome that eve 
body hates, to wit, the jealous huſ- 

ands; there are ſome that all men de- 
iſe; the ſame jealous husbands. 

And accordingly there is no 
Country in the World where there 
are ſo few of them, as among the 
French; their tranquility is not 
grounded upon any confidence that 
they place in their wives, but 
rather on the ill opinion they have 
of them : all the wiſe precautions of 
the A/aticks, their Veils, their Pri- 
ſons, the vigilance of their Eu- 
nuchs, ſeem to them more likely to 
exerciſe the contrivance of this 
SEX, than to tire it. Here the 
Husbands bear their misfortunes 

4, with 
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with as good a Grave as they can, 
and look upon the Iafidelity of 
their wires as ſtrokes of Fate, 

which there is no avoiding. A 

Husband that ſhou'd pretend to be 

the ſole poſſeſſor of his wife, wou'd 
he thought a difturber of the pub- 

he Pleaſure, and à kind of wad- 
man, that wou'd enjoy the light of 

the Sun all him ſelf. 

Here a husband that loves his 
wife, is looked upon as a man that 
has not merit enough to get the 
love of any other woman; that 
makes uſe of the authority of the 
Laws to ſupply his own want of 
agreeableneſs; that inſiſts upon all 


his private Rights, to the prejudice 
of a whole Society; that takes a N 
thing which was only pledged to | 
him, to be his own property; and ; 
that does all chat lies in his power 

to fruſtrate a tadit convention, 

which is the. happineſs of both 4 
Sexes. This Title of Husband to 
a Coquet which we are ſo | 


: ere 
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here Borne without uneaſineſs: 
ple find opportunities ene of ta- 
king their revenge. A Prince com- 
forts hunwelF for the loſs of one 
laee, by the winning of another. 
While the Txk was taking Bage 
dad from us, were not we getting 
the Fortreſs of Canduhor from the 
Mognt © 

A man chat in general bears with 
his wife's infidelity, is not found 
fault with; on the contrary, he is 
highly commended for his Pru- 
dene: there are only a few paxti- 
cular caſes. that are ſcandalaus. 
Not rhat there are no virtuous 
Women in this Country; they are 
inderd very much diſti d: 
my Conductor always ſhewed them 
me; bur th vere Al fo-uply; tha 
2 man muſt t a Saint, mar to hate 
Virtue: 

After what” F kave told thre” of 
the Manners of this Country, thou 
wilt eaſily believe the French de not 
much valur themfetves upon Con- 
ſtancy: they think it as ridiculous 

for 
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for a man to ſwear to a Woman 
that he will always love. her, as to 

reſolve he will always enjoy health 
or happineſs. When they promiſe 
a woman that they will always love 
her, they ſuppoſe that ſhe on her 
fide will undertake to continue al- 
ways amiable; and if ſhe fails in 
her part, they think themſelves no 
longer bound to theirs. 


Paris, 7th of the Moon 
Zilcade, 1714. 


— — * 
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LS TTEX LIV. 
Usbek zo Ibben, at Smirna. 
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8 is very much practiſed 
| I in Europe: it is a very hand- 
ſome employment, to be a Gameſter: 
this ſingle title ſupplies the want of 
birth, riches, or probity: it ſets all 

the profeſſors upon the foot of 
Gentlemen, without further exami- 
nation: tho” every body knows how 

e 7 1 95 much 
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much they are deceived in judging 
after this manner: but they have 
agreed to be incorrigible. 8 
The women eſpecially are ſtrange- 
ly addicted to it: it is true, they 
ſeldom follow it in their youth, but 
in order to indulge a more favourite 
paſſion: but as t 2 grow old, their 
reliſh for gaming ſeems to get freſh 
youth: and this paſſion then fills the 

vacancies of all the reſt. 
They are all reſolved to undo their 
husbands; and to effect it, they have 
various methods, adapted to every 
age, from the tendereſt youth to the 
moſt decrepit old age: dreſs and 
equipage begin the ruin; gallantry 
helps it forwards; play compleats 

it. 3 | 

I have often ſeen nine or ten wo- 
men, or rather nine or ten Centuries, 
placed round a table: I have ob- 
ſerved them in their hopes, their 
fears, their joys, and particularly 
in their tranſports of fury: thou 
wou'dſt {wear they cou'd never have 
time to appeaſe themſelves, and that 
their 
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their lives wou'd end, before their 


defpair: thou wou'dft have been in 
ſome doubt whether thoſe they paid 


their money ro, were their Credi- 


tors of their Legatees. 
Our holy Prophet ſeems to have 


had ir chiefly in his view to reſtrain 


us from every thing that might di- 
ſturb or Reafon; he forbad' us the 


afe of Wine, which obſcures |: 


he; by an exprefs precept, con- 
demn'd all Games of Chance: and 
where it was impoſſible he ſhou'd 
remove the eauſe of our paſſions, 


he ſtrove te deaden them. Love, 


among us, brings neither diſtur- 
bance „ along with it: it is 
a languid paſſion, and lets our Soul 
remain in a perfect Calm: plurality 
of Wives delivers us from their do- 
minion, and moderates tlie violence 
of our defires. 


Paris, 18th of the Moon 
Zilhage, 1714. 5 
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Ler r ER LV. 
Usbek to Rhedi, at Venice. 


an infinite number of Women 
of Pleaſure, and the Bigots as ma- 
ny Derviſes: theſe Derviſes take 
three Vows, of Obedience, Pover- 
ty, and Chaſtity. They ſay the firſt 
is beſt kept: as to the K 1 


will aſſure thee it is very little mind- 


ed; and I leave thee to judge of 
the third. „ 

But as rich as theſe Derviſes are, 
they will never reſign the notion of 
Poverty: ſooner would our glori- 
ous Sultan renounce his ſublime and 


magnificent Titles: they are much 


in the right on't; for this name 
4 Poverty keeps them from the 
thing. „ 5 
The Phyſicians, and ſome of theſe 
Derviſes, whom they call Confeſſors, 
are always here either too much 
eſteemed, or too — deſpiſed; _ 


* 
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THE Libertines here maintain 
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I am told the Heirs are better pleaſed 
with the Doctor than the Confeſſor. 
I was t' other day in a Convent 
of theſe Derviſes: one of them, a 
man venerable for his white Hair, 
accoſted me very civilly; and having 
ſhewn.me the whole Houſe, led me 
into' the Garden, where we fell in- 
0 diſcourſe. My good F = 
I, what is your office in the Com- 
munity? Sir, replied he, with an 
air of much ſatisfaction at my que- 
ſtion, I am Caſuiſt. Caſuiſt, cries 
I! all the time that I have. Deen in 
France, I never heard a Word of 
that employment. How] don't you 
know what a Caſuiſt is! hearken 
to me then; I will give you a no- 
tion of it that ſhall ſatisfy you to 
the full. There are two kinds of 
Sins ; the Martal, which abſolute- 
ly. exclude a man from Paradiſe; 
and the Venial, which indeed are 
offenſive to God, but do not pro- 
voke ſo highly as,to deprive, us of 
Beatitude : now, our. whole Art 
e, in cleverly Ai 
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between theſe two ſorts of Crimes; 
for, excepting putt a few Free-think- 
ers, all the Chriſtians wou'd wil- 
lingly go to Paradiſe ; but moſt of 
them wou'd gladly purchaſe it at 


as Cheap a rate as they can. When 


a man knows what Sins are mortal 
he takes care to avoid all thoſe, and 


his buſineſs is done: there are but 


few that aſpire to a mighty high de- 
gree of perfection; and ſo not be- 


ing ambitious, g they don't much 


trouble themſelves about the chief 
places: they juſt take care to ſqueeze 
into Paradiſe, and if they get but 


in, 'tis all they deſire. Theſe are 


men that gain Heaven by violence, 


and that ſay to God: O Lord, 1 


have fulfilled the conditions moſt 
rigorouſly; you can't refuſe to keep 
your promiſe; as I have done no 
more than juſt what you A 
of me, I don't expect you 
grant any thing more than you pro- 
miss 54 Be "7 
Lou find, Sir, we are a very ne- 
ceſſary ſort of folks. Yet this is 
" «3 © not 
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not all; you ſhall hear other-gueſs 
matters than thofe. Ir. 1s not the 
Action that makes the Crime it is 
the knowledge of the perſon that 
commits it: he that does Evil, and 
can believe it not to be ſo, may ſet 
his heart at caſe: and as there are 
a vaſt many actions which are equi- 
vocal in their nature, a Caſuiſt may 
give them a ſmall degree of good- 
neſs which they have not, by reckon- 
ing them to be of that ſort; and 
ovided he can but make the man 
lieve they have no Venom, it re- 
ally takes all the Venom out of 
them. N | 
I have here let you into the ſecret 
of a Trade which I am grown old in; 
I have ſhewed you the niceties of it: 
there 1s a turn to be given to any 
_— tho' it ſeems ever ſo little 
capable of it. Father, ſays I, this 
1s mighty well : but how do you 
make up the matter with Heaven? 
If the Grand Soph; had ſuch a man 
as you in his Court, that ſhou'd 
ſerve him as you ſerve God, mak- | 
| | - ing 
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ing diſtinctions in his Commands, 


teaching his Subjects in what caſes 

they muſt obey them, and how far 
they may violate them; he would 
impale him, out of hand. With this 
I ſaluted my Derviſe, and left him, 
without ſtaying for an anſwer. 


Paris, 234 of the Moon 
Maharram, 1714. 


LETTER LVI. 
Rica zo Rhedi, at Venice. 


' DARIS, my dear Rhedi, abounds 

with variety of Frades. There 
you ſhall have a man ſo obliging, as 
to come and offer you, for a ſmall 


piece of Silver, the Art of making 


Gold. 

Another promiſes you, that you 
ſhall lie with the” Spirits of the Air, 
if you will live only thirty years 
without ſeeing a Woman. 
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Lou may meet with Diviners ſo 
cunning, as to tell you your whole 
Lite, provided they have but had 
one quarter of an hour's diſcourſe 
with your Servants. 

There are ſome dextrous Wo— 
men that make Virginity a Flower 
which dies and revives every day; 
and is gathered the hundredth rime 
with more pain than the firft. 
There are others, that by the 
power of their Art can repair all 
the injuries of Time, reſtore the fa- 
ding beauty of a Complexion, and 
even call back a woman from the 

reateſt Age to the moſt tender 
Youth. . 

All theſe people live, or endea- 
vour to live, in a City which is the 
Mother of Invention. 

The Revenues of the Citizens 
cannot poſſibly be farmed out; they 
confift in nothing but wit and in- 
duſtry: every one has his particular 
Talent, which he makes the beſt 
market of that he can. 1 

5 | — 


Perkin Lerrers, "205 
He that ſhou'd'go about to num- 


ber all the Men of the Law, that 


gape after the revenue of ſome 
Moſque, might as ſoon count the 
Sands of the Sea, or the Slaves of 
our Monarch. „ 


Vaſt numbers of maſters of Lan- 


güages, Arts and Sciences, teach 


other people What they know no- 


thing of themſelves; and this Ta- 
lent is very extraordinary: for it 
requires no great capacity to teach 
what one underſtands; but à man 
muſt have a fine genius indeed to 


inſtru& another in a thing he him- 


ſelf is wholly a ſtranger to. 

It is impoffible to die here any 
otherways than ſuddenly.: Death 
has no way to exerciſe his domi- 
nion, but by ſurprize, in this Coun- 
try: for in every corner you have 


people that have infallible Reme- 


wo 1 


All the Shops are ſpread with'in- 
viſible Nets, 1n which the Chaps: 
are all caught : however one ſome- 


K 4 times 


dies for all Diſtempers that can be 
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times gets out of them tolerably 
cheap : a ſpruce Girl ſhall wheadlc 
a man for a whole hour together, 
to get him to buy a few Tooth- 
n . 
Every body departs from this 
City, with more caution about him 
than he came to it: by having 
ſquandred away part of your wealth 
to others, you learn to keep the 
reſt: the only advantage which 
Strangers get in this Enchanting 
City. Re 


Paris, roth of the Moon 
Saphar, 1714. 


2 8 


* ETTER LVIE 
Rica 10 Usbek, ar 


Was t'other day in a Houſe where 
4. there was a Gitcle of People of 
all ſorts: I found the whole Talk in 
the poſſeſſion of two old Women, 
Who had laboured in vain the whole 
3 18 5 2 morn - 
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morning to make themſelves young 
again. Aye, aye, ſays one of them, 
the Men of theſe days are quite 
different from thoſe we ſaw in our” 
Youth. They were polite, well- 
bred, complaiſant; but the rudeneſs 
of theſe is intolerable. Aye, eve- 
ry thing is changed for the worſe, 
cried a man that ſeemed cripled 
with the Gout: times are not now 
what they were forty years ago: 
every body then was healthy; they 
walk'd about z they were gay ; they 
loved nothing but laughing and 
dancing: now all the World is un- 
ſufferably dull and heavy. A mo- 
ment afterwards, the converſation 
fell upon Politicks : Zownds, ſays an 
old Lord, the State can't be ſaid 
now to be governed at all: ſhew 
me ſuch a Miniſter now-a-days. as 

| Monſieur Colbert I was thorowly 
acquainted with that Monſieur Col- 
bert; he was my particular Friend; 
he always ordered my Penſion to be 
paid me, before any body; what rare 
order the Finances were in then. 
K F Every 
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Every body was eafte; but now, 
Blood, I am ruined. Sir, then 
fpoke up an Eccleſiaſtic, you talk 
of the moſt miraculous days of our 
invincible Monarch : can any thing 
be more Glorious than what he did 
in thoſe times to root out Hereſy? 
And do you reckon the abolition 
of Duels for nothing, ſaid another 
man that had not ſpoke a word yet, 
with great ſatisfaction? Mind that 
_ remark, whiſpers another in my ear: 
that man is charmed with that E- 
dict, and obferves it fo religioufly, 
that about ſix months ago Jo Was 
caned for above half an hour, ra- 
ther than infringe it. 

It is my opinion, Usbek, that we 
never judge of things but with a 
private view to our ſelves. I am 
not ſurprized that the Negroes. 
ſhou'd paint the Devil of the moſt 
glaring whiteneſs, and their Gods 
as black as a coal; that the Yenus 
of ſome Nations ſhou'd have Breaſts 
— 1 to her very Thighs; 
and laſtly, that all Idolaters have 

. N repre- 


repreſented their Gods with a hu- 
man figure, and given them all their 
own inclinations. It has been ſaid 
with good reaſon, that if the Tri- 


angles were to make a God they 


wou'd give him three Sides. 
My dear Usbet, when I ſee men 
that crawl upon a poor Atom, the 
Earth, which is no more than a 
Point in the Univerſe, ſet them- 
ſelves up dire&ly for the Models of 
Providence, I know not how to- 
reconcile ſo much Extravagance 
W. th fo much Inſignificancy. 
Paris, 14th of the Moon 

Saphar, 1714. 


WI PIR 
„* 


r * . "WE... — ; - —_ 1 


LETTEX LVIII. 
Usbek 70 Ibben, ar. Smirna, 


_—_— 


THOU askeſt me if there are: 
any Jews in France? Know, 


that wherever there is Mony there 


zre Jews. Thou enquireſt what 


they 


— — * * 
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they de here? Juſt what they do in 


Perſia - nothing can be more 
like a Jew of Aa than a Jew of 
Europe. | 2 — | | 
They teſtify among the Chriſti- 
ans, as well as among us, an invin- 
cible obſtinacy for their Religion, 
even to madneſs. - 
The Jewiſh Religion is an old 
Trunk which has produced two 
Branches that have covered the 
whole Earth, I mean, Chriftianity 
and Mahometiſm: or rather it 1s 
- aà Mother that has brought forth 
two Daughters who have ſtabb'd 
her with a thouſand Wounds : for 
in point of Religion, the neareſt 
Relations are the greateſt Enemies. 
But as ill uſage as ſhe has received 
from them, the nevertheleſs values 
her ſelf much upon having produ- 
ced them: ſhe makes uſe of them 
both to take in the whole World, 
while ſhe with her venerable great 
Age takes in all Ages. F: 
The Jews therefore look upon 
_ themſelyes to be the fountain - = 
Jolts 
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Holineſi, and the foundation of all 
Religion: on the contrary they take 


us to be Hereticks, that have alte- 


red the Law, or rather to be Re- 
bellious Jews. 2 
If the change had been made by 
ſlow degrees they think they might 
caſily have been ſeduced : but as it 
was brought about at once and in 
2 violent manner, as they know 
the day and hour of both their 
births; they deſpiſe us, becauſe our 
Faith can be meaſured by Ages, 
and ſtick cloſe to a Religion coe- 
val with the World it felt 
They never enjoy'd ſuch a Calm 
in Europe as they now live in. The 
Chriſtians begin to lay aſide that 
untolerating Spirit, which uſed to 
overn them: the Spaniards have 
Bund what they loſt by driving 
them out, and the French by vexin 


of Chriſtians whoſe belief differe 


a little fr-m that of the Prince. 
They are now convinced that the 
Zcal for the progreſs of a Religion, 


is very different from the Devotion 


1 
Na 


en 


nr Petfiah Zeltes. 
ſhe requires; and that to love and 
obſerve her, there is no manner of 
neceſſity for hating and perſecuting 
tho who do pot. IE 
It were to be wiſhed our Muſſul- 
mans wou'd refle& as ſeriouſly up- 
on this point as the Chriſtians, that 
Ve might in good earneſt make 
peace between Hali and Avubeker, 
and leave God to decide which o 
_ thoſe Holy Prophets is the greateſt : 
F wou'd have them honoured by 
Acts of Veneration and Reſpect, 
and not by vain preferences; our 
buſineſs is to ſtrive to deſerve their 
fxvour, whatever place God may 
Have aſſigned them: whether at his 
Right Hand, or beneath the Foot- 
ſtool of his Throne. 


| Faris, 18th of the Moon 
Siphar, 1714. 


4 
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LETTER LIX. 
'Usbek % Rhedi, at Venice. 


1 Went t' other day into a famous 
1 Church, call'd Notre Dame. 
while I was admiring this noble 
Structure, J had an opportunity of 
diſcourſing with a Churchman, who. 
was drawn thither by Curiofity as 
well as my ſelf. Our converfation 
fell upon the caſe and quiet of his. 
profeſſion. Moſt people, ſaid he,; 
envy the happineſs of our conditi- 
on; and they have ſome reaſon : 
yet it has its inconveniences: we 
are not ſo ſeparated from the World, 
but that we are often call'd into 
it upon a thouſand occaſions, and 
there our part is very difficult to 
a: | | 
The people of the world are 
ſtrangely whimſical : they can bear- 
neither our Approbation nor our 
Cenſures: if we offer to correct 
them, we are ridiculouſly imper- 
|  UneEnt :: 


— 
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tinent: if we approve them, we 
act below our character: nothing 
is ſo great a mortification, as to 
think one has given ſcandal even to 
the Impious. We are therefore for- 
ced to obſerve an equivocal con- 
duct, and to deal with the Liber- 
tines, not in a poſitive character, 
but by leaving them in an uncer- 
tainty how ve reliſh their diſcourſe: 
it requires a great deal of Wit to 
do this: this ſtate of neutrality is 


very hard to keep: the men of the 


world who venture at every thing, 
who give way to all their flights, 


and according to their ſucceſs drive 


them on or drop them, ſucceed 


much better. 


This is not all; that happy quiet 
ſtate, ſo much cried up, is not to 
be preſerved when we come into 
the World. We no ſooner appear, 
but they ſet us upon diſputing: for 
inſtance, they oblige us to prove 
the uſe of Prayer, to a Man that 
does not believe in God; the ne- 


ceſſity of Faſting, to another, that 
RES 8 has 
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has all his life denied the immorta- 
lity of the Soul:. the undertaking 
is laborious, and the Laugh ſeldom 
runs of our ſide. Nay more, 2 
certain itch to draw others over 
to our Opinions, torments. us in- 
ceſſantly, and is in a manner inſe- 

arable from our Profeſſion. This, 

own, is as ridiculous as it wou'd 
be for a European to labour for the 
honour of human Nature to waſh 
the Africans white. We diſturb 
the State, and plague our ſelves to 
propagate articles of Religion that 
are not fundamental; and we are 
ſomething like the Conqueror of 
China, that drove his Subjects to 
a general Revolt, by endeavouring 
to force them to cut their hair, and 
pare their nails. 

Even our Zeal to bring the peo - 
ple directly under our Care, to per- 
form the Duties of our Holy Re- 
ligion, is often dangerous, and can- 
not be managed with too much 
Caution. An Emperor, named Theo- 
doſius, put all the Inhabitants of a 

I, cer- 
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| certain Town to the Sword, even 
the Women and Children: after- 


watts 5 to go into a Church, 
a Biſhop called Ambroſius ſhut the 


gate upon him, as a facrilegious | 


Murderer; and in this he did a ve— 


ry Heroic Action. The Emperor 


Having afterwards done the penance 
that ſuch a Crime deſerved, and be- 
ing admitted again into the Church, 
went to ſeat himſelf among the 
Prieſts: the ſame Biſhop turned 
him out, and in this played the 
part of a Fanatic and a Fool: fo 
frue it is, that we ought to be ve- 
ry diſtru{tful of our Leal. What 
matter'd it either to Religion or 
the State, whether that Prince had, 
or had nor been allowed a ſeat a- 
mong the Prieſts? 


Paris, 1½ of 72 Moon 
ö ebiab t, 1714. 


LET. 
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LETTER LX. 
Zelis to Usbek, at Paris. 


* HY Daughter having attained 
1 her ſeventh year, I thought it 
time to carry her into the inner 
apartments of the Seraglio, and not 
wait 'till ſhe was ten years old, f 
before I gave her into the keep- 
ing of the Black Eunuchs. We 
cannot too ſoon reſtrain a young 
creature from the liberties of In- 
fancy, and give her a Holy Educa- 
tion within the Sacred Walls where 
Modefty has placed her reſidence. 
For I cannot be of the mind of 
thofe Mothers, who never lock 
their Daughters up, till they are 
juſt ready to give them a Husband; 
that rather condemn them to the 
Seraglio, than conſecrate them in 
it ; making them by violence em- 
brace a way of life, which they 
ought to have inſpired them wit 
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a love of by uſe. Are we to ex- 
pect every thing from the power 
of Reaſon, and nothing from the 
ſilent perſuaſion of Habit? 

It is in vain to talk to us of the 
Subordination which Nature has 
placed us in: it is not enough to 
make us ſenſible of it, we ſhou'd 
be made to practiſe jit, that it may 
ſupport us in that critical time, 
when the Paſſions begin to grow, 
and ſtir us up to independance. 

If we were tied to you only by 
our Duty, we might ſometimes for- 
| ger that; if by our Inclination, a 

9 might riſe in us. But when 
the Laws give us to one Man, 
they forbid us all others, and put 
us as far out of their reaeh, as if 
we were a hundred thouſand miles 
diſtance from them. 

Nature, induſtrious in the favour 
of the Men, was not fatisfy'd with 
giving Deſires to them ; ſhe im- 
planted them in us too, that we 
might be animate inſtruments of 

their happineſs : ſhe ſet us in the 
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flame of the paſſions, that they 


might live eaſie: if they ever come 


out of their inſenſibility, ſhe has 


allotted us to bring them into it 


again, tho' we can never taſte the 
happy ſtate we place them in. 


et, Usbek, do not imagine that 


thy condition 1s preferable to mine : 
1 foe felt a thouſand pleaſures here, 
which thou haſt no notion of : m 
Imagination has continually labour'd 
to ſhew me the value of them: I 
have lived, while thou haſt only 
languiſhed. 


In the very priſon where thou 


haſt confined me, I am more free 
than thou : redouble thy cautions 
to have me watched, I ſhall yet enjoy 


thy Inquietudes : and thy ſuſpici- 


ons, thy jealouſie and thy uneaſi- 


neſs are ſo many proofs of thy de- 


pendance. 4 : 
Go on, my dear Usek ; have me 


watched night and day: nay, do 


not confide in the ordinary pre- 
cautions: encreaſe my rn by 
Aich 
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ſecuring thy own; and know I 
fear nothing but thy indifference. 


From the Seraglio of Iſpahan, the ad 
of the Mocn Rebiab 1, 5 


* E TT ER LXI. 
Rica co Usbek, act 


„ Think thou intendeſt to cond 
thy whole life in the -Country, 
I was to have loſt thee but for two 
or three days, and here is a fort- 
night gone ſince I ſaw thee : *tis 
true, thou art in a charming Houſe; 
thou haſt Company ſuited to thy 
temper 3 thou reafoneſt at eaſc : 
there needs no- more to make thee 
forget the whole Univerſe. 
For my part, I lead much the. 
Tame life that I did when thou waſt 
here: I launch forth into the 
World, and endeavour to know 
it: my Mind loſes by degrees all 


that was left in it * the 4/7 rl 
an 
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and bends eaſily to the European 
Manners. It does not appear ſo 
ſtrange to me now, to ſee five or 
ſix women in the ſame Houſe with 
as many Men; and I begin to think 
it is no ſuch ill mixture. | 
TI may ſay, I knew nothing at 
all of Woman *till I came hither : 
have ſeen more of their nature 
here in a month, than I ſhow'd 
have done in thirty years in a Se- 
raglio. | ee - 1 
Among us, all people's Chara- 
cters are uniform, being all forced: 
we do not ſee them as they are, 
but as they are obliged to be: in 
that Slavery both of the Heart 
and Mind, we hear nothing ſpeak 
but Fear, which has but one lan- 
bee and not Nature, which ex- 
preſſes herſelf ſo many different 
ways, and appears under ſo many 
ri ͤ—,. 
Difſimulation, an Art ſo neceſſa- 
ry, and. ſo much practiſed among 
us, is here unknown: every. thing 
is ſpoke out, heard, ſeen: the 
Us ns Hearc 


7 
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Heart appears as much to view 
as the Face: in their Manners, 
in Virtue, nay in Vice it ſelf, there 


1s ſomething open and undiſguiſed. 


To pleaſe the women requires a 
certain talent different from that 
which pleaſes them moſt: it con- 
fiſts in a kind of Trifling or Toy- 
ing in the mind, that amuſes them 
very agreeably, in that it ſeems to 
ꝓpromiſe them every moment, what 
cannot be perform'd but in too long 
intervals. bf 

This Trifling, naturally made for 
the Toilets, ſeems to have formed 
the general character of the whole 
Nation: they trifle at Council; 
they trifle at the head of their 
Armies; they trifle with Ambaſſa- 
dors : no profeſſion ſeems ridicu- 
lous, but in proportion to the Gra- 
vity it takes upon it : a Phyſician 
wou'd not be half ſo much laughed 
at, if his Habit were leſs doleful, 
and if he did but kill his Patients 
after a Trifling Toying Method. 

Paris, 10th of the Moon ey 

Rebiab 1, 1714, 
Ls T- 


4 
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LITER LXII. 


The Chief of the Black Eunuchs 
to Usbek, of Paris. 


I Amin a 7 7 7 not to be de- 
ſcribed, moſt Magnificent Lord: 
the Seraglio is in the moſt terrible 
diſorder and confuſion that can be 
imagined: War reigns among thy 
Wives: thy Eunuchs are divided: 
nothing is to be heard but Com- 
plaints, Murmurs and Reproaches: 
my Remonſtrances are deſpiſed: 
every thing ſeems lawful in this 
time of anarchy, and I have now 
nothing but an empty Title in the 
Seraglio. There is not one of th 
Wives but what thinks her ſelf 
above all the reſt by her Birth, her 
Beauty, her Wealth,' her Wit, or 
thy Love; and. upon one of thoſe 
Titles claims all the reſpect: I at 
length begin to loſe that unwea- 
ried patience, with which yet I have 
not been able to pleaſe them ; my pru- 
Vo. I. L ence, 
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dence, nay. my Complaiſance, a vir- 
tue ſo rare and uncommon in the Poſt 
J hold, have been uſeleſs. 
Shall I hay before thee, Magni- 
cent Lord, the occaſion of all theſe 
Diſorders ? It is all in thy own 
heart, and in thy tenderneſs, to- 
wards them. If this did not with- 
hold my hand: if inſtead of Re- 
monſtrances thou gaveſt me the 
power of Chaſtiſement: if inſtead 
of being ſfoften'd with their Com- 
plaints and Fears, thou wou'dft but 
ſend them to weep before me who 
am never ſoftened; I ſhow'd quick- 
ly faſhion them to the Yoke they | 
are to bear, and ſoon break their 
roud independant humours. 
Being taken away at fifteen years 
of age from the moſt remote parrs 
of Africa, my Country, I was firſt 
ſold to a Maſter who had above 
twenty Wivesor Concubines. Judg- 
ing, by my ae and taciturnity, 
that I was fit for the Seraglio, he 
commanded that I ſhou'd be made 
Compleatly ſo; and J underwent an 
YE ope- 
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operation painful at firſt, but hap- 
py for me in the end, as it brought 
me to the ear and confidence of 
my Maſters. I was introduced 
into the Seraglio, which was quite 
a new world to me: the Chief 

Eunuch, who was the ſevereſt in 
my life I ever ſaw, governed with 
an abſolute ſway. Not a word 
was ever heard of Strifes and Quar- 
rels: a profound Silence reigned 
throughout: all thoſe women went 
to bed, and roſe, exactly at a cer- 
tain hour all the Vear round: they 
entered the Baths one after ano- 
ther, and came out at the leaſt Sig- 
nal that we gave them: at all other 
times they were generally ſhut up 
in their Chambers. He had one 
Rule, which was to keep them 
wonderfully neat, and it is impoſ- 
ſible to expreſs his nicety and care 
in this particular: the leaſt refuſal 
of obedience was puniſhed without 
Mercy. Tris true, he wou'd: fay, 
I am a Slave, but 'tis to a Man 
who is Your Maſter as well as 

* L 2 Mine: 
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Mine: I only make uſe of the 


Power he has given me over you: 


it is he that puniſhes You, and not 


I: I only lend my hand. Thoſe 
Women never enter'd my Maſter's 


Apartment without they were cal- 


led: they received that Favour with 
Joy, and were excluded from it 
without Murmuring : in ſhort, 1 


who was the meaneſt of the Blacks 


in that peaceful Seraglio, was a 
thouſand times more reſpected than 


I am in Thine, where I bear the 


chief Command. 
As ſoon as ever this great Eu- 


nuch found out my Genius, he had 
his eye upon me; he gave my 


Maſter a character of me; as a man 
capable of purſuing his Schemes, 
and 1 in the Poſt he 


enjoyed: he did not mind my great 


Youth ; he thought my earneſt at- 
tention to his example wou'd ſerve 


me inſtead of Experience. 'To make 


ſhort, I grew ſo faſt into his con- 


fidence, that he made no ſcruple 
to intruſt me with the Keys of thoſe 


tre- 
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tremendous Places which he had ſo 


long guarded. Twas under this 
great Maſter that Ilearnt the diffi- 
cult Art of Ruling, and formed 
my ſelf to the Maxims of an inflexi- 
ble Government: I ſtudied the 
Hearts of Women under his tui- 


tion: he taught me to make advan- 


tage of their Weakneſſes, and not 
to be ſhaken by their Airs of 
haughtineſs. He often took de- 
light in ſeeing me exerciſe them, 


and drive them to the utmoſt verge 


of obcdience ; he then brought them 
back again by degrees,. and made 
me ſeem to give way my ſelf. But 
it was worth while to ſee him in 
thoſe moments, when they were 
driven to the very point of Deſpair, 
between Prayers and Reproaches; 


he bore their Tears without the leaft 
Concern. This, he wou'd ſay with 


an air of Satisfaction, is the true 
way of governing Women: their 
number never gives me the leaſt per- 
plexity: I cou'd manage all thoſe 
of our Mighty Monarch with the 


* L 3 ſame 
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fame caſe. How can a Man hope 
to captivate their Hearts, if his faith- 


ful Eunuchs have not firſt ſubdued. 


their Minds? ih 
He had not only a firm Reſolu- 
tion, but alſo a great deal of penetra- 
tion: he read. their very 'Thoughts 
and ſaw thro' all their Diſſimula- 
tions: their ſtudied Looks and 
fictitious Countenances never im- 


poſed upon him: he knew all their 


moſt private Actions, and their 
moſt ſecret Words: he made uſe 


of ſome to betray others, and took 


pleaſure in rewarding the leaſt diſ- 
covery. As they never preſumed 
to come near their Husband, bur 
when they were ſummon'd; the 
Eunuch call'd juſt which he plea- 
ſed, and directed his Maſter's choice 
according to his own. views; and 
the preierence was always the re- 
ward of ſome Secret reveal'd: he 
had convinced his Maſter that it 
was neceſſary to good Order that 


he ſhou'd have this privilege to add 


weight to his authority, This ms 
| tho 


— —— 
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the method of Government, mag- 
nificent Lord, in a Seraglio which 
I believe was the beſt regulated of 
any in Perſia. 

nty my hands: allow me to 
* 1 If obeyed. One week 
{hall reſtore Order out of all this 
Confuſion: it is no more than. 
what thy Glory requires, and thy 
Security demands. 


From thy Seraglio of __ 
han, the gth of the 
Moon Rebiab 1, 1714. 


„ — _ _ 4 \ - . a” ett. 


LETTER LXIV, 


Usbek, fo Bir Wives at the Se. 
raglio at Ifpahan. 


Hear that the Seraglio is all in 

confuſion, and that it. is filled. 
with civil Broils and Diviſions. 
What did I recommend to you at 
my departure but Peace =_ ro0d 
Underſtanding ? You promiſed me 
L 4 obes 
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obedience z was it with intent to 


*. 


deceive me? . | 

It is you that wou'd be deceived, 
if I were minded to follow the ad- 
vice of the Chief Eunuch, or if I 
wou'd uſe my Authority to compel 
5 to live according to my Ex- 
hortations. 

I know not how to uſe thoſe 
violent methods till I have tried all 
others : do therefore for your own 
ſakes, what you wou'd not do for 
—_ Ea, 


The Chief Eunuch has great rea- 


ſon to complain: he ſays you have 
no manner of regard to him. How 
can you reconcile this behaviour 
with the modeſty of your condi- 
tion? Has not He the care of 
your Virtue, in my abſence? Is he 
not the depoſitary of that ſacred 
Treaſure? But the contempt you 


ſhew him is a certain proof that 


thoſe who are employ'd to keep 
ou within the bounds of Honour, 
are troubleſome and diſtaſteful to 


you f | 


Alter 1 


As v 
[ 


Ss buy 


4 ' , 
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Alter your Conduct, I deſire you; 
that I may another time reject the 
propoſals made to me, contrary to 
your Liberty and Eaſe. 
For I wou'd willingly make you 
forget that I am your Maſter, and 
. 5 me only as your Huſ- 
and. os OC 


Paris, the 5th of the Moor: 
Chahban, 1714. Fw. 


——_ 


LETTER LXIV. 
Rica ce * 


MEX | here apply themſelves 
L very cloſe to the Sciences; 
but I know not whether they are 
very Learned. He that doubts e- 
very thing as a Philoſopher, dares 


deny nothing as a Theologiſt: this 
8 Man is always well 
th himſelf, provided you 


fatisfy'd wi 
agree about qualities. 
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The predominant paſſion or rather 
fury of moſt of the French is, to be 


thought Wits; and the predomi- 
nant paſſion of thoſe who would be 
thought Wits, is to write Books. 

And yet there is nothing ſo ill 
contrived : Nature ſeems wiſely te 


have provided. that the follies of i 
men ſhou'd paſs away, but Books 


perpetuate them. A Fool ought 
to be ſatisfy'd with having teaz'd 
thoſe who liv'd at the ſame time 


with him: but he is for going further, 
and is reſolved to plague the Ages 


to come: he is reſolv'd to make 
his Impertinence triumph over Ob- 
livion, which he might have en- 


have Poſterity know that ſuch a 


one liv'd, and all future generati- 


ons be inform'd that he was a Fool. 
Of all Authors, there is none I 
deſpiſe more than the Compilers, 
who forage far and wide for ſcraps 
of other Men's Works, which 
they piece into their own, like ſo 


many dabs of green turf in a flow- 


2 


s well as his Grave : he will. 


wy? PC OM tye:-=: 


— 
- Om. 


er- garden: they are not a whit ſu- 
erior to thoſe that work in a 
Princings houſe, who diſtribute the 
Characters, which being put to- 
gether make a Book, towards 
which they furniſh'd nothing but 
manual labour. I am for having 
Original Authors reverenc'd : and, 
in my judgment, tis a ſort of pro- 
phanation to drag as it were out 
of their Sanctuary pieces of their 
Works, and expoſe them to a con- 
tempt which they deſerve not. 

If a man has nothing new to 
ſay, why don't he hold his tongue ? 
what have we to do with theſe 
double imployments, that is, read- 
ing the {ame thing twice? bur I will 
give a new order. You are an in- 
genious Man: that is to ſay, you 
come into my library and put 
undermoſt the Books that were 

a- top, and uppermoſt thoſe that 
were at the bottom: Your per- 
formance is a Maſter- piece. 

I write to thee upon this Sub- 
jet, becauſe I am out of all pa- 
i 1 


# 
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tience with a Book I have juſt 
put away, which is ſo Voluminous 
that it ſeems to contain the whole 
circle of Sciences; but has ſplit my 
Brain, without teaching me any 
thing. Adieu. BO. 


Paris, the 17th. of the Moon 
Chahban, 1714. 


— — — — Rd... * »» — 


LETTEX LXV. 
Ibben 0 Usbek, ar Paris. 


"TT Hree Ships are arriv'd here with- 
4A out bringing me any manner of 
news of thee. Art thou ſick, or 
doſt thou take delight in making 
ann! M 3 
If thou loveſt me not in a Coun- 
try where thou haſt no tyes, what 
wouldſt thou do in the middle of 
| Perſia, and in the boſom of thy 
Family! But perhaps I deceive m 
ſelf: thou art too amiable not ta fnd 
| Ry 
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Friends where-ever thou goeſt: 
the heart is an Alien no where: it 
is free of all Cities: how can a 
well-diſpos'd mind avoid formi 
engagements? I confefs to thee, 1 
reverence Friendſhips that are of an 
ancient ſtanding; but I am not 
diſpleas'd with contracting new 
ones in all places. $ 
Whatever Country T happen to 
be in, I have liv'd as if I had been 
to end my days there: I have had 
the ſame fondneſs for virtuous peo- 
ple; the ſame compaſſion, or ra- 
ther tenderneſs, for the unfortunate 
the ſame eſteem for thoſe whom 
Proſperity has not ſpoil'd. This 
is my humour, Usbe& ; where-ever 
I meet Men, I ſhall find Friends. 

There is here a certain Guebre, 
who, I think, next to thee, poſſeſſes 
_ the farſt place in my heart: he is Pro- 
bity it ſelf: ſome private reaſons 
have oblig'd him to retire to this 
City, where he lives an caſy 
life upon the gains of an ho- 
neſt Traffick, together with his 
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Wife whom he loves. The whole 


courſe of his Life is remarkable for 


generous actions : and tho? he ſeeks 
to be obſcure, there is more of 
Heroiſm in his Soul, than in that 


of the greateſt Monarchs. 


J have often talk'd to him con- ; 


_ cerning ther; I ſhow'd him all thy 
Letters: I obſerve he is 797 
with them; and 1 already per- 
ceive thou haſt a Friend that is 
unknown to thee, _ 

Underneath thou wilt find * 


3 Adventures: tho' he was 


oth to write them, he could not 


refuſe them to my Friendſhip, and 


1 commit them to thine. 


HISTORY of Arn O 


' and ASTARTE. 


1 Was TI among. the Guebres,.. 


of a Religion which is perhaps 
the oldeſt in he World. T was ſo 


unhappy to be ſmitten with Love, 
before I was endu'd with Reaſon. 


* 
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L was hardly ſix years old when I 
could not live without my Siſter :- 
my eyes were always fix'd on her; 
and if the left me but a mo- 
ment, ſhe was ſure to find them 
drown'd in tears when. ſhe came 
back : each hour added no leſs to. 
the increaſe of my Love than to. 
my Age. My Father, ſurpriz'd at 
ſo ſtrong a Sympathy, would glad» 
ly have marry'd us, according to 
the ancient cuſtom of the Guebres, 
introduc'd by Cambyſes but the 
fear of the Mahometans, under 
whoſe Yoke we live, hinders thoſe 
of our Nation. from. thinking of. 
theſe holy alliances, which our Re- 
ligion not only permits but com- 
mands; and which are ſuch natural 
images of the Union already form'd 
by nature. "fo Fd 
My Father thus finding it wou'd 
be of dangerous conſequence to fol- 
low my inclination and his own, 


reſolv'd to extinguiſh a flame which 


he thought but juſt beginning, but 
which. was already at its utmoſt. 
_—, Ny period: 


** 
= 
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period: he feign'd a Voyage, and 


took me along with him; leaving 
my Siſter in the hands of one of 


his female Relations; for my mo- 


ther had been dead two years. I 


will not now tell thee the diſtra- 
Etion I was in upon this parting : 


I embrac'd my Siſter, who was 


drown'd in tears: but I ſhed none 


for Grief had made me as it were 


inſenſible. We arriv'd at TeMis; 
and my Father, after he had com- 
mitted my Education to one of our 


Relations, left me there and re- 


turn'd home. 

Some time afterwards I under- 
ſtood, that, by the Intereſt of a 
Friend of his, he had got my Siſter 
into the King's Beiram, to wait up- 


on a Sultana : had I heard the 


News of her death, I could not 
have been more ſtruck : for beſides 
my deſpair of eyer ſeeing her a- 
gain; her entrance into the Bei- 
ram had render'd her a Mahometan ; 


and ſhe could no longer look up- 


on me without horrour, according 


4. 


© 


22228 


longer at Tefiis, weary of life and 
hateful to my ſelf, I return'd to 
Iſpaban. My firſt words were bit- 
ter to_my Father: I upbraided him 
with putting his Daughter into 


place where none can enter with 
out changing their Religion. You 
have brought down upon your Fa- 


mily, ſays I to him, the Wrath of 
God, and of the Sun that illumi- 
nates you: you have done worſe 


than if you had ſtain'd the Ele- 


ments; for you have ſtain'd your 


Daughter's Soul, which is no leſs 


ure: I ſhall dye of grief and love: 
ut may my death be your only 
puniſhment ! Upon theſe words I 
went forth; and for two years I 
paſt my life in looking on the Walls 
of the Beiram, and conſidering 
the place where my Siſter might 
be; expoſing my ſelf every minute 
to be murder'd by the Eunuchs 
who keep guard about thoſe aw- 
ful places, 0 4 

1 At 
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to the prejudicè of that Religion. 
Mean while not being able to live 
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At length my Father dy d; and 
the Sultana who my Siſter ſer- 
ved, ſeeing her every day encreaſe 
in beauty, became jealous of her, 
and married her to an Eunuch, who 
was paſſionately deſirous of her; by 
this means my Siſter got quit of 
the Seraglio; and with her Eu- 
nuch took a houſe at [/pahan. 

It was upwards of three months, 
before I could get to ſpeak to her : 
the Eunuch, the moſt jealous of 
mortals, finding ſome excuſe or o- 
ther to put me off from day to day. 
At length I was admitted into his 
Beiram, and he cauſed me to ſpeak 
to her thorough a grated Window: 
the eyes of a Linx cou'd not have 
diſcovered her thro* ſo many ha- 

bits and veils as ſhe had on; and 
I knew her again by nothing but 
the ſound of her Voice. What 
was my Emotion, when I ſaw my 
ſelf at once ſo near her, and ſo far 
off: I put a reſtraint upon my ſelf, 
for I was watch'd: As for her, 1 

e n ſhe — ſome tears. ke 
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Husband went about to make ſome 
pitiful Excuſes, but I treated him 


as the vileſt of Slaves. He knew 


not what to do, when he ſaw I 
ſpoke to my Siſter in a Language 
which was unknown to him; it 
was the ancient Perſian, which is 
our ſacred .Language. How, Si- 
ſter, ſays I to her, is it then true 
that you have quitted the Religion 
of your Forefathers? I kno that 
when you enter'd into the Beiram 
you could not but make profeſſion 


of Mahometiſm ©: but tell me, cou'd 


your heart conſent like your mouth, 
to forſake a Religion which per- 


mits me to love you? And for whom, 


pray, do you quit that Religion, 
which ought to be ſo dear to us? 
for a Wretch {till mark'd with the 


Chains he us'd to wear; who, were 
he a Man, would be the laſt of 


Men? Brother, ſaid ſhe, the Man 
you ſpeak of is my Husband : 1 


muſt honour him, as worthleſs as 


he appears to you ; and I ſhall be 
the laſt of Women, if 


. 


\ 
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Siſter, ſays I to her, you are a Cue- 
bre : he neither is nor can be your 
Husband : were youa true Believer, 1 
like your Forefathers, you wou'd | t 
look upon him as a Monfter, A- 
{ 
i 
n 
e 


las, ſaid ſhe, at how great a di- 
ſtance does that Religion diſcover 
it ſelf to me! I ſcaree knew the 
Precepts of it, when I was oblig'd 

to forget them. You ſee, the Lan- 
guage I ſpeak to you in is no lon- 
ger familiar to me, and that I have ti 
all the difficulty in the world te n 
expreſs my ſelf : but be aſſur'd the b 
remembrance of our Childhood ſtill h 
pleaſes me; that ever ſince I have tl 


— rr n 2 2 5 2 r 3 — Se 2 * 8 hy 
— — n 928 22 * r — * = — * — : 5 hi 
e r . 1 — 


. 


had nothing but counterfeit Joys; v 
5 that no day has paſt but I have ſt 
, thought on you; that you had a A 
greater hand in my marriage than p 
you think for; and that the only C( 

thing that determined me to it was m 

the hope of ſeeing you again: but Ii; 

I tremble to think how much fur- hi 

ther pain that day will give me, w 

which has already given me ſo ſi 


much! I ſee you are quite beſide ye 
| 45 ; your | 


ſee you again; doubtleſs, I ſpeak 
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7 ſelf; my Husband foams with 
Rage and Jealouſy; -I ſhall never 


to you for the laſt time of my life - 
in which caſe, Brother, it would 


be of no long continuance. Here 


ſhe melted into tears; and 3 
it impoſſible to proceed, ſhe left 


me, the moſt afflicted Man that 


ever Ws. ERS 
Three or four days after, I ask'd 


to ſee my Siſter : the barbarous Eu- 


nuch would have hinder'd me: but 
beſides that theſe ſort of Husbands 
have not the ſame Authority over 
their Wives as others have; he 


was ſo diſtractedly fond of my Si- 
ſter, that he could refuſe her no- 


thing. I ſaw her again in the ſame 


place, and the ſame Equipage, ac- 
company d by two Slaves; which 
made me have recourſe to our pecu- 


lar Language. Siſter, ſaid I to her, 

how comes it that I can't ſec you, 

without pers. my ſelf in ſuch a 

ſituation ? theſe 

you, theſe Bolts and Bars and Iron 
<7 | Grates, 


Walls that incloſe 
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Grates, theſe horrible Guardians 


that watch you, make me almoſt 


mad: how have you loſt the ſweet 
Liberty that your Anceſtors en- 
joy'd? Your Mother, who was ſo 
chaſte, gave her Husband no other 
ſurety for her Virtue, than that 


Virtue it ſelf: they both liv'd hap- 
Py in a mutual Confidence of each 
other : and the ſimplicity of their 


ways was to them a treaſure a thou- 


ſand times more precious than this 
falſe ſplendor which you ſeem to 
enjoy 1n this ſumptuous houſe. In 
loſing your Religion, you have loſt 
your Liberty, —_— Happineſs, and 


that precious Equality, which is | 


the honour of your Sex. But what 
is ſtill worſe; you are no Woman, 
for you cannot be fo ; but the Slave 
of a Slave, who has been degraded 


from Humanity. Brother, ſaid ſhe, 


ſpeak with reſpect of my Husband, 
and the Religion I have embrac'd : 
according to which Religion it is 
a Crime in me to hear you ſpeak, 
much more to ſpeak to you. How, 
Te 7 e, 
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Siſter, ſaid I to her paſſionately, do 


you think this Religion to be a true 
one! Ah! ſaid ſhe, ſighing, how 
den wou d it be for me were it 

1 make too great a Sacri- 
fice to it, not to believe it to be 
true; and if my Scruples —— 


Here ſhe was filent. Yes, Siſter, 


your: Scruples, whatever they be 
are well grounded. W hat can you 


makes you miſerable in this World, 
and Ma ou no hope in the o- 
ther? Confider, ours is the anci- 
enteſt in the whole world ; it has 
always flouriſh'd in. Per/ia ; it too 
beginning with that Empire, whoſe 
Origin is beyond knowledge: it 
was Chance alone that introduc'd 


Mahometiſm that Sect was eſta- 


bliſh'd not by the means of per- 
ſWaſion, but by the Sword: Were 
but our natural Princes enabled, 


you would again fee the Worſhip 


of the ancient Magi predominate. 
Look baek to thoſe remote Ages, 
e will find it all Magiſm; 


5 nothing 


expect from a Religion, which 
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nothing of the Mahometan Sect, 


Which thouſands of Years after- 


wards was not ſo much as dreamt 
of. But, ſaid ſhe, tho' my Reli- 
gion were of a more modern date 


than yours, it is at leaſt of a purer 
kind, ſince we worſhip God alone; 
whereas you likewiſe worſhip the 


Sun, the Stars, Fire, and even the 
Elements. I find, Siſter, the Mu/- 


ſulmans have taught you to aſperſe 
our Holy Religion; we neither 
worſhip the Stars nor the Elements; 
neither did our Forefathers ever 


worſhip them; nor did they ever 
erect Temples to them, or offer 
Sacrifices to them; they only paid 
them a ſort of Religious Reve- 


rence, due to the Works of the Cre- 


ator, and the Manifeſtations of the 
nj, But, Siſter, I beſeech you, in 


ame of God, who enlightens . 
us, accept of this ſacred Book; tis 
the Book of our Legiſlator Zoro- 


after 5 read it without prejudice: 
admit into your Heart the Rays of 
Light which will ſhine upon you 
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in the reading of it: call to mind 
your Forefathers, who ſo long ho- 
noured the Sun in the Holy id 


of Balk: Laſtly, bear me in mind, 
me who expect neither Repoſe, 
Happineſs, nor Life, but from your 
Change. Here, in the utmoſt diſ- 


order, I . her; and left her 
It, 


by her ſelf, to decide the moſt im- 
portant Affair I could have in 
life. | „ 


wards; I ſpoke not one word to 
her; I ſilently waited the Sentence 
either of Life or Death. You are 
belov'd, Brother, ſays ſhe, and by 


a Guebre: I have had a ter- 


rible conflict! but Gods! what dif- 
ficulties does Love remove! how 
caly am I now! how reliev'd! I 
now fear nothing but to loye you 
too much; I can put no bounds to 
my love; but it is a lawful exceſs. 
Ah, how well does this ſuit the Si- 
tuation of my heart! But you who 
have found a way to break the 
Chains which my mind had forg'd 

SI. I. Z 


I return'd again two days after- 
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to it ſelf; when will you break 
thoſe that tye up my hands? From 
this moment I am yours; let me ſee 
'by your readineſs in accepting me, 
how much you value the Preſent 1 
make you. Brother, I believe I 
ſhall die in your arms the firſt mo- 
ment I have you in mine. It were 
impoſſible fully to expreſs the Joy 
J felt at thefe kind words: I did 
believe, and actually ſaw my ſelf in 
an inſtant the happieſt of all men: 
J ſaw upon the verge of accom- 
pliſhment, all the Wiſhes I had 
been forming for five and twenty 
years; I ſaw vanifhing away all the 
Uncatineſtts which had render'd life 
Jo painful to me: but after I had a 
little dwelt upon theſe pleaſing I- 
deas, I found I was not ſo near my 
happineſs as I at firſt fancy'd;; even 
tho” I had ſurmounted the greateſt 
Obſtacle of all. The vigilance of 
her Keepers was to be ſurpriz'd; I 
durſt not truſt any bady with the 
Secret of my Life. She and I were 
to do the whole work; If I miſ⸗ 
| d, 
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carry'd, I ran the hazard of being 
impaled; but I thought rg 
a trifle to miſcarrying. We agree 

that ſhe ſhould ſend to me for a 


Clock her Father had left her, in- 


to which I was to convey a File 
to cut the bars of the Window 
that look'd into the Street, as like- 
wiſe a rape-Ladder ; after which 1 


was to forbear viſiting her, but 


ſhould go every night under her 
window, to wait till ſhe could put 


her deſign in execution. Fifteen 


whole nights I ſpent without ſee- 
ing any Soul, becauſe no favoura- 
ble opportunity had offer'd it ſelf. 
The ſixteenth I heard a Saw at 
Work: now and then the ſound 
ceas'd, and in thoſe intervals my 
fears were inexpreſſible. At laſt 1 


ſaw her faſten the Rope; by which 


ſhe ſlid down into my Arms: I was 
ſo tranſported, that I thought not 


of danger; I remain d a conſidera- 
ble time without ſtirring from the 
place: J led her out of the City, 7 
where I had a * ready for 1 


\ 
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I plac'd her behind me, and made 
my beſt of my way out of a place 
that might have been ſo fatal to us. 
We arriv'd before day at a houſe 

of a Guebre, in a deſart place, where 
he liv'd by himſelf in a frugal man- 
ner by the labour of his hands; we 
did not think fit to tarry here, and 
by his advice we enter'd into a thick 
Foreſt, where we took up our Quar- 
ters in the hollow of an old Oak 
Tree, till ſuch time as the noiſe of 
our eſcape was at an end. We liv- 
ed unſeen in this by place, inceſ- 
ſantly repeating our Vows of Love 
to each other: till we cou'd find 
an opportunity to be married by 
ſome Guebre Prieſt, according to 
the Ceremonies preſcribed by our 
Holy Books. Siſter, ſaid I to her, 0 
how holy: is this Union of ours; = 
Nature has join'd our Souls; and 

our holy Law will ſoon do as much 

by our Hands. Ar length came a 
Prieſt to put an end to our amo- 

,rous impatience : he perform'd, in 
the houſc of a Peaſant, all the Ce- 

remonies 
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remonies of Marriage: he gave us 
his Benediction, and a thouſand 
times wiſnt us the ſame Vigour as 
Guſtaſpes, and the Holineſs - of Ho- 
hooraſpes. We ſoon afterwards left 
Perſia for our own ſecurity, and 
retired into Georgia, There we 
liv'd a Year, every day more and 
more delighted with each other. 
But, my Purſe beginning to fail 
me, and being more apprehenſive 
of want for my Siſter's ſake, than 
my own; I quitted her, to go and 
look out for ſome relief of our Re- 
lations Never was ſo tender a 
Parting: but my Journey was not 
only fruitleſs but fatal: for finding 

on the one hand our whole Eſtate 
confiſcated; and on the other my 
Relations in a manner unable to re- 
lieve me: I obtain'd no more mo- 
ney than to defray the Charges of 
my return. But how ſhall I de- 
ſcribe the affliction I was in, not to 
find my Sifter! Some days before : 
my arrival, the Tartars had made | 
an Incurſion into the Town where In - 
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the was, and finding her beautiful, 
catry'd her off, and ſold her to 
Tome Jews that were going into 
Turkey; they left, behind them on- 
ly one little Girl, whom ſhe had 
brought me ſome months before. I 
follow'd thoſe Jews, and overtook 
them three leagues from the Place: 
my Prayers, my Tears were ineffe- 
ctual: they ask'd me thirty Tomans 
for her Ranſom, and reſolv'd not 
to abate the leaſt of their demand. 
After I had apply'd my ſelf to e- 
very body, and implor'd the Pro- 
rection both of Turkiſh and Chri- 
ſtian Prieſts; I addrefs'd my ſelf to 
an Armenian Merchant, -to whom 
I ſold my Daughter and my ſelf 
for five and thirty Tomans: I went 
to the Jews, and gave them' thirty 
Tomans, and the other five I carry?d 
to my Siſter, whom I had not yet 
ſeen. Youare now at liberty, Siſter, 
ſays I to her, and I may embrace you; 
ſee here 1 have brought you five 
Tomans: I am ſorry the purchaſe 
of me could fetch no more money. 
How! have you ſold your felt? 
Yes, 
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Ves, ſays I to her. Unhappy man, 
what haſt thou done! was I not 
miſerable. enough before, but you 
mult ſt ill labour to make me more 
ſo? Your Liberty was my Confo- 
lation, and your Slavery will now 
bring me to the Grave. Ah Bro- 
ther, how cruel is your Love! But 
where is my Daughter, that I ſee 
her not? I have ſold her too, ſays 
I. We both diſſolv'd into Tears, 
and had not power to ſpeak. At- 
ter this I went to wait upon my 
_ Maſter, and my Siſter was there al- 
moſt as ſoon as I. She fell on her 
Knees. I come to ask of you Sla-. 
very, as others do Liberty: take 
me, I ſhall fetch you more money 
than my Husband did. Upon which 
follow'd ſuch a conflict as forc'd 
Tears even from my Maiter. Alas, 
oor Man, ſaid the, didit thou think 

cou'd accept of my Liberty at 
the, Expence of thine ? Sir, be- 
hold here two W retches that mult 
dye, if you part us: I am your Slave, 
I make my ſelf over to you as your 
M4 Property; 
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Property; pay me; perhaps the Mo- 
ney, together with my Services, 
may one day obtain-from you what 
I dare not preſume to ask of you; 
it is your Intereſt not to part us, 
and depend 77 it, that his life is 


at my diſpoſal. The Armenian was 


a good - natur'd man, and was mov'd 


at our Misfortunes: Serve me both 


of you with fidelity and zeal, and in 
a year you ſhall have your Liberty: 
I ſee you both deferve a better fate: 
if when you are free, you are as 
happy as you deſerve to be; if For- 


tune ſhould ſmile on you, I am cer- 


tain you will make me amends for 
the loſs I ſhall ſuſtain. We both 
embraced his Knees, and follow'd 
Him in his Voyage. We aſſiſted 
each other in the labours of Servi- 
tude, and I was always overjoy'd 
to perform the Tasks that were al- 
lotted to my Siſter.. 5 
At length the Vear was up: our 
Maſter was as good as his word, 
and ſet us at Liberty. We return- 


ed to Teffiis, where I found an old 


friend 


. 
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friend of my Father's, who prac-- 
tiſed Phyſick in that place. He 
lent me ſome money, which I laid out: 
in Merchandiſe, and fell into a way 

of Trade. Some affairs afterwards 
called me hither to Smirna, where 
I ſettled, and have lived fix years, 
enjoying the moſt agreeable and 
charming Society in the World: * 
Love and Union reign in my fa- 
mily, and I wou'd not change my 
condition to be the greateſt King 
in the Univerſe. I was ſo happy 
as to meet. once more with that 
Armenian Merchant to whom I. 
owe my all, and have done him 
very ſignal ſervices. | 


Smirna, 27th of the Moon- 
SGemmadi 1, 1714. 


| Finding him take the wy in ſo 
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LETTER LXVI 
Rica 7 Usbek. 


1 Went t'other day to dine with 


a man of the long Robe, who 
had often invited me. Afﬀter we 
had talk'd over a great many things, 
fays I to him; Your trade feems to 
me to be a very {laviſh one, Sir. Not 


ſo flavith as you think for, anfwe- 


red he: as we manage it, it 1s only 
an amuſement. How do you mean? 
Is not your head always fill'd with 
other men's Bufineſs ? are you not 


_ continually taken up with things 


that don't in the leaſt concern ye ? 
Things that cauſe no concern in 
us, you mean, cty'd he : and this is 
the reaſon why it 1s not ſo fatigu- 
ing a Trade as you thought it was. 


ealy a manner, I proceede Sir, 
ſays I to him, I have not yet ſeen 
your Study : I don't know how 
you ſhou'd, ſays he, for J have never a 
N ) one. 
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one. To raiſe money to buy this 
Office, I fold my Library ; and the 
Bookſeller, who had it, left me 
nothing but my Book of Accompts: 
nor am I at all forry I parted with 
the others: we Judges puff not our 
ſelves up with vain Knowledge: 
what have we to do with ſo many 
volumes of the Law ? almoſt all 
_ Caſes are Hypothetical, and out of 

the general Rule. But Sir, fays I 
to him, is not that occafton'd by 
your rurning them out of the ge- 
neral Rule ? fer in ſhort, why are 
there ſuch things as Laws in 
any Nation, if they are not apply'd? 
and how can they be apply'd, if 
they are not known? were you but 
acquainted with the Courts of Ju- 
dicature, replies the Magiſtrate, you 
_ wou'd not talk as you do: We have 
our living Books, the Counſellors : 
they work for us, and take upon 
themſelves to inſtruct us. And 
don't they likewiſe take upon 
themſelves to deceive you too,. re- 
ply'd I? you wou'd do well to 
5 1 guard 
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guard againſt their Ambuſcades 
they have arms with which they 
attack your Equity, and it is fit 
you ſhou'd have ſome to defend it: 
you ought not to go into: the thick: 
of a Battle open-breaſted, among 


men that are arm'd up to. the: 


Paris, J ſt of the Moon, 
Chahban, 1714. 


n 


2 * 
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Usbek to Rhedi, at Venice. 


"7 Ou'dſt thou ever have imagi- 
ned, I ſhou'd grow a greater 
w/o be eng than 1 uſed to be? 
vet ſo it has happened; and thou, 
wilt be convinced of it, when thou 
haſt undergone. this inundation of 
my Philoſophy. _ 1 
The wiſeſt Philoſophers that have 
meditated upon the nature of God, 
haye concluded him to be a Being 


. infinitely 
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infinitely perfect; but they have 
abuſed this Notion of him moſt 
wretchedly; they have muſtered 
up all the various perfections that | i”. 
man is capable of 5 or - 
imagining, and loaded the Idea of i 
the Deity with them all. without. * 
conſidering that thoſe Ideas are of- 1 
ten contrary, and cannot ſubſiſt in 1 
the ſame perſon, without deſtroy- 1 
ing one anothlert ! 
The Poets of the Welt fay, that | 
an ancient Painter intending to 
draw the Goddeſs of Beauty, got 
together all the fineft Grecian Wo- 
men, and took from each her par-- 
ticular charm, of which. he com-- 
poſed a Picture that reſembled the. 
moſt lovely of all the Goddeſſes. 
If a man from hence ſhou'd con- 
clude that ſhe muſt therefore be 
Fair and Brown, her Eyes Grey 
and Black, and that ſhe was both. 
Tender and Haughty; he wou'd: 
be thought very ridiculous. | 
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God may want à perfection, that 
wou'd cauſe in him a greater imper - 
fection: but he is never limited by 
any but himſelf; he is his own 
Neceſſity: thus tho* God is All- 
powerful, yet he cannot violate his 
* nor deceive Mankind. 

ery often too this Inability does 
not lie in him, but in relative 
things, and that is the. reaſon he 
cannot change their Eſſences. 

So that there is no need to won- 
der ſome of our Doctors ſhou'd have 


i 


2 to deny the infinite Pre- 


”- 


cience of God, upon this founda- 
tion, that it was incompatible with 
eiiie 8 

As daring as this Notion may 
ſeem, Metaphyſics favour it won- 
derfully. According to the princi- 
ples of that, it is impoſſible 
God to foreſee ſuch things as de- 
pend upon the determination of 
free Agents; becauſe that which 
never happened, does not exiſt, and 
conſequently cannot be known: for 
Nothing, having no properties, can- 


9 
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dot be perceiv'd': God cannot read 


inf a Will which is not in being, 
nor ſee in the Soul a thing which 
does not exiſt in her: For till ſhe 
has taken her determination, the 


Action which ſhe is determined 


upon is not in her. 1 
The Soul is the Author of her 
own. determination: but there are 


fome occaſions in which ſhe' is ſo 


irreſolute that ſhe knows not which 


way to determine. Sometimes 


the does it, merely to make uſe of 
her liberty ; fo that God cannot 


fee this Determination beforehand, 


neither in the Action of the Soul; 
nor in the Actions of the Objects 
on her. e 
How ſhould God foreſee things 
| that | end upon the determina- 
tion of free Agents? He cou'd 
_ foreſee: them but two ways: by 
eonjecture; which in the very 
terms is a contradiction to infinite 
Preſcience : or elſe he muſt fore- 


ese them as neceſſary effects infal- 


libly attending a certain eauſe which 
N | 8 muſt 
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muſt infallibly produce them, which 
is yet more contradictory: for the 
Soul muſt be free by the very ſup- 
poſition; and yet in the fact. ſhe 
wou'd be no more ſo, than one 
Billiard Ball is tree to lie ſtill when 
rue by another! 
Yet do not imagine I wou'd ſet 
bounds to the knowledge of God. 
As he makes his Creatures act juſt 
according to his own Will, he 
knows every thing that he thinks fir 
to know, but tho it is in his power 
to ſee every thing, yet he does not 
always make uſe of that Power: 
he generally leaves the Creature at 
liberty to act or not to act, that it 
may have room to be Guilty or 
Innocent. It is in this view that 
he renounces his right of acting up- 
on her and directing her reſolution: 


any thing, he always does know 
it; becauſe he need only will that 
it ſhall ___ as he fees it, and di- 
rect the reſolution of his Creature 
according to his Will. Thus he 
0 | . ſettles 
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ſettles the things which ſhall hap- 
pen among thoſe which are poffble, 0 
by fixing by his decrees the future 
determinations of the minds of his 
Creatures, and depriving them of 
the power he hath beſtowed upon 
them of acting or not acting. 

If we may preſume to make uſe 
of a compariſon in a thing which 
is above all Compariſons; a Mo- 
narch does not know what his Am- 
baſſador will do in an affair of Im- 
portance: if he thinks fit to know 
it, he need only give him directions 
to behave ſo or ſo; and he may be 
aſſured the thing will happen ac- 
cording to his direction. 1 

The Alcoran and the Books of 
the Jews conſtantly riſe up againſt 
the Doctrine of Abſolute Preſcience : 
in them, God every where ſeems ig- 
norant of the future determinations 
of the Mind of Man; and this ſeems 
to be the firſt truth that Moſes taught 
end... 

God places Adam in the Ter- 
reſtrial Paradiſe, upon this condition 
that he ſhall not eat of a certain 

FD 5 fruit; 
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fruit; an abſurd precept from a Be- 
ing that knew the future determi- 
nations of the Soul: for in ſhort, 
cou'd ſuch a Being promiſe his Fa- 
vours upon conditions, without in- 
deed bantering the creature to whom 
the Promiſe is made? *Tis juſt as if 
a man that was ſure of the taking of 
Bagdad, ſhou'd tell another; I will 
give you a thouſand Crowns if Bag- 
dad is not taken; wou'd it not be a 
poor ſcurvy Jeſt ? 8 


Paris, the laſt of the Moon 
Chahban, 1714. 
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LzT TE LXVIII. 
Zelis to Usbek, at Paris. 


2OLIMAN whom thou loveſt 
is drove perfectly to deſpair, by 
an Affront which has been lately 
put upon him. A young deſperate 
Block head named Syuphis, for three 
years together ſought his Daughter 
in marriage: he ſeemed pleated _—_ 
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her: Perſon, by the account. and de- 
ſcription he had of it from women 
that had ſeen her in her infancy; 


the Portion was agreed upon, and 


_ every thing went on without ob- 
ſtruction. Yeſterday, after the firſt 
Ceremonies, the young maid iſſued 

forth on horſeback, attended by her 

Eunuch, and covered from head to 
foot, according to cuſtom: but 

when ſhe came to her intended 

Husband's houſe, he ſhut the door 

upon her, and ſwore he wou'd not 

take her, without they enlarged her 

Fortune. The Relations flock'd in 

to make up the matter; and after 

much perſuaſion, prevailed upon 
Soliman to make his Son- in-law a 


ſmall Preſent. At length the Cere- 
monies being all compleated, they 


brought the young Woman to the 
Bed, not without great ſtruggling: 
but an hour afterwards, the Mad - 
man got. up in a violent Fury, cut 
her over the face in ſeveral places, 
ſwearing ſhe was no Maid, and ſent 
her back to her Father. It is im- 
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er to be more confounded than 
e is with this Injury: many affirm 
the poor Girl is innocent. Fathers 
are very unhappy in bi ng liable to 
ſuch Affronts: if my Child ſhou'd 
meet with ſuch treatment, I believe 
I ſhou'd die with Grief, — 
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= — —— 


From the Seraglio at Fatme, 
the gth of the Moon Gem- 
madi 1 1714. 
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I Pity Soliman, and ſo much the 
A more, as his misfortune is with- 
out remedy, and his Son-in-law 
has only made uſe of the privilege 
allow'd him by the Law. I own 
I think the Law very ſevere in thus 
expoſing the honour of a Family 
to the caprice of a Madman: 'tis a 
jeſt to ſay there are certain rules to 
come at a knowledge of the nn 'F 
7100 | that: 
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that is an old error which we are 
now cured of, and our Phyſicians 
give unanſwerable reaſons for the 
uncertainty of thoſe proofs. The 
very Chriſtians look upon them to 
be Chimerical, tho' they are plain- 
ly eſtabliſhed in their ſacred Books, 
and their ancient Legiſlator made 
the Innocence or Condemnation of 
all Women to depend upon it. 
I hear with pleaſure the care thou 
takeſt of the education of thine: 
God grant that her Husband may 
find her as pure and-as beautiful as 
Fatima: that ſhe may have ten Eu- 
nuchs to watch her: that ſhe may 
be the honour and ornament of the 
Seraglio, for which ſhe is decreed : 
that ſhe may always have SRI 
Ceilings over her head, and rich 
Tapeſtry under her Feet : and to 
compleat my wiſhes, may my Eyes 
behold her in all her Glory! _. 


Paris, che 5th of the Moon 
Chalyal, 1714. 
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LErriß LXx. 
Rien 2 Ubek, af *** 


1 Was t'other day in e e 
where there was a Man hugely 
pleaſed with himſelf. In a 9 
of an hour he had decided three 
Queſtions in Morality; four Pro- 
blems in Hiſtory; and five Points 
in natural Philoſophy : I never came 
near ſo univerfal a Decider: his 
mind was never ſuſpended by. the 


leaſt Doubt. We left the Sciences; 


we . talk'd of the News of the 
Times; he decided the News of 
the Times. I had a mind to catch 
him, and T ſaid to my ſelf I will get 


into my ſtrongeſt Intrenchment; 


1 will take Shelter in my own 
Country. I talk'd about Perſa- 
but 1 had ſcarce ſpoke four words 
but he S me twice, up- 


on the authority of Tavernier and 


Chardin. Good God, quoth I to 


5 ſelf, what a ſtrange Fellow is 


this? 
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this? He will be better acquainted 
with the Streets of //pahan than I 
am, preſently! However I ſoon 
came to my reſolution: I held my 
peace, I let him alone, and he de- 
cides on to this day. 


Paris, the 8th of the Moon 
Zilcade, 1715. | 


= 


—— 1) #6120 i108 ler —— — - — a 
2 s — — 2 
e ord Oe er ITS 


ors ono - 


A 3 . 
* 


— . — 5 — — — 
, — wen * 5 * —— ————— —ů err er ere — N 3 
2 2 r . 
c * — 1 ” "Ss ” 
„ 
0 
© 
L 
. 
7 
. 
U 
« 
* 
3 . 
; * 
* 
"of 
1 
: 
* : 
: 
1 
i 
7 
: 
4 
> 
. ö 
7 
: #' 
X LS 
*. 
: 8 
4 


